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The twisted wreck of a Hamas car bomb sits yesterday opposite the Ramallah garage where 
it blew. op prematurely Sunday night (Brian Hcndkrj 

PA: Hamas man died 
preparing car bomb 


By MARGOT DODKEVTTCH 
aad MOHAMMED MJB 

Palestinian security officials 
yesterday refused .to divulge the 
name of.-the; Hamas teixorist 
killed Sunday, night when his 
booby-trapped car -r rigged with 
50 kilos of explosives - blew, up 
in the Beitunya industrial area of 
Ramallah. 

The officials said the investi- 
gaiion of the incident was con¬ 
tinuing and Palestinian 'sources 
reported a number of Hamas 
activists were arrested yesterday. 

The officials refused to con¬ 
firm a Channel 2 repot that a 
gun and a hand grenade had 


been found near the wreckage of 
the car. 

Israeli security officials said 
die fact that the vehicle had 


Land Day protests areas 
fun violent, Page 2 


Israeli license . plates strength¬ 
ened assumptions that Hamas 
had intended to use the car in an 
attack in IsraeL They said they 
believe die Hamas leadership in 
Jordan had ordered the attack 
The security officials also 


expressed concent that die ter¬ 
rorists were working alone or in 
Small numbers, making it diffi¬ 
cult to expose their activities. 

Gaza Hamas leader Abdul 
Rantisi said the movement will 
continue resisting the occupa¬ 
tion. Hamas, be said, does not 
believe in the peace process and 
will not accept any concessions 
of Palestinian land. 

Rantisi said Khaled Mashaal, 
the Hamas political leader in 
Jordan, had called' on the 
Palestinian Authority to abandon 
the peace process and renew its 
dialogue with Hamas. 

- See CAR BOMB, Page 11 


Ross returns to US 
empty-handed 


By JAY BUSttiNSKY 

US envoy Dennis Ross is return¬ 
ing home without an agreement on 
the percentage of the West Bank's 
Area C to be evacuated in the next 
pullback and without a mutually 
acceptable timetable for the rede¬ 
ployment 

His fourth meeting yesterday 
with Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu failed to lay the 
groundwork for presentation of a 
comprehensive US plan to break 
the prolonged deadlock between 
the sides and ended without any 
public statement from him or 
Netanyahu. 

Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, who had just returned 
from a round of high-level talks in 
the US at the start of which he 
conferred with Ross in Miami, 
attended ' the meeting in 
Netanyahu’s office. But 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who was invited, stayed 
away. His office said: ‘’Inasmuch 
as Minister Sharon is not involved 
in nor a partner to the plan that 
was presented [to Ross], he did 
not participate in last night's meet¬ 
ing." 

Netanyahu declined to comment 
on Sharon's absence. 

- - State -Department Spokesman 
James Rubin said Ross is expected 
back in Washington today, when 
he will report to Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and President 
Bill Clinton. 

Rubin said peace process “is in 
dire straits." 

He added Washington had 
worked hard to develop negotiat¬ 
ing proposals that could be accept¬ 
ed by Israelis and Palestinians, but 
“in the absence of decisions by 
foose leaders to bridge the gaps 
themselves, there isn't that much 
the US can do. 

“And one option has always 
been for us to disengage from this 
kind of direct, catalytic role. But 
it’s not an option that Secretary 
[Albright] is advocating or an 


option that we would like to see 
happen at all." 

Ross is “finalizing” the US 
ideas, Rubin said, while refusing 
to characterize Ross’s trip before 
his return. 

The three sessions Ross held 
since his arrival Friday with 
Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Yasser Arafat did not produce a 
formula whereby Israel's insis¬ 
tence on strict implementation of 
the PA's commitments to maintain 
security and eliminate terrorism in 


NRP demands RA fulfill 
com mitments, Page 2 


die West Bank and Gaza Strip 
could be accommodated. 

A senior political source said 
Arafat “sat and listened, but did 
not give any specific answers” to 
questions on the confiscation of 
illicit weaponry, reduction of the 
Palestinian Police to die size stip¬ 
ulated in the Oslo Accords, extra- 
ditiou to Israel of 34 Palestinians 
suspected of terrorism and murder. 


and unequivocal abrogation of the 
Palestinian Covenant 

Although Ross exercised rhetor¬ 
ical restraint while in Jerusalem, 
Gaza, and Ramallah, refraining 
from venting his apparent frustra¬ 
tion and disappointment he spoke 
out during a brief stop in Sharm e- 
Sheikh, where he conferred with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak before returning to Israel 
for the final meeting with 
Netanyahu. 

“Obviously, the stalemate 
begins to diminish the hopes that 
people have for seeing a very dif¬ 
ferent Middle East and for build¬ 
ing and achieving peace," Reuters 
quoted him as saying. 

The senior source confirmed 
that Ross was leaving “without 
knowing how big a withdrawal 
would be acceptable to IsraeL" 
But be raised the possibility that 
he may return to the region for 
another shuttle between 
Jerusalem, Gaza, and Ramallah. 

He contended that Israel' and the 
PA are in die midst of a process - 
not at its conclusion. “The 
Americans did not come here with 
a diktat,” he said. “They came to 
express their views, listen to ours. 


Syrian, Egyptian FMs 
arrive in Saudi Arabia 

DUBAI (Reuters) - The foreign ministers of Egypt and Syria flew 
to Saudi Arabia yesterday for talks with their Saudi counterpart on 
Israeli-Arab peace efforts, an Arab diplomat in Riyadh said. 

Witnesses said Foreign Minister Amr Moussa of Egypt and Syria's 
Farouk Shara left the airport without talking to journalists. 

One diplomat said the two were due to hold talks with Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud Faisal and might meet King Fahd. 
They were to discuss the “dangerous deterioration in the peace 
process as a result of the Israeli government’s refusal to implement 
its commitments," the official said. 

Egyptian television earlier said Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia 
would hold a high-level meeting to discuss the US role in Middle 
East peacemaking and the latest American initiative to revive it. 

It quoted informed sources as saying the meeting would take place 
in an Arab city soon but gave no further details. 


and refine their proposals.” 

Israel evidently offered to carry 
out the next redeployment over a 
four-month period, but the 
Americans and Palestinians prefer 
that it be completed in three 
months. 

Without going into die percent¬ 
age of territory to be handed over 
to the PA, Netanyahu focussed on 
“the principle of reciprocity,” 
meaning that troop withdrawals 
would have to coincide with “con¬ 
crete measures” by the PA to 
assure security. There also would 
have to be “verification” that these 
steps were taken. 

The source said the proposed 
pullback could not be 13 percent, 
as it is generally believed the as- 
yet unpublicized US plan propos¬ 
es. 

This stand was confirmed by 
David Bar-Illan, Netanyahu’s 
communications director. He said 
Israel did not make a counteroffer 
to a 13 percent pullback. He said 
this idea was “flatly rejected.” 

Bui Bar-Illan maintained that 
“progress was made." Surnmin, 
up die meeting's outcome, he sai 
“We believe there is a much 
greater understanding of our posi¬ 
tion on the part of the Americans.” 

The source said that instead of 
presenting their plan, Ross and his 
colleagues “made bridging pro¬ 
posals' which merit deliberation. 
The Americans understand that 
the issue at hand is much more 
complicated than it may have 
seemed from the distance of 
Washington. 

“We did not come up with arbi¬ 
trary numbers, but based our posi¬ 
tion on the considerations cited by 
security experts and not on politi¬ 
cal symbolism or partisan priori¬ 
ties.” 

He fended off a remark made by 
Albright to American Jewish lead¬ 
ers to the effect that the peace 
process has stagnated since 
Netanyahu took office. 

See ROSS, Page 11 


Arafat to tour Anne Frank House today 


By ELU WOHLGELERNTER and news agencies 

Following the recent fiasco involving 
Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
non-visit to the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, the Palestinian leader 
has decided to visit the Anne Frank House in 
Amsterdam today, aides said yesterday. 

Museum spokeswoman Teresien da Silva 
confirmed the visit would take place, but 
declined to give any details. 

Yusef Habbab, the Palestinian representative 
in the Netherlands, said Arafat was invited to 
visit the museum by Amsterdam Mayor 
Schelto Patijn. 

“Mr. Arafat is a human being,” said Habbab. 
“He accepts everybody. We share everybody’s 
suffering." 

In January, the State Department wanted to 


invite Arafat to the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, but the museum's director at first 
refused. Following stinging criticism, he 
reversed his decision, but Arafat’s schedule at 
that point prevented him from touring (he site. 

Miles Lehrman, chairman of the LIS 
Holocaust Memorial Council, said last night 
that the Anne Frank House “is a very important 
place for people to see. There is no comparison 
to what one can leant when one visits Yad 
Vashem, or the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, because it's so massive, and it’s such 
a variety of things.” 

He said the executive committee of the US 
museum voted unanimously to extend an invi¬ 
tation to Arafat to visit the museum on his next 
trip to Washington. 

Dr. Efraim Zuroff, head of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center’s Israel office, said that if 


Arafat’s visit “is merely an attempt to gain 
points in Western political opinion, then it is 
totally superfluous. If Arafat comes out of the 
Anne Frank House and gives explicit orders to 
his media never to engage in Holocaust denial, 
for example, or to use Nazi-like caricatures in 
portraying Israeli leaders, then the visit will 
have contributed to improving relations 
between Arabs and Jews.” 

He said there is “a tendency in certain Arab 
circles that thinks that visits to Holocaust 
museums outside Yad Vashem are equivalent to 
that visit. But we all know that that is not truly 
the case - ultimately, the visit to Yad Vashem 
will be the proof that the long-awaited peace 
between Palestinians and Israelis is on its 
way.” 


See ARAFAT, Page 11 


Oldest-ever US immigrant , 102 , arrives 


frjumrsiEGB. 

It’s never too late to make aliya, 
even -.-or especially - when the 
immigrant has a long life of Zionist 
service behind hoi 

My g nfoiatthL.Belfe Goldstein, 
102 years yquqgi finally moved to 
Israel late last night, becoming the 
oldest bmnigram to arrive from 
North America since the founding 
of die state: 

-Sound-of min d and in good 
health, Great-Aunt Belle was^greet- 
ed by rgSatives^and .Jewish Agency 
and Absorption Ministry officials 
with her i mm i g r ai ft certificate in a 
ceremony arBen-Gurkm Airport. 
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Bom in New York City 20 
months before the First Zionist 
Congress in Basel launched die 
movement for political Zionism, 
Belle attended most of the Zionist 
Congresses since, including the 
pre-Holocaust 21st congress, in 
1939, and the post-Holocaust 22nd, 
in December 1946, when American 
delegates were shocked by the dec¬ 
imated ranks of the European dele¬ 
gates. 

. For most of her life, she was 
-active ' in American * Mizrahi 
Women, serving as its president 
frbm 19.42-1947. Mizrahi - now 
Aniit -Women - gave, her a big 
sendoff in New York last Thursday. 
' Since her first visit here in 1946, 
she has made more than 40 trips fe 
.this country, to see die state being 
built and to visit her older daughter; 
-.Raise) Rauchwerger, who came on 
aliya from Brooklyn thatyear with 
Jkp husbandXeoo. 

: Raise!, 74;- a retired English 
' teacher in Ramat. Gan, lived for 
years in- Kfar Balya, named for 
’Zionist'pioneer Bessie Gotsfeld, 



Belle Goldstein 

(Reproduction by Ban Osendryverflsnel Sun) 

BeDe’ssister-on-law. 

“She was always travelling 
around the country and various 
pais of the world for her Zionist 
activity,” said Raise). 

She and her older brother Eleazar 
(who lives ..in New York) and 
younger sister Leona MaDca - who 


has now returned to Israel after a 
nine-year stay in New York - 
missed her during these absences. 
Their father, Samuel Goldstein, 
was also busy, as Brooklyn’s assis¬ 
tant district attorney. 

Belle has even deeper roots in the 
land titan Ramat Gan, or Kfar 
Gideon near Afula. where the wid¬ 
owed Leona has a house. 

Daughter of Leopold (Levi) 
Horowitz, one of four brothers and 
a sister who founded the 
Horowitzr-Maigareien matza bak¬ 
ery on New York’s Lower East 
Side in 1884, she is a descendant 
of famed Rabbi Isaiah Horowitz, 
the 16th-centnry Shelah 
Hakadosh, who is buried in 
Tiberias right next to Maimonides. 

So why close down an apartment 
where she lived for 30 years, give 
cherished silver pieces away to rel¬ 
atives and friends, and move from 
her birthplace to her homeland at 
age 102? 

“It was time," says Raisel. 
“When something has to be done, 
she accepts it" 


Z villi to stop supporting 
anti-missionary bill 


By HAIH SHAPIRO 
and news agencies 

In return for an undertaking by a 
number of Protestant groups not to 
engage in active proselytizing, 
MK Nissira Zvilli (Labor) is to 
withdraw his sponsorship of an 
anti-missionary bill that has 
already been introduced in the 
Knesset. 

The bill, cosponsored by Zvilli 
and MK Moshe Gafni (United 
Torah Judaism), proposes a one- 
year prison sentence for “unlaw¬ 
fully holding, printing, copying, 
spreading, distributing, or import¬ 
ing material which has an element 
of proselytizing.” It has been wide¬ 
ly attacked by American Christian 
fundamentalist groups that are 
friendly to Israel and by civil rights 
advocates here. The hill has been 
opposed by the government. 

In a statement due to be released 
tomorrow night, the.groups - 
which represent a broad spectrum 


of evangelical Christians, includ¬ 
ing messianic Jews - appear to go 
farther than ever before in reject¬ 
ing proselytizing, both on theolog¬ 
ical and historic grounds. 

“We believe that the covenant 
which God concluded with the 
people of Israel was never 
revoked. We deeply respect the 
Jewish people in their identity and 
integrity and will therefore not 
engage in activities which have as 
their intention to alienate them 
from their tradition and communi¬ 
ty,” the statement says. 

The Christian groups also make 
an oblique reference to the 
Holocaust. Some Jewish spokes¬ 
men have argued that, because of 
the decimation in the ranks of the 
Jewish people during the 
Holocaust, Christians should 
undertake not to reduce the num¬ 
ber of Jews further by promoting 
conversion. 

See MISSIONARY, Page 11 


Hapoalim 
posts record 
profit 

ByDANGERSTEMFELD 

Bank Hapoalim yesterday 
reported the highest annual net 
profit ever by a local company. 
Die bank earned S296 million 
last year, a 20.6 percent 
increase over 1996. 

The country’s largest finan¬ 
cial institution said that the 
increase is due to a rise in 
financing profit, a decrease in 
provisions for doubtful debts, 
and an increase in operating 
income. 

Meanwhile, the Israel 
Electric Corporation failed to 
publish its results yesterday as 
scheduled. The Government 
Companies Authority repre¬ 
sentative refused to sign a sec¬ 
tion of the annual report which 
deals with share dividends. 

Fall story, Page 13. 
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in brief 

Czech ambassador visits Hebron 

The Czech Republic’s embassy in Tel Aviv confirmed yesterday 
that Ambassador Yerazi Schneider visited Hebron s Jewish com¬ 
munity last Thursday, escorted by Yehudjt Tayar of the Council of 
Jewish Communities in Judea, Samaria and Gaza. An embassy offi¬ 
cial said the envoy traveled to Hebron ‘'as a member of an orga¬ 
nized tour." 

This was the second diplomatic visit to an Israeli settlement 
beyond the Green Line fast week. Belarus Ambassador Genads 
Lavitski toured Ma’aleh Adumim on Sunday. 

The Hebron Pres Office said Schneider went to the city’s vari¬ 
ous Jewish neighborhoods and participated in a luncheon hosted by 
Hebron’s Jewish community. J°y Bushinsky 

Shahak travels to New York, Washington 

Chief of General Staff Ll-Got. Amnon Lipkin-Shahak flew to 
the United States last night to meet with top US brass, and attend a 
fund-raising event for IDF soldiers. Shahak also will visit the 
Boeing plant in Sl Louis where the state-of-the an F-151 fighter 
jets are manufactured. While in Washington, Shahak will be the 
guest of US Armed Forces Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. It will be their first meeting since Shelton was 
appointed last year. 

Before traveling to the US capital, Shahak will be a guest of 
honor at a gala event of the IDF Soldiers’ Welfare Association's 
fiftieth anniversary celebration in New York City. Arieh O’Sullivan 

Appeal denied for man who gave girlfriend AIDS 

The Supreme Conn yesterday turned down the appeal of a man 
who had infected his 16-year-old girlfriend with AIDS. The man, a 
resident of Ashkelon, was sentenced by Beersheba District Court to 
30 months' imprisonment and fined NIS 85,000. His lawyer said in 
his defense that he had been advised by his doctor not to tell any¬ 
one he was an HIV carrier. He said his client had used a condom 
during intercourse and that tests had shown he was free of the virus 
after receiving treatment. / rim 

Israel, Jordan hold anti-poNution exercise 

Israel and Jordan held a joint exercise in Jordanian waters yes¬ 
terday. The exercise, the first of its type, was to combat a simulat¬ 
ed pollution incident in the Red Sea. Environment Minister 
Raphael Eitan, who visited a Jordanian ship, said more exercises 
will take place in the coming years. Eitan said the joint exercise 
was of major importance fee"mutual interests of both countries to 
keep the sensitive Gulf of Eilat pollution free. Twelve Jordanian 
and Israeli vessels of different sizes took pan. Liar Collins 

Defense resumes summation in Papon trial 

Three days after burying his wife, Maurice Papon returned to 
court yesterday with a relapse of the bronchial infection that caused 
several delays in his war crimes trial, his lawyer. Jean-Marc Varaut, 
said. Varaut, who resumed his summation, said the defendant would 
be hospitalized for tests at a cardiac facility outside Bordeaux when 
the jury begins its deliberations tomorrow. 

Papon, 87, is the most senior official of the pro-Nazi Vichy 
regime to be tried for complicity in crimes against humanity. He is 
charged with signing the orders that led to die- arrest and deporta¬ 
tion of 1,690 Jews from Bordeaux between 1942 and 1944. AP 


| THE WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 

deeply mourns trie passing of 

K.BERNARD WEISSMAN 

Governor Emeritus of the Instituted Board of Governors 

and extends its condolences to his wife Edna and to his 
sons Alan Weissman, Governor Emeritus of the 
Institute’s Board of Governors. 

Howard Brassner and Todd Brassner 


We extend our sincere condolences to . 

Jacques Torczyner 

Honorary President 
Zionist Organization of America 

on the passing of his beloved brother 

HARRY TORCZYNER 

A very distinguished and dedicated Zionist 
leader and a prominent patron of the arts. 
We share in the sorrow of his family and 
express our heartfelt sympathy to them. 

ZOA House, Tel Aviv 

Yoram Kleiner Arie Klang 

Executive Director Chairman of the Board 


With deep sorrow we announce the passing of 
our beloved father and grandfather 

MORDECHAI 

OLMERT 

a former Knesset member and pioneer of 
Jewish settlement in Eretz Yisrael. 

The funeral will take place today, 
Tuesday, March 31,1998, at 3 p.m., 
at the Binyamina Cemetery. 

Shiva at the house of Yirmiyahu Olmert, 
Rehov Hatomer 8, Ramat Han, Givat Shmuel, 
opposite Bar-llan University. 

Mourned by his sons; Amram, Yirmiyahu, 

Ehud.Yossi 
and their families, 
and the rest of the 
family. 


Land Day protests in territories 
turn violent; Israeli rallies peacefi 


By MARGOT DUDKEVITCH, 
MOHAMMED MAJ1B} 
andDAVBRUDCE 

Palestinians clashed with IDF 
troops throughout the West Bank 
as Land Day protesters braved the 
cold, rainy weather and marched 
in Hebron, Jenin, Nablus. 
Bethlehem, Kalkilya, and 
Ramallah. 

Palestinian security forces 
beefed up their presence in most 
areas where rallies took place. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, however, 17 Palestinians 
- three in Ramallah, eight in Jenin, 
and six in Bethlehem, including 
the deputy chief of the Preventive 
Security Service there - were 
wounded by rubber bullets fired 
by IDF troops to disperse 
stonefexowers. 

A few hundred Palestinians also 
protested at the Netzarim junction 
in Gaza. 

Rallies inside the Green Line 




passed peacefully. 

The general strike called by the 
Israeli Arab leadership was well 
observed. Schools, kindergartens, 
and local council offices in Arab 
towns and villages throughout the 
country were closed, as well as 
most shops, offices, and other 
businesses. 

At noon yesterday the majority 
of storeowners in the territories 
shut their stores, obeying an order 
issued by the PA calling for a com¬ 
mercial strike. 

Shortly after 1:30, some 50 
Palestinians gathered in 
Ramaliah’s Al-Manara Square, as 
protest songs blared out from 
loudspeakers erected by the local 
Fatah headquarters. 

As marchers, lead by Fatah 
leader and Palestinian Legislative 
Council member Marwan 
Barghouti, slowly walked through 
the main streets, some passe rsby 
rushed to join them, but others 
preferred to seek shelter from the 


ram. 

Some of the stores remained 
open for business and appeared to 
be doing a brisk trade. 

Barghouti said the march aimed 
to stress the importance and 
sacredness the land had to the 
Palestinian people. 

Just outside die city, semes of 
youths hurled stones at border 
policemen standing in groups a 
few hundred meters past the 
Palestinian Police roadblock. 
Other youths hurled rocks and 
tires into the middle of tbe road. 

Hundreds attended the Jenin 
rally, that was led by the Jenin 
Governor Dr. Zuherr Manassra. 

Thousands took part in a rally in 
Nablus, and in Hebron, hundreds 
marched through tbe city's streets 
and attended a rally held at the 
local university, where some of 
the protesters burned Israeli Bags. 

In Bethlehem, hundreds of high 
school and university students 
marched towards Rachel's Tomb 


calling “death to America” and for 

a halt to settlement activity. - 

As they neared the tomb where 
IDF troops and Border Police 
were grouped, demonstrators pelt¬ 
ed the troops with rocks and 
stones. The troops responded with 
rubber bullets. 

Earlier in the day Palestinian 
youths stoned Israeli vehicles and 
IDF troops near the Jelazzun 
refugee camp and the enhance to 
Psagot Soldiers dispersed the riot¬ 
ers with tear gas and rubber bul¬ 
lets. 

Some 200 Arab students demon¬ 
strated at tbe Hebrew University’s 
campus in Jerusalem yesterday 
holding banners in Arabic and 
English reading “Jerusalem for the 
Arabs, the capital of Palestine." 

In Israel proper, thousands of 
people attended the central rally 
on the grounds of the regional 
high school in Arraba village in 
the Galilee. 

The demonstrators held aloft 
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Thousands of Israeli Aj 
D ay. Marchers chanted 


Arabs carrying Palestinian flags inarch yesterday from-Sakhalin to'Arrafm inrthe»6affie&te \ 
ed ‘Long live Palestine* and 'East Jerusalem tstte.csjjSKS^ Pales&ne.’ T* 


Rain fails to dampen Land Day spirit 


By DAMP BUDGE 

Heavy rain dampened Land Day yesterday, 
but not the spirit of the occasion, according to 
Galilee residents. 

“We had planned for it to be a quiet Land 
Day, but we had not planned for the rain,” 
said Mohammed Baraki, secretary-general of 
Hadasb. 

Baraki and a small crowd gathered outside 
the closed municipality offices in Shfaram 
yesterday morning, waiting for die -rain to 
ease before staging a inarch through the town. 

All shops, offices, businesses, schools, and 
kindergartens in the town were closed in 
accordance with the general strike called by 
the Israeli Arab leadership’s monitoring com¬ 
mittee. 

Baraki stressed that Land Day was also an 
opportunity for the country’s nearly one mil¬ 
lion Arabs to demonstrate against discrimina¬ 
tion and the expropriation of Arab-owned 
land. 

“Under the present government there is a 
marked move backward in everything con¬ 
nected to promoting equality, in the fields of 


land, education, municipal affairs, welfare, 
and health care - even though the previous 
government (fid not do enough,” he said. 

Saxnaher Najar was bom a year before the 
first Land Day demonstration in 1976, which 
was called to protest the expropriation of 
Arab-owned land. Violence erupted in the 
Sakhnin area and six Israeli Arabs were 
killed and dozens of other people including 
police and border police were hurt. 

“We, the young people in tbe Arab sector, 
have always participated in Land Day, and 
we always talked about what happened on 
the day and about those who died,” said 
Najar, head of the Arab Students Union at 
Haifa University. 

‘Tor us it is not just about the day itself, but 
also about the policies of deprivation and dis¬ 
crimination by government after government 
towards the minority Palestinian community 
in the State,” she said. “For instance, Arabic 
is officially the second language in Israel. 
But in studies, we have to submit all our 
work in Hebrew.” 

Another student waiting in tbe crowd in 
Shfaram said she would prefer to speak in 


Arabic, apparently to underline the lack of 
recognition for the language outride the con¬ 
fines of the Arab community. 

As tbe rain eased, demonstrators holding 
aloft placards paraded through die main 
street Similar marches and rallies were held 
in towns and villages throughout the country.' 

Inside, Ibrahim Nimr Hussein, head of the 
Arab leadership’s monitoring committee and 
mayor of Shfaram, waited by the telephone to 
receive updates on the various Land Day 
events taking place throughout die country. 

“From what we have heard so far, the strike 
has been well supported and virtually all 
places of business are closed and there have 
been no reports of any disturbances,” said 
Nimr Hussein. “This year there is a big prob¬ 
lem because of the plans to transfer state land 
to tbe Jewish Agency, which will prevent 
Arabs from being able to purchase or lease 
land, especially in the Negev.” 

Police were in evidence, especially around 
Sakhnin and Arraba where the central Land 
Day rally was held. For the most part, how¬ 
ever, they remained in die background and 
Land Day passed quietly. 


Palestinian flags and many black 
flags were also in evidence as a 
symbol of mourning for tbe six 
Israeli Arabs who died daring 
clashes with police ip fee first 
t and Day. demonstrations in the 
same area in .1976. 

Organizers said attendance at 
the rally was the highest in many 
years, despite fee apparent 
absence erf fee Islamic Movement 
and the heavy rain. 

A rally was also held at Wadi 
■ Na’am in the Negev winch was 
attended by _ several hundred 
Beduin from fee region, as well as 
leaden , of the Islamic Movement 
and Arab MKs. , 

Organizers blamed the bad 
weather, and especially fee fierce 
winds for fee srnaUer-than-expect¬ 
ed attendance. 

Marches and smaller rallies 
were also held in Kafr Kara, near 
Nazareth, and Majd el-Kurnm, 
near Karmiel. AD of the events 
passed peacefully. 

Israeli Arabs: 
Celebrating 
‘catastrophe’ 
doesn’t conflict 
with jubilee 

ByDAVPRUPQE 

Israeli Arab leaders stressed yes- - 
terday that tbe decision to com¬ 
memorate “AI-Nakbo” (fee cata¬ 
strophe that befell Palestinian 
Arabs in 1948) does not constitute 
a call on fee Arab community to - 
boycott celebrations marking tbe 
state’s jubilee next month. 

“We have not taken any decision 
to boycott fee jubilee or try to pre¬ 
vent anybody from taking part in 
-the festivities. On fee contrary, 
everybody is free to do as they 
wish,” said Abed Inbitawi, 
spokesman for fee Israeli Arab 
leadership’s monitoring committee. 

“We want, however; to mark the 
50th anniversary of Al-Nakba dur¬ 
ing this period of fee celebrations,. 

. to encourage Israel to truly fulfill 
two central^ 

- assure full equality foraB citizens. 
Arabs and Jews alike.” 

While fee Palestinian people 
lacked the right to self determina- 
tipn and and Israeli Arabs still suf¬ 
fer discrimination, the celebrations 
. to mark fee jubilee coaid never he 
. fiiDy complete, be maintained. 

“We are calling for solidarity vis¬ 
its to settlements that were aban¬ 
doned in 1948 and especially those, 
such as Biram, Doit and Ghabariya 
village near Nabariya, which are 
subject to High Court rulings feat 
fee former residents should be 
allowed to return. 

“We are also planning to stage a 
mass demonstration on May 15, 
although the details bave-yet to be 
arranged,” said Inbitawi. 

• “We don’t see any conflict 
between fee jubilee celebrations 
and us marking tbe tragedy that 
befell fee Palestinian people. 
Historically and culturally we are 
part of tire Palestinian people, bat 
we are also citizens of fee state and 
an integral part of Israeli society. 

“As such we have a greater inter¬ 
est than anyone in die Middle East 
in wanting to see die achievement 
of a comprehensive, just and last¬ 
ing peace;” he added. 




High Court 
rejects torture 
petition 

ByBATSHEVATSUR 

The High Court of Justice yes¬ 
terday ruled that security prisoner 
Ahmed Biibui had neither been 
tortured nor secretly hospitalized. 

It thus rejected a petition from 
fee Committee against Torture in 
Israel asking for an inquiry into 
his alleged torture during interro¬ 
gation by the General Security 
Service at Jerusalem's Russian 
Compound lock-up. 

Bilbul, 38, has been held for fee 
past month, the state said. So far 
he has admitted to meeting abroad 
with senior representatives of 
Islamic Jihad. 

He has also admitted to possess¬ 
ing weapons. 

In its petition, fee committee 
charged that physical pressure had 
been brought to bear on Bilbul. 
including shaking, beating, and 
choking him. This, fee committee 
said in its petition, had led to the 
need to hospitalize him. 

But Shai Nitzan of fee State 
Attorney’s Office said feat 4i fee 
petitioner had not been shaken, 
had not been beaten, bad not been 
choked, and no other physical 
measures to pressure him had been 
used... either before fee [previous] 
hearings or after them." 


NRP demands PA fulfill commitments 


By UAT COLUHS 

National Religious Party MKs 
called for the government to abide 
by the principle of reciprocity with 
regard to the further redeploy¬ 
ment, bur did not issue any ultima¬ 
tum during an emergency faction 
meeting on fee issue yesterday. 

However. NRP MKs Hanan 
Porat and Zvi Hendel later met 
with Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu and told him that a 
redeployment of fee scope now 
being discussed would make them 


take action to topple fee govern¬ 
ment 

Following the taction meeting, 
tbe NRP issued a statement saying 
it “is sticking to the government 
decision determining that fee 
implementation of fee further 
diplomatic stages will be built on 
the principle of reciprocity and 
conditional on fee Palestinians 
fulfilling their commitments.” The 
NRP also called on the govern¬ 
ment “to be faithful to the national 
interests they have decided on so 
far." The party is demanding fee 


government proceed directly to 
fee final status stage. 

Party sources say fee general 
feeling is feat those MKs who 
want to take a more extreme stand 
- such as Hendel, Porat and 
Nissan Slomiansky — can do so 
through the Land of Israel Front. 

NRP leader and Education 
Minister Yitzhak Levy apparently 
told fee faction feat abiding by the 
principle of reciprocity without 


abolishing tbe farther redeploy¬ 
ment would mean tbe continuation 
of fee policy of the Peres govern¬ 
ment of unilateral concessions. 

However, he also noted feat if 
fee party makes an ultimatum at 
this stage it could have political 
results such as the creation of a 
national unity government or a 
counter-ultimatum in favor of the 
redeployment by other coalition 
parties. 


Terrorist gets 4 years for bomb plot 


ByABEHySUUJVAN 

The Lod Military Court yesterday 
sentenced a Hamas terrorist to four 
years in prison for planning to set 
off a bomb in fee Jerusalem Mail 
and kidnap Mayor Ehud Olmert. 

Mohammed Khalil Hamada, 20, 
of Jerusalem, was part of a foor- 
tnember cell feat allegedly planned 
to abduct soldiers, judges and for¬ 
mer ministers, to be used as bar¬ 
gaining chips in their demands to 
release Hamas prisoners. 

Hamada's cell is also responsi¬ 
ble for a bombing in Tel Aviv’s old 
central bus station last year that 
wounded 14 people. 

According to court documents, 
Hamada had been assigned to 
locate Olmert’s residence so fee 


cell could kidnap him. 

He and two other members of 
the cell also went to the Jerusalem 
Mall to determine the best place to 
carry out an attack. They moni¬ 
tored fee security there as well as 
prospective escape routes. 

The cell planned to plant the 
bomb near the cinema complex, 
where the concentration of people 
was densest, court documents said. 

In his ruling, Lod Military Court 
president Col. Doron Pail is said 
that even though fee crimes 
Hamada was being punished for 
were serious, he had only been 
involved in information gather¬ 
ing. 

According to Itim, fee relatively 
light four-year sentence was part 
of a plea bargain. 


Women b the War for Independence 

Come and meet them and hearwhere they served In Mad 
from UK, USA, France, Holland, South Africa, etc. 

ZOA House, Daniel Frisch St 
Friday 3 April at 1030 am. 

Donation NIS 10 Inc ludes coffee for eariv bird* 
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a mistake 


MUB.XVnLSt 


WASHINGTON - Labor and 
Social Affairs-Minister Eli Yishai 
told Jonathan Pollard yesterday that 
Israel made a mistake by not recog¬ 
nizing him as an Israeli spy, which 
sort a mixed message to die US 
about its responsibility for him. 

Pollard again asked that fcww»i 
declare be worked for it and set a 
target date for attaining his release. 

The meeting at die Federal 
Correctional Institution in Burner, 
North Carolina, was die fourth 
Pollard has held in recent months 
with a cabinet minister under a new 
policy of providing official Visitors, 
and the second in the past week. 

As he did when be met last 
Monday with Finance Minister 
Yaakov Neeman, PoDard compared 


his plight' with that of Michael 
Schwartz, the non-Jewish naval 
officer who was sentenced last year 
to two years* imprisonment for spy¬ 
ing cm behalf of Saadi Arabia, while 
Pollard, received a life sentence. 
Yesterday he also mentioned Peter 
Lee, a scientist sentenced to a year 
for passing information to Oima. 

Pollard asked Yishai to enlist the 
support of Rabid Ovadia Yosef in 
the effort to gain his release. Yishai 
brought PoDard a Haggada in Much 
Yosef wrote, ‘'The spring brought 
with it the news of redemption." 

Pollard stemmed para Israeli com¬ 
mittees fra: abandoning him, and 
expressed hope that this time the 
commission headed by cabinet sec¬ 
retary Dan Naveh has tire potential 
to help free him and bring him to 
Israel. 


‘Analyzer’ to be 
drafted soon 


ByAWEH CrSULlMAM 

Ebud Taunenbamn, IS, known 
as “Analyzer,” . who allegedly 
hacked into the Pentagon’s com¬ 
puters, is to be drafted-soon. 

The army confirmed yesterday 
that Tannenbaom would-begin 
doing his. compulsory three-year 
service shortly. 

The JDF did not say to which 
branch of the service he would be 
assigned. ■ 

But his mother, Molly, said that 
her son wanted to be sent to a 
combat unit 

‘Tie’s a real patriot and loves the 
state and wants to serve it,” she 
said. “He wants to be in Golani or 
the paratroopers.” 

His parents also felt he could 
well serve the IDF in computers, 
but said it was up to the army to 
assign their son as it sees fit 


Molly, said she heard her sou 
was able to infiltrate Ir anian and 
Hizbullah computer systems, but 
did not know.if that was true. 

She said that Ehud, who is under 
house arrest in Hod Hasharon, 
would be joining the army in the 
next few weeks. She - did not 
believe that posable legal action 
against him would interfere with 
this draft. . 

Iknnenbaum was arrested on 
March 18 on suspicion of hacking 
several computer systems here and 
in the US, including die Pentagon 
system. His arrest followed pres¬ 
sure from the FBI to catch the cul¬ 
prit and question him on his meth¬ 
ods. 

“The Americans should be 
thanking my son, not persecuting 
him. Just imagrnp if it was die 
KGB who broke into the 
Pentagon,” his mother said. 


Hebrew Press Review 
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Albright’s call 

The press has been busily ana¬ 
lyzing US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright's statements 
to"'Jewish leaders last weekend, 
when she conveyed her. disap-. 
pointmeqt in Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s govern¬ 
ment’s policy towards the peace 
process and her concern over die 
deteriorating relations between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. 

According to Ma’ariv’s Chemi 
Shalev, Albright’s words “empha¬ 
size the severe crisis of bust exist¬ 
ing between Netanyahu and the 
US a dminis tration and the critical 
condition of the peace process.” 
He added (hat Netanyahu is con¬ 
sidered to be the Indi ana Jones of 
Israeli politicians, meaning that, if 
he wants to, Netanyahu is capable 
of overcoming any coalition crisis. 

“Netanyahu may find himself 
missing the times when there were 
no expectation of him and there¬ 
fore, no disappointments, either,” 
he concluded. . 

Ha’aretz's editorial stated that 
Albright's decision to convey her 
disappointment “leads Israel’s 
relations wife the US to a difficult 
low point.” Albright’s warning 
feat fee US could withdraw its 
involvement from the peace 
process could mean that fee deli¬ 
cate relations between Israel and 
fee Palestinians will eventually 
deteriorate into violence, fee edi¬ 
torial adiM. 

In YedwtAharoaot, Prof. Itantar 
Rabinovich claimed that 
Albright’s statements and severe 
tone will reverberate throughout 
the region'and the international 
arena. . 

“Whoever listens carefully, will 
be affected by the secretary of 
state's arguments, but whoever 
thinks .and.acts in the.^hoirt term, 
might be relieved by fee statement 
that iro .pressure is expected 
Soon,”he wrotei . 

“Tfce'JjS win nor inflict sanc¬ 
tions on Israel tf it rejects the 
American plan,- but the attempt to 
stick a wedge between Israel and 
fee American Jews hurts more 
than ecoafemc sanctions,” Moshe 
Zak wroteioJfa’ariv- 

Ai® protests 

: the^j^xoamwited yesterday 
on the- of the -Arab predica¬ 
ment, asJ^taeli Arabs held demon-., 
strationsvtp V mark the 22 nd 
anniveis^y bFLand Day. 

Amois:<33boa stated In. Ma’anv 
feat all fee', modernization and 
tesourcesfea might be invested in 
fee ArabsecforwiH sotxcsolve fee 
probltini^&'JbiBds tifet were con- : 
fiScatScfBSBrAjrabs havoxfot been 
returned*^' - 


“Here lies the real problem of 
the state of Israel; it exists and wiD 
not be solved by giving one more 
or one less percent of the territo¬ 
ries in the framework of fee sec¬ 
ond redeployment,” Gffboa wrote. 

Yossi Algazi stated in Ha’aretz 
that Land Day continues to be a 
nuisance for fee IDF because it 
mistakenly revolves around the 
issues of law and order, threat and 
deterrence. 

“The Arab protests' against 
inequality and injustice are barely 
presented,” Algazi claimed. 

“There is no justification ‘for 
harming the relations between 
Jews and Arabs on Land Day ” 
according to Ma’ariv’s Yosef 
Lapid, adding feat the condition of 
fee Arab minority is improving 
and tire municipal and educational 
gaps are being reduced. "The 
heads of fee Arab population 
should know that by worsening 
fee relations... they are damaging 
fee process of their full integration 
into fee stale’s daily life.” 

PoHartl pilgrimage 

Writing In YeeSot, Stan Haber 
criticized the latest trend among 
the ministers of flying to the US in 
order to meet with imprisoned spy 
Jonathan Pollard. Haber claimed 
these highly publicized visits are 
not only ineffective but are dam¬ 
aging Pollard’s prospects of 
receiving a pardon. 

"What good will the photos 
with Pollard do for his release?” 
he asked. “They will stick turn in 
prison for more years, but on the 
other hand, they will benefit the 
popularity of a few ministers in 
Israel whose concern for Pollard 
may be authentic, but their con¬ 
cern for themselves and their 
election is much more signifi¬ 
cant” 

The visits only will annoy the 
decisionmakers in Washington, he 
added. 


The controversy of Rita’s role in 
the jubilee celebrations highlight¬ 
ed the materialistic philosophy by 
which we .ail live, Matti Golan 
claimed in YedioL Over the week¬ 
end, the popular singer retracted 
her decision to withdraw from 
ringing the national anthem at fee 
-■■ main Independence Day perfor¬ 
mance. 

She had said feat rite could not 
sing wife love after being criti¬ 
cized by fee public for the high foe 
feat she would receive for the per¬ 
formance. 

.“Money equals love, lqve equals 
money. This is a social value equa¬ 
tion feat guides all our fives and 
actions, including those of Rita," 
Golan wrote. 


Iranian foreign minister 

Hizbullah’s goal met if IDF withdraws 


BEIRUT (Reuters) - Iran said yester¬ 
day that Hizbullah would have achieved 
its goals if Israel withdrew its troops 
from the security zone in southern 
Lebanon. 

“I think when Israel withdraws from 
south Lebanon, tire aims of the resistance 
would have been achieved in reality,” 
Iranian Foreign Minister Kama) Kharrazi 
told reporters after meeting his Lebanese 
counterpart Faris Bouez in Beirut. 

Hizbullah has refused to say if it would 
accept Israel's offer to withdrawal from fee 
security zone under UN Security Council 
Resolution 42S, on condition the Lebanese 
Army would prevent attacks after a with¬ 
drawal. 

Kharrazi declined to respond to a ques¬ 
tion on whether Iran would stop supporting 
Hizbullah in fee event of an Israeli with¬ 
drawal. 

Kharrazi arrived in Beirut yesterday 
from Damascus, where he called Israel’s 
withdrawal proposal a trick and said it 
would be foiled. 

“Israel is obliged to withdraw without 
any conditions,” Kharrazi said after his 
talks with Bouez. 

Lebanon and Syria have rejected fee 
Israeli offer, saying Resolution .425 is 


unconditional and leaves no room for 
negotiations. 

Kharrazi also said yesterday US hostil¬ 
ity to his country had not changed and 
dismissed reports Washington had pro¬ 
posed basing a US diplomat in Teheran. 
Kharrazi replied “no” when asked by a 
reporter if a Teheran newspaper report 
about a US proposal to base an American 
at fee Swiss Embassy in Teheran was cor¬ 
rect 

"There have been no changes in fee 
aggressive American policy against Iran.” 
Kharrazi said through an Arabic transla¬ 
tor. 

“There have been some changes but 
there was no change in the core of fee 
American policy and as the policies did 
not change there is no place for normal¬ 
ization,” be added. 

Iran’s Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Minister Ataollah Mohajerani was quoted 
by the daily Khobar newspaper on 
Sunday as saying the Iranian government 
had received a written proposal that a US 
official be based at the Swiss embassy in 
Teheran. 

The embassy of Switzerland handles 
all US diplomatic correspondence wife 
Iran. 
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Tr an Ian Foreign Minister Kama] Kharrazi (left) and Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Faris Bouez exit Bouez’s office in Beirut after their meeting yesterday. (Reuters) 
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THIS YEAR WE OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF OSEM PRODUCTS 


1 Also for those who do not eat kitniot 

free of Tevel, Orla and Shmita 

• Clear chicken soup 

• Beef soup 

• Onion soup 

• Chicken soup Adif (parve) 

• Vegetable soup 

• Mushroom soup 

• Chicken soup 

• Adif soup 

• Vegetable soup 

• Mushroom soup 

• Onion soup 

• Country 
vegetable soup 

• Potato and 
vegetable soup 

• Mushroom soup 

• Roast gravy powder 

• Instant puddings: vanilla and chocolate 

• Instant jelly: raspberry, strawberry Tttjg'zntlD 

• Chocoman/Chocoland-instant chocolate drink (parve) 

ALL THE ABOVE PRODUCTS ARE UNDER THE KASHRUT SUPERVISION 

OF RABBI MOSHE Y. L LANDA, RABBI ABA'D OF BNEI BRAK. 


_ • Kneidlach 

Instant matza ball mix 

Kosher For Passover (parve) under the kashrut supervision of the Rabbinate of Sderot 


• Ketchup 

r ~ 

• Real mayonnaise cotton seed on 

^— - — - —- 

• Preserved lemon juice 

• Natural vinegar 
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a variety of types 


Kosher For Passover (pare) also forthose who do not eat--- 

kitniot, Under the supervision of Rabbi Ya’acov fcSoshe Chatfep, j 
With a special symbol on the iabet • 1 

Kosher For Passover (paw), Under the suenfbfcm of Rabbi j 

Ya'acov Moshe Chariap, with a special symbol on the label. I 

Kosher For Passover (parve), Under the supervision of Rabbi 
Ya'acov Moshe Charlapand the supervision oftheChief jj 
Rabbinate of Natanya, With a special symbol on the label _ 

Kosher For Passover (parve), Under the supervision of the > 
Chief Rabbinate of Jerusalem, With a special symbol on the f 
package. 






MONACO Fitter coffee - Decaffeinated filter coffee 

Au: rt « - i al: ma etinlre. Kosher For Passover (parve), Under the supervision of Rabbi Ya'acov 

Vr flips 9 011 ipS OlICKS Moshe Chariap and the Chief Rabbinate of Natanya. 


Mad© frOilt J 2 n i2 n " ^ av 2 rec * s Hf Kosher For Passover (parve), Under the supervision of the 

{SAMjJJ Mata meal 2 GriM^flavor^s/lck Netanya Chief Rabbin^ “ 



CHOCOLATE CAKE with Coconut , . 

MARBLE CAKE Kosher For Passover (parve) for thosewho do not eat kitniot 

f!HOnn( atf CHIP CAKE Under the supervision of Kaimiel Chief Rabbinate. 

WALNUT CAKE 


MANA HAMA • PoWoe (puree) with muslroon® { 

mniw nwmH • Potatoe (puree) With vegetables VfflhaspecjalsynAolonfhepactege. _ * 

Kosher For Passover for those who eat kitniot, free of Tevel, Orla and Shmita 




MANA HAMA 


Majadaranice and lentils dish 
Rice with tomatoes dish 


• TEHINA/SEASONED TEHINA 

• APROPOS Party snack 

• AMIGOS Com snack 

^ BAM BA Corn and peanut snack 

• COMICS Fruit flavored snacks 


Kosher For Passover (parve) for those who eat kitniot, Under the supervision 

of Rabbi Ya’acov Moshe Chariap, With a special symbol on the package. A S? A 


Kosher For Passover (parve) for those who eat kitrtoL 
Under the supervision of Rabbi Yb'acov Moshe Chariap. 
aid the Chief Rabbinate of Netanya. 


Kosher For Passover (parve) for those who eat kitniot, Under the 

supervision of Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap, With a special ^ AncsblTO* 

symbol on the package. xk. ^ 



RICE CAKES Prichonim 

ITALIAN STYLE SALAD DRESSING 

THOUSAND ISLANDS SALAD DRESSING 


Under the supervision of Holon Chief Rabbinate and Rabbi Ya'acov ^ 

Moshe Chariap, With a special symbol on the package. ^ rnbsfr 

Kosher For Passover (parve) lemefiadrin for those who eat krbiio^ ^ 

Under the supervision of Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap, With a ^ 

special symbol on the package. 

Kosher For Passover (pave) for those who eat kitniot, Under the 

supervision of Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap, With a special W k gg e 

symbol on the package. _^ 


Mo’adim leSimha <Jg2p> . 

Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap Shaiita, Rabbi of the OSEM group, will answer your kashrut questions regarding our Kosher j 
For Passover products from Sunday April 5th to Tuesday April 7th, between 12 noon and 3 p.m. Tel. 03-9265373 
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nTf Com* Judge AKEfBB^fagftT^yesterday freed 

and ordered him 


rhTTi - 00016 flnt ““ s traJvfen,;25, of Tel Aviv, was 
caared with two counts of rapra^Dgid woman; he pleaded 
i®mceat bar admj^tea&tgteHttch. “Ii’s hard to say 
we’re iaifcmg about iap 5 *sai$€i£jiage T “since the sexual act 
ai fbst began with tteccoaentri£fe'th parties and even in the 
pJamtifTs version it was rndy drang the course of sexual con- 


I _ The judge concluded there was thus no prima facie evidence 
m the fust count; butacccpfcd the woman's testimony regarding 
the second alfe gwrl y^pq, '- ■ • Itim 

SafikHalafiy Indicted on tax charges 

The nonprofit^association that runs the Hapoel Daliat al- 
Cannel soccer oapi, Channel 1 news director Rafik HaJaby, and 
' Rasswn'Na&ix; df Daliat ai-CarmeL were indicted on tax 
charg es fe Haifa Magistrates Court yesterday. 

According *** die indictment, Halaby and Nadur, who were 
active directors of the association, failed to file returns on time 
for December 1992 and June-September 1993 and failed to pay 
N1S 121,707 in taxes withheld from employees and subcoimac- 
' tars.' ' ' . 

Their trial has been set for April 19. Itim 

fchatom demands M return equipment 

Following the arrest of a Transport Ministry survey team in 
eastern Jerusalem by the Palestinian Police, Transport Minister 
Shaul Yahalom called upon Internal Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani to effect the return of the team’s equipment. 

According to the Transport Ministry, the team, made up of 
Bethlehem residents, had been conducting a study on transport 
needs in eastern Jerusalem last Tuesday, when the Palestinian 
Police apprehended them and took them to Ramaliah for ques¬ 
tioning. Their equipment, including a rental car, cellular phones, 
recording equipment and tapes which the ministry said were of 
important research value, was confiscated. 

Yahalom said Sunday that the arrest took place on Israeli terri¬ 
tory, totally disregarding the prohibition on the PA to work 
inside Israel. Haim Shapiro 

West Bank Christians aloired to travel on Easter 

Almost all Christians from the West Bank will be able to enter 
Israel throughout the Easter period by presenting their identity 
cards alone. The exception is those between 16 and 25 years 
old, who must acquire a permit from the Civil Administration. 

In addition, the Civil Administration is also to grant permits to 
Palestinian Christians to remain in Israel with their families for 
up to a week during the festive season. This year, the period of 
Easter is from April 5. when the Catholics and Protestants cele¬ 
brate Palm Sunday, through April 19. which the Orthodox com¬ 
munities mark Easter. Haim Shapiro 

Drivers can turn off lights on intercity roads 

Today is the last day this season that drivers will be required 
to turn on their headlights while driving on intercity roads. 
Motorcyclists, however, are still required to use the headlight 
during the day on intercity roads. 

According to the Transport Ministry, some 90 percent of dri¬ 
vers complied with the regulation, which was in effect through¬ 
out ihe winter. Itim 


Labor recycles Zandbe; 
national service bill 


ByliflT COLUNS 

A week after a bill by Tsoroet whip Eliezer 
Zandberg calling for national military or public 
service for all was defeated by a huge Knesset 
majority. Labor Party leader Ehud Barak has 
asked party MKs to draw up similar legislation. 

Unlike Zandberg’s bill, which included both 
Arabs and haredim, Labor’s bill is to aim only 
at haredi yeshiva students. The bill has met 
with predictable opposition from haredi MKs, 
although they say there is only an outside 
chance of it passing into law. 

Barak reportedly still supports the idea of 
mandatory national service in a civilian frame¬ 
work for Arab citizens, but believes the idea 
can only be carried out at the same time other 
measures are taken to improve quality of life in 
the Arab sector. 

MK Uzi Baram (Labor) told Israel Radio 
yesterday that the underlying premise of the 
proposal is that no other issue plays such a 
large role in the growing gap between secular 
and religious as the haredim’s large-scale 
exemptions from military service. He noted the 
exemptions in the early "days of the state were 
meant for only a small number of yeshiva stu¬ 
dents. but the numbers have grown. 


“By the year 2000 and on, there are those 
who think dial more than 40 percent of die pop¬ 
ulation will not do national service,” Baram 
said. The bill being drawn up focuses largely 
on mandatory national service as an alternative 
for military service, he said, with a limited 
number of exemptions for yeshiva students. 

Baram said he does not believe the plan will 
boomerang during the next elections, because 
the haredim themselves are considering ways 
for more of them to do national.service. 

He said Labor’s bill would differ, from 
Zandberg’s because it would not affect jtbe 
Arab population. He also criticized a clause, 
which* Zandberg dropped before the vote, 
which would have denied the vote to those who 
of their own free wilt do not perform national 
service. 

He rejected the possibility that Labor had 
purposely refused to support Zandberg’s bin so 
it could get full credit for its own similar pro¬ 
posal. 

MK Yossi Beilin, who has raised die idea in 
the past and is working on the bill, said 15% of 
all those eligible for irulitaiy service every year 
are exempted for yesfaiva study. 

He said the yeshiva establishment had come 
to rely on the fact that its students register as a 


. way of avoiding the draft. Beilin sud'be wants 
to avoid a situation in which thousands fraudu¬ 
lently ask for permits as yeshiva students as the 
only means of not doing military service.. 

MK Moshe Gafiii (United Tbrah Judaism) 
ynd the figures of those who do not serve are 
much lower than generally believed. Tfe said 
that since the creation of the state 60, 000 pe o- 
ple had received deferments on these grounds; 
currently there are 29,000 between die ages w 
17 and 50 who have deferments and a t arge a nd 
growing number eventually do some form.of 
nftrin nal service and reserve duty. . . 

He said the argument of the contribution of 
yeshiva students is an ancient one and is even, 
mentioned in the Gemaia. Gafni said part of 
the present problem stems from the completely 
different perspectives of the secular and reli¬ 
gious world; nautoly that the haredim think that 

studying Torah keeps die Jewish people alive 
and is at least as important as the contribution 
of non-combatant soldiers serving in offices. 

In response to the Labor initiative, Tsomet 
issued a statement saying: ‘“Labor’s proposal io 
recycle Tsomei’s bill for compulsory conscrip¬ 
tion, four days after it made it fail in the 
Knesset, is hypocritical and a scornful attempt 
to gain ratings.” 



Susskin appeals 

Tatiana Susskin sits In the Supreme Court yesterday, where 
she appealed her two-year sentence for stonethrowing and 
incitement. Susskin, who drew a poster of Mohammed as a 
pig trampling the Koran, told the court she stoned a 
Palestinian driver in self-defense as he tried to ran her over. 
Hie court will hand down its decision at a later date. 

... ...... -- T ■■ - (Flash 90) 



Zvi Ben-Ari sits in Td Aviv District Court yesterday. Hie 
court permitted the police to examine documents fbtmdin 
the office of Ben-All’s former attorney, Shmud Khnhi, who 
is suspected of involvement, in someof tbeJ3 fraud.crimes 
Ben-Ari has been •convicted oLBothBen-Ari and BpM . 
with drew their claims to Ipyyer^ciient confidentiality oyer..., 
the materials - ii > - CBmQssendry«*/liradSun) 


Security 
Council: 
Draft haredim 

By MCHAL TflPBJBMt 

The Peace and Security Council 
is call mg on the government to 
act ro draft haredim* 

“More than 28.000 yeshiva sin- 
dents of enlistment age take no 
part in the national effort and do 
not serve in the army. This is a 
socially disastrous situation 
which arouses deep resentment 
among those who do served and 
damages the unity of Israeli soci¬ 
ety,” the council, comprising 
some. 1,000 reserve generals, 
senior officers, professors, and 

senior businesspeople, announ¬ 
ced at its meeting on Sunday. - 
The council warned the present 
situation, which discriminates 
against the secular publi c, can not 
continue, for long mid demanded 
eq uali ty in bearing the national 
burden. 

Maj.-Gen. (res.) Ran Goon, a 
former OC Manpower, said the • 
arrangement exemptin g - yeshr ra 
students and others constitutes 
“blatant discrimination. fris not ‘ 
based on military criteria and in 
fact anyone who wants to join 
this class can do so.” 

Rabbi Mordecbai NeugerschaJ, 
the council’s guest, speaker; sur¬ 
prised his audience when be 
announced he is in favor of sepa¬ 
rating state from religion and of 
equality in bearing the national 
burden. : 

But he was heckled and inter¬ 
rupted when he urged the secular 
community'to accept the haredi 
assertion that Torah study is as 
important as military service. 

“Can you forbid me to believe 
studying Torah is a weapon?” 
NeugerschaJ asked. . 

“Can you forbid us to despise 
you?” responded people in the 
audience, and were hushed by 
council chairman Shlomo Lahat 
“You cannot enlist a whole 
group against its will. Neither the 
High Court of Justice nor military 
law will do any good, the issues 
have to be worked out at die 
deepest, philosophical level,” 
NeugerschaJ said. 

■ He called for mutual respect 
and communication between the 
leaders of the secular and reli¬ 
gious communities , to find a solu¬ 
tion. 

Council members pointed out 
that - it is the' haredi community 
which regards the secular pufebc 
with, contempt -and- warned the 
present situation is close to 
explosion. • - - 
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EILAT_ 

/lANDOORl Indian Restaurant-The only restarant in israal where prioe SHAKES ' S 

I HANDS with QUAUTY and qjantity smies. Uvetjadbonalffldan dancing datyKing^ Wharf 
\ Lagoona Hotel Telefax. 07-633 879,638 6B74. Open noon^30pJT^ 6 pjn.-mktiight . 

HERZUYA PJTUAH _ 

/TANDOORI Indian Restaurant- Only restaurant where price SHAKES HANDS wShN 
I CmUTY^quan»ysm^BuMUxi<*NlS 45 (children ^23).Open noov3{urc 1 
\ 7 p.m.-1 am. Mercazhn BuMng, 32 Mashit St Tel 09 -954 67Q2,Tel/Fax 954 6789. j 

/ATLANTIS FISH & SEA FOOD RESTAURANT - Three Course Business 
I Lunch tor only NIS 59 find, one glass ol wine). Open daily noon-1 aLm. j 

\Mercazim Building, 32 Maskit St Tel. 09-956 8959. J 

J ERUSALEM _ 

/ANGELQ RISTORANTEITAUANO - Frommerts 1997 Guide says. The most sipab^ 
I pasta m the country..." Also freshlish&Roman specialties. Kosher Dairy.Cal owners 
V^ Angelo DiSegra/Lori Hosenloanz tor reservations. 9 Horkanos. TeLOZ-623 6095. j 

/BIRD OF PARADISE (Old City) - Fresh home made food - Dairy and 
I vegetarian cuisine, mellow atmosphere in the heart of the Jewish Quarter, live 
y music and poelry. Kosher 56 Chabad SL (above the Caido) TeL 02-626 4723. 

/DARN A - Authentic Moroccan Restaurant, KOSHER. Our home Is your home. 

Business lunch; salads, couscous, dessert, traditional mnt tea. Onhr NIS 69. with 
\ ^a0. Open 12-3 pm. 6:30-11.30 p.m. 3 Hortanos St TeL 02-624 5406. ^ 

/EUCALYPTUS-The taste of Israel from Bttcal Days. ExceOant meat, fish & vege-"^ 
I tarian dishes enhanced by a masterful use of herbs and spices. Luncheon specials. 
V ^yening entertainment. Rave reviews. Kosher. 7 HortcenusSL TeL 02-624 4331. 

/HECHAL SHLOMO - RESTAURANT/CATERERS serving you the best, freshest, % 
| most delicious food in an exclusive environment Functions tor 143 to 150. Brit Mfehs, 
y Bar mzvafts, 7 Brachos. 58 King George St. Glatt Kosherfmeat TeL 02-622 3312. 

/koHINOOR Kosher Indian Restaurant-Kashrut supervision by Rabbi^Vbsef ) 
j Fmk. Buffet lunch NIS 47 (children NIS 24) Open 12-4 pm.; 6 pm.-midnighL j 
\Hohday Inn Hotel. The CnMne Plaza. TeL 02-658 8867, TeUFax. 02-853 6667. J 

( LITTLE JERUSALEM- The Teho House, Kosher Dary & Fish. Open tor ^ 

breakfast, lunch, dinner. Delightful garden setting. Free entrance to the famous Anna 
Tcho Museum. Live Jazz Tuesday ewBnmgs. 9 HaRav Kook SL Tet 02-624 4186^ 

/marvad h AKSAMIN ORIBVTAL RESTAURANT - Mid-Eastern and Yknente ^ 
food: Kosher/meat Open for lunch & dinrw ffll 11 pm. Sua-Thurs.. Firt ffl 3 pjn. 
\ 16 King George St TeL 02-625 447a __ 

/NORMAN'S STEAICN BURGER - Freshest burgers, steaks, ribs, chicken, fish, salafs 
I and mere, ra perfection. FamSy cfirwig, American atmosphere & sorvn*, tosher 

\ Jerusalem Rabbinae. 27 Emek Ream, toman Colony.TeL IS-565 6601 _ j 

/RESTAURANT MSHKBNOT SHAANAMM - Superb French cuisine for hmch 
I dinner. 7 days a week. Outsrendrng wine cellar, eluant siting - spectacular view - 
^ private room. Located in Yemm M oshe (below the Guest House). Tel 02-6251042. J 

(^lENZI - Candlelight dining in an elegant decor. Fresh rah and homemade* 
1 pasta. Kosher Umehadrin-Dairy. Open Hoi Ha’Moed Pessah. Open 
\ Saturday night. 10 King David St. (Opp New Hilton Hotel). TeL 02-622 2312. j 

/A Jerusalem landmark - RIM0N RESTAURANT Grilled Meats and Afiddte N 
I Eastern cuisine. CAFE RIMON Dairy and Fish. Superb pastry. Indoor-cukJocr 
\ seating. Glatt Kosher Umehadrin. 4 Luntt SUoff Midrachov). TeL 02-62* 3712 j 

f 3HBNERS - Kreplach Soup to Jerusalem Mixed Grill. Great food at reasonable^ 
I ? IC:es, SKVec * ' n 3 cozy niodem setting. Luncheon spedais. Open noon-11 pm. 

V. Glatt Kosher-Uehadnn. Kanfei Neshartm 24, Givat ShauL Tefc (&651-1446. > 


/ SIGMUND CORNER BISTRO/CAFE - An deco decor. Serving Kosher crepes, 

1 sandwiches, soijb & brewed coffees; reasonable prices. Sua-Thur 7 am-1 a.m., 

V ^Fri. 7 a.HL-3 pm, SaL 6:55 pm.-1 ajn. Comer Azza/Ha’ari Sts. Tel 02-563-9212. 

/THEWILD 8ULLSHOR HA BAR STEAK HOUSE-Finestquafty meats and generous N 
J portions. TrobaUy ihe best sterforndhanburgers in town*. OPOI FOR PESSACH/Kosher. 
y Fbrresgvalionscafl02-6244395. SYa'abetzSl, Jemsalem(behindflwBefl Center)^ , 

/THE 7Th PLACE - Popular Jerusalem (fining spot, authentic Southern 
Indian and dairy cuiana Spacious, bright and frierxfiy. Live show every night 
Vy Kbsher. 37 HBelSL (Beit Agron-the journalists center). Tel 02-625 4495. 

/tROGADERO^- New Italian Rasta urart and Coffee Shop in the elegant Judaea 
I Center A Gush BzfonJunctmMagnfficert views. Private Party teases. Free glass 
\ j)f wine with ad. Open 9 a.m. - midnight & Sal night Kosher dairy Tel 02-993 4040. 

/tzadDIICS New York Style Den -Jerusalem* authentic dell Corned beef, 

I roast beef, bnsket, salarri, all-bed hoi dogs, HSH bagels, (kaft beer. Kosher-Mehadrirt. 
\^2 Trfferet Yisrael SL, The Jewish Quarter. 10 a.m.-10 pun Tel. 02-0272148. 

G AULEE-MHZPE MICHMANIM _ 

/tAIKO-T raditional Japanese home cooking known far its aesthetic and health 
J quafittes. Adjacent stucfoandexhSxtion of Idmono design by the artist A magnificent 
V^ vlewol tower GaBee from the peak of ML Kamoa Tel/Fax. 04-968 4989. _ 

N EGEV _ 

/OUSHWIA NABATEAN RESTAURANT- Pastoral atmosphere, in heart of Mamshit ^ 

I articpitiessteol the Nabatean period. Food, decor m the spirit of the period Open Mon- 
\ SatctosedFri eves and hcfcfay eves. Reservations required. Tel 07-655-5596, K^574^ 

ROSH PINA 


B'BAYTT SHBL RAEA - in the heart of okl Rash Flna. find an intimate 


ISRAEL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY 
BEN-GURION INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


r^u-ruiscB 
f Bum: otti 


\ Gounnacooking and reasondfe prices.^Tetetax: 006936192 if J 

TE L AVIV _ 

( Ram*Aviv Hotel 151 NamirRd. Garden rooms (tourist dass), 12 hafts far \ 

senwiarsweddtogs,Ba-n#2vas k Brth& Visit our ■W-FONTANA" l«ai koda restauanL ) 
Free parting, for reeerv^ons: TeL 0M994J777, Fax. 034990997. J 

[\RESTAURANT CAFE TEL AVIV (former f^andylsi - ItaBan a \ 

I Medlter7aiemCidslne.T)eJicjous... Fantastic-. Out of this world..." Open tor 
\ tonch and dinner. HayarKon 317, Tel Aviv, TeL 03 -5446282, for reservation. J 

f rANDOOffl bxflanRestBuant-TTte only Incfian restaurant where price SHAKES HANDS 
I with OUAliTY and quanSysmftes. Buffet Lunch NIS 45 (ctAfien NIS 23). Open 1230 pjm.- I 
\ s 330pjii;7p.m.-1ajn. 2 Zantenho8SLDizaigo3Sq.Tel. 03^296185,629Sag, J 

> 100 Continuous Days at special rate • 

1 I 

* To appear in this special tourism column ■ 
1 or for more details - send fax to: « 

! 100 DAYS Fax. 02-5388 408 i| 

1 or call Tei Am Area - , 

■ Tel. 03-839 0333 (Ruthie) Fax: 030390277 , 


At Ben-Gurion Airport we 


Ben-Gurion Airport is ready for the thousands of people traveling 
abroad during Pessah. We would like to Inform travelers during this 
period about the easiest and most convenient way to depart for 
abroad and the wide range of services available atffie airport 


We recommend passengers to take 
advantage of the pre-flight services. 

This will save valuable time and wear 
and tear on your nerves, and enable you 
to reach passport control and the Duty 
Free shops qufckty. At these pre-flight 
centers yofi^ar^de^osit your luggage 
and obtairTboao$r^pa§ses - for only 
NIS10. ' ^5^-. 

\ 

The centers are located, as foflows^-.^ /Zr. 
Jerusalem (7 Rehpv Canfei NeshaftoT*^ 
Givat Shaul), ^ ^ 

Tel Aviv (RakevetHazafcin - Arlosorof),' 
Haifa (Interna^&Spngress CJentdr,;2 
Rehov Kadush^asQT' BeershebgL^.^ : 
(Beth Ha'am, 2,ShdCTpt.Shs^arL Eilat ^ 
Airport; HarferAfrpqEtjfibsh Pina 
Airport; Kiryat Shmoneh airfield. 

For details call the national automatic 
information service: 03-972-3388 


We advise you to check in advance with 
your travel agent which is your correct 
terminal - the Man Terminal (no.1) or 
Terminal 2- For your convenience there 
is free transportation between the car 
parks and the terminals. 


UK* WMC Vt I 

You should arrive three hours before 
your departure time and go to the 
security check area, following the signs. 
Directions can be obtained from the 
ground stewards, who await you at the 
terminal entrance and inside. 


It is strongly advisedthat you should come 
to the terminal alone, so as to make it 
easier for travelers. 


There is.short-term and longterm parking 
available, and a free internal 
transportation service. 


iisayfce^tri^ 


English:1^973*ij 


ssrvice^J^l^^g^dSedetailed 
inform^ori^flfohtaepartures and 
arrivals^nmir languages. 

Hebrew 03^972-3333; English: 03-972-3344* 
Arabic 03-972-3355; Russian 03-972-3366, * 
A 24-hour information service is availahip 
by calling 03-9710000. 

Stsxsszss 
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Security deal signed with Uruguay 


ByJAYBUSWMSKY 


Uruguay's PreskJent Julio Maria 
Sangtixnetti- signed- three deals on 
coopeaarion^ridiBiaeT in toe fields 
of social security, investments and 
medical and veterinary care. 

Israel and Uruguay also wiH 
conduct! a joint economic s eminar 
the purpose of which win be to 
balance tire trade, relationship 
between thetwo countries, which, 
according ;,to. . Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, has been 
substantiaSyin Uruguay’s favor. 

Netanyaha said toe social securi¬ 
ty deal is die first of its hind with a 
Latin American country. The Trim 
news agesey ^quoted him as saying 
it will protect individuals who 
transfer their places off domicile 
from one^ram&y to the other 
■ Earlier, - Sanguinetti and bis 
entourage-4f senior officials and 
Uruguayan business executives 
participated in an official welcome 
ceremony at President Ezer 
Wei 2 mai!s ‘ residence, ' where 
Weizman said, “Wfe have gooe a 
long waywito the Palestinians and 
the two sides, must do everything 
today to advance farther and pre¬ 
vent a dangerous deterioration.” 



Uruguay’s President Julio Maria Sangninetti Cleft) and President Ezer WeSzman review an honor guard at Beit Hanassi yesterday. 

(And JenMolimricn 


Rapist gets 
22 years 


Alexander Piskonov, 28, of 
Kiryat Motzkin, was sentenced 
yesterday to 22 years’ imprison¬ 
ment by the Haifo District Court, 
after confessing to raping two 
women and molesting five others 
in the Haifa Bay suburbs. 

In one case, Piskonov accosted a 
woman as she was about to enter 
her Kiryat Bialik home, grabbed 
her from behind, and, bolding a 
knife to her neck, dragged her into 
some bushes in back of her home 
and raped her. 

Afterward, be thanked his victim, 
apologized, and suggested that die 
cany tear gas for self-protection. 

A week later Piskonov broke into 
a woman's Kiryat Motzkin home, 
surprised her as die was sleeping, 
raped her at knifepoint and then 
sodomized her. The woman also 
suffered cuts from the knife. 

Piskonov, who also assaulted five 
other women, was finally caught in 
December when one of the rape 
victims agreed to cooperate and act 
as a decoy in a police ambush. 
Piskonov was wearing a bra when 


he was arrested and became known 
as the “bra-wearing rapist" 

A psychiatric evaluation showed 
that while Piskonov suffered from 
a personality disorder, he was not 
psychotic. During the trial, the 
accused expressed regret for his 
actions. His lawyer noted that 
Piskonov had immigrated here a 
year ago, had suffered absorption 
difficulties and was having prob¬ 
lems with his wife. 

Judges Micha Lindenstrauss, 
Salim Jubran and Menahem 
Ne’eman, said, in passing sen¬ 
tence, that the fact that Piskonov 
confessed had spared the women 
he had attacked the trauma of con¬ 
fronting him in the courtroom. 

Nevertheless, they added, the 
number of assaults involved de¬ 
monstrated he acted methodically, 
and because rapes and other sex 
crimes are becoming more com¬ 
mon, it was necessary to issue harsh 
sentences, to deter others who, like 
the accused, "believe that the body 
of a woman is lair game and that 
they are free to abuse iL" (Him) 


Test-tube baby’s sex 
chosen to ensure 



ByJUPYSffiOB. 

Israel's, first test-tube: baby 
whose sex was chosen in order fo 
avoid a severe genetic disease was 
bom Friday at Poriya Hospital 
outside.Tiberias. The tmusual in- 
vitro procedure - which has so far 
produced only 150 babies abroad. 
- . was -j performed last July at ■ 
HadassahrUniversTty Hospital on 
Ml Scopus in Jerusalem. . 

The 3.1-kflogram, healthy baby, 
girl was bom toa 24-year-okl moth¬ 
er who had trouble getting preg- 
nant Hadassah tests showed that 
her husbaack-who is also her cousin, 
suffered from a. genetic syndrome 
with a high risk of infertility and a 
high rate of mental retardation in 
tbe mate offspring. An excess of sex 
chmmoswes is-toe: cause .of, this, 
paxticufo$)tadmmm xt'itns 

id, oukftd* allow nfrexonple to- 
have healthy childretvgynecology 
and obstetrics department doctors, 
headed by its chairman Prof. Neri 
Laufer, performed in-vitro fertil¬ 
ization Bong six ova. Five 


embryos were produced-. 

To ensure that no males were 
implanted m the uterus, they took 
ooe cell from each of the eight-cell 
embryos to determine their sex. Of 
the. five, four were female 
embryos, and they were implanted 
in fife womb; one of them devel¬ 
oped into a healthy baby. 

Laufer explained that Hadassah 
has so far made 14 attempts at pre- 
implantation genetic diagnosis for 
Tay-Sachs, cystic fibrosis, and Rh 
factor incompatibility; of these, 
three women have become preg- 
nant, the first just having given 
birth atPoriya. 

Laufer said he knows of no other 
Israeli hospitals that have pro¬ 
duced a pregnancy after selecting 
. healthy embryos. 

The Hadassah gynecologist said 
the Health Ministry permits such--- 
procedures ooljToo embryos that- • 
could beaffected by serious genet¬ 
ic-diseases, and not for-choosing 
the sex of a baby merely out of 
convenience or personal prefer¬ 
ence-. • 


US fimd-raisers meet today 
with Burg on Agency debt 


QjrWUKW NEMRY; 

■ ■. 

NEW ARK - The “United 
Israel Appeal, which forwards 
United Jewish Appeal funds to the 
Jewish Agency, is meeting in New 
York today with agency head 
Avraham Burg to discuss the 
agency’s $400 million debt 
The agency is no loader able to 
borrow from the banks, is behind in 
paying its suppliers and is said to 
be havfrip trouble meeting its pay-, 
roll, according to published reports. 

The agency has made an appeal 
fa- $60 million in emergency aid 
from local federations. Sources 
said yesterday the federations 
were likely' to come up with part, 
but not all, of that request 
Jewish philanthropy through the 


UJA and federation system has 
been somewhat flat, even as denar 
i tions for "boutique" philanthropies, 
that target Israeli hospitals, univer¬ 
sities and mnrenms has jumped. 

Federation aid to Israel also has 
been eroded by changing spending 
practices. .While tbe federations 
used to forward most of their 
donations to Israel, in the last 
decade they have been retaining ax 
least .half to underwrite domestic 
Jewish programs. 

Much of tee Jewish Agency’s 
debt is associated with tbe massive 
aliya. from Ethiopia and die former 
Soviet Union. US Jews helped, 
finance those costs wife a “Oper¬ 
ation Exodus" campaign that raised 
some $900 traBion for aliya and 
absarptioabetween 1990 and 1994. 


British Jews: UK refusal 
to repay WWII victims 
of asset seizure ‘shameful’ 



XfDQUGLAS PAWS 

- The Board of 
British Jewry has 
‘‘shameful’'' toe 

_merit's refusal to 

Jews whose .assets 
is. enemy' property 
WarD. 

estimated ai np to 
current value, bad' 
nrBriiish commer- - 
safekeeping by 
. Whose countries 
Nazi occupation 
rmany, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, 
in made a token 

_it 1,000 survivors 

ite to provide : proof 
“deprived of liberty” 
ij- left their home 
acted against the. 
not at joyed fell cit-. 

. imdftr Nazi rule, 
entitled to claim if 
«ow that toe original 
v* toe assets had died as 

»ffic wan Suicide to avoid 

station did not count, 
tbe assets were used 
government to com- 
^ ckizens wbo bad 
ftnemy countries'as a 

^Tt is. sfejacfhl if the govem- 

_■ v, .. 




meat refuses compensation for 
those to those whose : assets; were 
confiscated," said NevtDe Nagler, 
chief executive-of toe Board, of 
Deputies: ‘They or their descen- 
danis have wafrpdrnore than half a 
centmy for justice.” 

The British, government has 
investigated toe issue and is due to 
publish a report on its findings on 
Friday. The report is expected to 
include toe names of some 25,000 
accounts that were seized, includ¬ 
ing those belonging to actual ene¬ 
mies, and details of payments that 
had been made. 

However, it is not expected to 
include a recommendation that any 
of toe remaining ctaimamsshould 
be compensated or reimbursed. 

' This wflj be particularly embar¬ 
rassing for Britain, which convened 
toe Nazi gold conference in London 
last December to press for investi¬ 
gations into available knowledge on 
gold looted by toe Nazis from both 
countries and individuals, to exanv 
ine steps taken to reiiribinse coun¬ 
tries and compensate individual 
victims, and to examine toe case for 
farther compensation of individuals 
or retrabutsemew of countries. 

Swiss banks, which were cast as 
the major villain at toe conference, 
last week agreed to compensate 
Holocaust victims. 
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Nestle 


THIS YEAR WE OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF KOSHER FOR 

PASSOVER PRODUCTS 


laFROUMINE 


• Coated coconut cookies 

• Coated peanut cookies 

• Punch cookies 


Coconut and Sesame cookies 
filled with dstss 

Kosher For Passover {pave) tor those who Ml kitrtiot.Qnly. 
Peanut COOki&S Under the supervision of the Caimiel Rabbinate. 


• Coconut cookies with nuts 

• Coconut cookies 

• Date filled coconut cookies 

• Coconut cookies with chocolate chips 


Kosher For Passover (pare). 

Under the st^iervision of the Camiel R^ablnale. 


• Vanilla sugar 

• Baking powder (from matza meal or potato flour only) 

• Sugared fruits: cherries, citrus fruit peel 

• Essences (drip top)-Vanilla, rum 


Kosher For Passover with a special symbol 
on the package, Under the supervision 
of the Rabbinate of Natanya. 


fe "HU3 
la nDD*7 


Jams (excluding Povidal) 

Confitures (excluding Povidai) 

Vitaminchik Syrup - raspberry, orange, pineapple, grape ' 
Syrups and dietetic syrups - for preparation of soft drinks 

Tomato paste 
Gelatin powder ”Ardi u 


• Preserved lemon juice 

• Natural vinegar 

•. Hamitzuyanim: cucumbers, (Size 12-15) 


Kosher For Passover with a special symbol 
on the package Under the supervision 
of the Rabbinate of Natanya. 


$ HIO I 
nDD *7 3 


• Kvetchup regular/spicy 

• Natural Vinegar 5% 

Kosher Fbr Passover (parve) ateo for (hose who 
do not eat kflniot, Under the supervision of 

Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap. 

.<#&%> 
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• Clear tuna chunks in water A2 

Kosher For Passover (pane). Under the supervision of toe 
Rabbinate of TketHacarmeL 


• Clear tuna chunks in oil A2 

• Clear tuna chunks in oil 1.1 Kg. 

Kosher t=or Passover (parve) only for those who eat IritniQt, 

Under the supervision of Rabbinate of Tfrat Hakarmel. 


• U|T7| | mango and peach nectar 
^ ™ apple and orange juice 

Kosher For Passover (parve) 

Under the supervision of toe Rabbinate of Natanya. 
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| • “Sucrazit" products 

Kosher For Passover (parve). 

Under the st^ervision of the Rabbinate of Rosh Ha'ayin. 

1 

I • Sweet Diet Tablets and 

1 Sucrazit liquid 

Under the supervision of toe Rabbinate of RoshHa'ayin, and 
witthechsheroftteBdaHaredit,Jemsafem --► 



• "tN escafe/- OLaasme RICH IN AROMA 

With a special symbol on the labeL 

Under the supervision of 

Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe Chariap. 

^ mra • 

1 •Taster's Choice FREEZE DRIED INSTANT COFFEE 

© 

PARVE 


With a special symbol on the label 

Kosher For Passover. 

• Milk Chocolate 

Kosher For Passover-Dairy 

For those who use powdered mift produced by wfrjews. 


• Milk Chocolate with Hazelnuts 

Under the supervision of Rabbi Ysiaei MetrLevinger> Basel 


^ • Dark / Bitter Chocolate 

Kosher For Passover-Parve 

Under the supervision of Rabbi YsraeJ Mar Levmger-BaseL 

_ _ 


Rabbi Ya'acov Moshe CharJap Shalita, Rabbi of the OSEM group, will answer your kashrut questions regarding our Kosher 
For Passover products from Sunday April 5th to Tuesday April 7th, between 12 noon and 3 p.m. Tei. 03-9265373 
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Dolls within dolls within... 


Column One 



P resident Boris Yeltsin has 
drawn much scorn for a 
peremptory dismissal of 
his cabinet last week, and for 
appointing an inexperienced 
unknown as prime minister of 
such a colossal and troubled 
country. But Yeltsin’s dismissal 
of his solid, if dull, colleague 
Viktor Chernomyrdin was not as 
simple as it looked, and Yeltsin 
is not as daft as he is being 
painted. 

It is still like the wild West out 
in Russia’s political and eco¬ 
nomic hinterland, 
and civilized order 
may not prevail for 
some time. 

Another appro- 
priate metaphor for 
the country’s poli¬ 
tics is the tradition¬ 
al nest of Russian 
wooden dolls - 
remove one and a 
similar one 

remains inside, 
diminished but a 
perfect copy. 

Remove Yeltsin, 
and who will next 
lead Russia? Most 
likely it will be someone who 
will previously have been 
removed by Yeltsin for carrying 
out Yeltsin policies. The 
chronology of last week’s events 
in Russia seemingly begins with 
Yeltsin’s sudden announcement 
that he was firing his cabinet 

Oiling the wheels 
We should perhaps start a lit¬ 
tle further back, at the begin¬ 
ning of February. 

Chernomyrdin, a former chair¬ 
man of Gazprom, was a guest of 
honor when a merger between 
two Russian oil giants was 
announced. They formed Yuksi. 
which is now a member of the 
exclusive club of the world’s 
biggest oil companies. There 
remains one big state oil compa¬ 
ny, Rosneft, and that is due to be 
sold this year. One Russian 
newspaper wrote “die next pres¬ 
ident will be chosen at the 
Rosneft auction.” 

Politics in Russia is now 
inseparable from the world of 
mulii-biilion dollar business. 
Two years ago, Russia's top 
tycoons threw their weight and 
influence behind Yeltsin to 
ensure that the Communist 
leader Gennadi Zyuganov was 
defeated. That puts 
Chernomyrdin's firing in a dif¬ 
ferent light altogether, especial- 
lysm^‘ he at once announced be 
wjtfjimjfor president in 2000. 
? Tt'll.'especially curious when 
coupled with the comment 
Yeltsin gave while he was wel¬ 
coming UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to Moscow. When 
asked what he thought of 
Chernomyrdin's swift declara¬ 
tion of candidacy, Yeltsin drifted 
into his familiar enigma mode. 
“This is no surprise; it is perfect¬ 
ly consistent with our common 
policy and our spirit of coopera¬ 
tion." 

Does that mean Yeltsin fired 
the prime minister so be could 
have a long run in to the presi¬ 
dency? Or does it mean that 
Chernomyrdin can devote his 
time to gathering a powerful 
business and political fraternity 
behind a presidential bid, before 
handing the pre-packed support 
over to the wily Yeltsin, who 
would then announce his candi¬ 
dacy for a third term? 

Kings and Communists 
Russian media analysts are 
having a field day with this lat¬ 


est turn of events. Yeltsin was 
asked if "common policy and 
cooperation” meant he was 
anointing Chernomyrdin as his 
successor. “Kings have succes¬ 
sors," he snapped. “Here we are 
a democracy mid the people 
choose.” 

Sure! Sheep choose which 
fold to sleep in - the close one, 
the familiar one, the ready-made 
one. The people in Russia have a 
long way to go before they are 
as empowered to choose as the 
French, for example. 

In the meantime, 
Russia does have a 
constitution and rales 
of law and govern¬ 
ment, even if they are 
heavily weighted in 
favor of the presiden¬ 
cy. On Friday the 
Duma (parliament) 
will meet to fume 
over Yeltsin’s 
appointment of the 
untested Sergei 
Kiriyenko as prime 
minister. 

Many deputies are 
outraged by Yeltsin's 
cavalier attitude to 
such an important post 
Communist leader Zyuganov, 
whose party is the largest fac¬ 
tion, said he will oppose 
Kiriyenko’s appointment, 
prompting Yeltsin to threaten to 
dismiss parliament. 

After dismissing 

Chernomyrdin, Yeltsin 

announced that he would be 
temporary prime minister. This 
was one of those periodic 
befuddled statements that alarm 
Yeltsin’s aides and make 
Russians wonder if the old man 
is still playing with a full deck. 

Callow youth 

Yeltsin was hastily reminded 
that the constitution explicitly 
outlaws one person from hold¬ 
ing both jobs. So Kiriyenko’s 
appointment had a farcical air. 
as if Yeltsin had waved a band 
around a room and said “Oh all 
right then; you over there, you'll 
do!" 

It may be all very unfair to the 
35-year-old Kiriyenko, an intel¬ 
ligent and diligent banker who 
made a deft jump from 
Komsomol youth Communist to 
capitalist true believer. He was 
made energy minister only four 
months ago, by virtue of a brief 
stint as director of a state oil 
refinery. That was scarcely 
enough time to become familiar 
with the office filing cabinet 
before being catapulted into-the 
premiership of Russia. 

In Saturday's newspapers, a 
photograph of the bespectacled 
young banker with a thin ner¬ 
vous smile, his bead bowed in 
front of Yeltsin, said it all - here 
is a mild, sober, competent man. 
totally out of his depth. 

People have been known to 
rise to such challenges, but not 
under a president like Yeltsin. 
Kiriyenko is no personal confi¬ 
dante and. in any case, past loy¬ 
alty has never saved anyone 
from Yeltsin’s busy ax. He is 
simply the next item of cannon 
fodder on the Yeltsin firing line - 
with no vote of confidence and 
no guarantee of enough time 
even to find out what a prime 
minister does. 

The antics of Yeltsin are some¬ 
times amusing, sometimes irri¬ 
tating, but always perplexing. It 
is a matter for constant wonder 
that he can still keep going - but 
there he is, still firmly in control, 
still proclaiming democracy and 
behaving like an autocrat. 



‘Will any good 





As Clinton treks through sub-Saharan Africa, black Americans respond to the trip 


By JQHATHAH PETEBSQH 

WASHINGTON - A few blocks from 
the White House, leaning against a batch 
of umbrellas for sale in a white bucket, 
David Opot happily shared his view of 
President Clinton’s visit to Africa, Opot’s 
home continent. 

“It’s nice. It's welcome,” declared the 
40-year-old street vendor, who immigrat¬ 
ed to the US from Kenya five years ago. 

But. he asked with feeling, “Will any¬ 
thing good come out of it?” As Clinton 
treks through sub-Saharan Africa, an 
audience thousands of miles away is 
responding to his trip with a wide range 
of emotions. 

Black Americans expressed generally 
favorable views about Clinton's visit to 
the land of their ancestors in a series of 
random interviews in Washington, south¬ 
ern California, Atlanta and Houston. 

At the same time, their reactions to 
Clinton's apologetic words about slavery 
and the world response to genocide in 
Rwanda - and even to the fact of the 
president’s journey - often were guarded 
and complex. Some questioned the value 
of such gestures, as well as the role of US 
economic self-interest as a force behind 
the trip. Still others wondered whether 
the White House is using Africa to dis¬ 
tract the public from the welter of allega¬ 
tions facing Clinton at home. 

“It reminded me of the film Wag the 
Dog, when the president was in a faraway 
place until his spin doctors could calm 
down the scandal,” said Thelma Reyna, 
principal of California's South Pasadena 
High School, noting that Africa “tugs at 
the heart strings.” 

Houston attorney Darlene Taylor, 33, 
lamented the ongoing problem of racism 
but wondered about the benefits of a for¬ 
mal apology for slavery, which Clinton 
came close to making in Uganda on 
Tuesday when he declared that slavery 
was wrong. 

“I don't understand what people want,” 
Taylor said. “Everybody is so far 
removed from that time and place. I don’t 
see why he feels he has to apologize for 
it. It’s not like we can all go back to 
Africa now.” 

Clinton’s moves last year to create an 
advisory board on race, along with his 
apology for the Tuskegee medical exper¬ 
iment in the 1940s in which unsuspecting 
black men were denied treatment for 
syphilis, sparked calls for an official 
apology for slavery. In a different way, 
his Africa trip has also highlighted the 
practice of slavery in America and the 
ancient bond between the two regions. 

Those interviewed offered a gamut of 
views on the worth of an apology, how- 

. • . ..U .'Jt 



The C linto ns and Rwanda President Pasteur Bizimimgu on the steps of Air Force 
One. Back home, black Americans appreciated Clinton’s sta t em e n t that the US 
must share the blame for the Rwanda genocide. cap) 

with the continent. 

Others had only the vaguest knowledge 
of the trip at all, perhaps reflecting the 
scant attention many Americans pay to 
foreign affairs. 

Walt Allen, a state, of California nar¬ 
cotics enforcement agent who lives in 


fallow the details of Clinton's excursion 
and that he suspected drat business and 
idealism have both played into ihe mp 
But Allen also said drat the US has paid 
insufficient attention to Africa and that 
establishing closer ties would be good for 
all parties. 

“For me, as an African American, .any 
visit to Africa by President Clinton or 
another president is good,” Allen .said. 

Some of those interviewed also pointed 
to Africa as a place of prodigious natural 
wealth that is largely undeveloped. 

James Watusi Shirley, a retiree in West 
Los Angeles, noted,'The president goes 
everywhere else in the' world, why not 
Africa?” Shirley .grew up with a con¬ 
sciousness of Africa: All the children in 
his family were given African middle 
nam es, he said,.to honor their African- 
born grandparents. - 

‘‘He’s veiy smart, if America doesn’t go 
in there, some other country’s going to go 
in there,” Shirley said of. Clinton. “Once 
they [Africans] get themselves together, 
it’s going to be a big market.” 

Shirley was no cynic about Clinton s 
remark cm slavery either. “We apologize 
to the Japanese. .We apologize to the 
Jews. It seems to me It’s a great big thing 
to apologize to the black folks,” he said. 

Elsewhere in Los Angeles, James 
Randolph, 35, citing Clinton’s statement 
that die United States and other nations 
must share the blame for the genocide m 
Rwanda in 1994, said the president has 
succeeded in elevating issues of princi¬ 
ple. • 

“Human issues that don’t affect eco¬ 
nomics are put on the back burner, but 
Clinton, just by talking about Rwanda, 
brings human issues out more,” said 
Randolph, a warehouse worker. 

“Just by going there, he acknowledges 
the African states will be a major player 
in the world, especially since Africa has 
so many natural resources,” Randolph 
maintained. 

Clearly, many of those interviewed 
believed that the US historically has not 
been a good friend or partner to Africa, 
an assessment that fueled sympathy:for 
Clinton's bid to reach out 

Just a few blocks away from the White 
House, in a shop packed with African 
artifacts, Irma Tucker offered her own 
upbeat assessment as she sifted through a 
display of multicolored batik fabrics fea¬ 
turing dancers* drummers and ■ other 
images of tribal life. 

“1 think it’s long overdue,” said Tucker, 
a 43-year-old. federal employee. 

But asked whether the Clinton visit will 
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ever, views that included great skepti¬ 
cism. 

Others were far more enthusiastic about 
the high-level trip, Clinton's words on 
slavery and all the attention the visit is 

focusing on an often overlooked part of —,-—...- . - 

the world. Some maintained it was high colics enforcement agent who lives in lead tp gocfd, Tucker was more cautious, 
time a US president made the effort to go Covina, east^ofdoWntowil'LbS Angeles,'^* rWe have .to see," she said. • ’; 

to Africa and gain a firsthand familiarity - said that.be had?been toobu&y at work to i3i # - ; .• OLqs Angeles Tyi^?! 

.. " .... -SUM ' • " • ’ <>tV ‘ ' 

Pollution clouds Hungary’s EU hopes 


By MCHAEL ROODV 

BUDAPEST - The river 
Danube dividing the Hungarian 
capita] is one of Budapest's main 
tourist attractions, but there is a 
good reason for not swimming in 
it. 

“Most waste water is treated 
only very roughly,” said Janos 
Vargha, president of the Danube 
Circle environmental group. 

“And what that means is it will 
stop a dead cow. Anything small¬ 
er will go straight into the river." 

As Hungary starts negotiations 
with the EU next week along 
with five other first-wave candi¬ 
dates for EU expansion, it is 
clear that this former East bloc 
country bas made great strides in 
“westernizing" itself, but it still 
has a long way to go. 

“We are on the path to the EU,” 


President Arpad Goncz, a hero of 
Hungary’s abortive 1956 revolu¬ 
tion against Soviet domination, 
told a cheering crowd on 
Hungary's J50th National Day 
diis month. 

All of Hungary’s parliamentary 
political parties endorse EU 
membership and opinion polls of 
the country's 10.2 million people 
always show strong support for 
joining. 

“Hungary without any doubt is 
estimated to be on the top” of 
candidates for the EU, said 
Eckhard Jaedtke, counselor to 
the EU mission to Hungary. 

Jaedtke and other Western offi¬ 
cials praise Hungary for its 
preparations for EU membership, 
particularly the thoroughness 
with which it completed a volu¬ 
minous application form and its 
speed at modifying its codes and 


regulations to EU standards. . 

Hungary’s economy, too, has 
made remarkable strides. A gov¬ 
ernment austerity program and 
tough-minded management of 
the economy are credited with 
bringing down inflation from 
28.2 percent year-on-year in 
1995 to under 18 percent today. 

The country is the region’s 
leader in foreign direct invest-' 
ment — more than $17 billion at 
last count 

“The stabilization and the 
strengthening of Hungary’s econ¬ 
omy over the last couple of years 
mean that it is probably as well 
placed as anyone to work 
towards meeting the European 
macroeconomic targets,” said 
Mark Allen, senior representative 
in Hungary for the International 
Monetary Fund. 

“We would think that Hungary 


would be up there with the other 
front-runners." 

Miklos Hegedus, managing 
director of the economic think- 
tank GKI, said EU membership 
should only strengthen the econ¬ 
omy. .. 

“The prospect of EU and 
NATO membership considerably 
strengthens cooperation [with 
Western Europe] and could lead 
to a further very important capi¬ 
tal injection for modernizing 
Hungary,” he said. 

“This would play a very impor¬ 
tant role in reducing the present 
economic gap that separates 
Hungary from EU coimtrres.” 
Hegedus said Hungary needs an 
enormous effort to upgrade infra-, 
structure, suffering from 50 years 
of communist neglect' tZSf'has 
left it with huge problems such as 
the Danube pollution_ 


“Hungary’s road, rail, water 
and .sewage infrastructure need 
very significant investments,” he i 
said i 

■ Environmental groups say ; 
more than 75 ■ percent of 1 
Budapest’s sewage goes straight ; 
into Ihe Danube while half of ' 
Hungarian households do not 
have proper sewerage provisions. 

Vargha said Hungary bas 
10,000 illegal waste dumps 
while 600 tons of mercury is 
buried in the soil in eastern 
Borsod county, seat of the chem¬ 
ical industry. 

“The environment is really a 
big task, but whether it is the - 
biggest Xdon’t know,” said Janos 
Sudar, •• the - Environment 
Mliiisoy’srepresentative forEU : 
integration. : 

jSee HUNGARY, Page 7 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Election Committee for the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Tef Aviv - Yafo 
1 Rehov Uri, P.O.B. 9, Tel Aviv 61000 Tel. 03-693-8930, Fax. 03-696-4083 

Announcement 

of Elections for an Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Te! Aviv - Yafo 
according to the Chief Rabbis’ Election Regulations, 5735 -1974 

The Election Committee for the Tel Aviv-Yafo Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi announces that the elections will take place on Sunday, April 26, 
1998 (30 Nissan 5758). from 4 p.m.to 6 p.m. in the Board Room of the Tel Aviv-Yafo Religious Council, 1 Rehov Uri, 5th floor. 

The date has been set by the Minister of Religious Affairs following his decision, alter consultations with the Chief Rabbis, to shorten the 
prior notification period for elections, which is at least 60 days after publication of the announcement in the official Government Gazette, 
and for sending out announcements to all members of the election body, to the Council of the Chief Rabbinate and the Minister of 
Religious Affairs, as stated in Regulation 8 of the Regulations for Elections for town Chief Rabbis, 5735,1974 ( 1 ). 

Attention is drawn to Regulation 10 of the above mentioned Regulations which states: 

“Whoever is qualified to be elected Chief Rabbi of a town is entitled to submit his candidacy tn writing not later than 7 days before the 
election date, and three members of the election committee are entitled, not later than the said date, to submit a candidate who has 
agreed in writing." 

Qualified candidates from around the work! are entitled to submit their candidacy for the post of Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv-Yafo 
and attention is drawn to Regulation 3 of the said regulations which establish the qualifications for election as Chief Rabbi of a town 

Candidacy, with qualification documents, in accordance with Regulation 3. can be submitted to the Religious Council, 1 Rehov Uri, 

POB 9, Tel Aviv-Yafo within the period stipulated in the above mentioned Regulation 10, not later than April 19,1998 - 23 Nissan, 5758. 


3 Nissan 5758 {March 30,1998) 


Advocate Shmuel Aftalef 

Head ot the Religious Council of Tel Aviv-Yafo 

Chairman of the Section Committee for Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of 

Tel Aviv-Yhfo 

- Signed- 


{1} Coflection of Regulations 532 
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i he pasta revolution is nere ■ 
more brands and types 
available on the Israeli 

market than ever before, low on calories, 
high on nutrition, low on cost. 
How to cook it 9 THE BIG BOOK OF PASTA with 
its luscicus full color photographs gives you enough 
of a variety of recipes, spices, historical facts and 
serving suggestions to make memorable meals 
which will imger in your memory - from Olive Oil and 
Herbs to Tomato Sauces and Cheeses, from Pasta 
with Meat or Fish to Saked Past 2 and Pasta Salads. 

ALL KOSHER, 
includes index and list of Italian names. 

Hardcover, 276 Dp 

"....a beck ire: coTprehensivsly. accurately sn- with joy csKusd 
Jhe levs erta fccoJhe recipes have a bread scope, are 
inietest.rs am written, end wii! prove of interest to aeons 
;f values reading about or preparina food." 
- Dame! Rogov, The Jerusalem Post Magazine 


Books, The Jerusalem Post. POB 8l, Jerusalem 91000 
Please send me copies of: 

T TJEB IGBOOK OF PASTA at NIS 95 each 


Posage in Israel: one copy NIS 6, two orraorc t'riS | 0 _ _ 

OV. X', ■ 

CCNo, _ 

Name 
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□ AmEx Jirr. „ 



Phone(day) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Ukrainian Left gains in poll 


Boris Yeltsin: 


ROSTlSLAy KHOTM 


KIEV (Reuters) - The political complex¬ 
ion of Ukraine's new- parliament was in 
doabt yesterday after The Central Electoral 
Commission said independent candi date 
wen more than a quarter of the ««»»*/ 

But fbe" strong showing 1 by • fhe - 
Communists, in Sunday’s parliamentary 
election showed voters had run out of 
pahence with stalemated reforms, politicians 
and commenta t or s said. 

A large chunk of fee former Soviet repub¬ 
lic's 37 million registered voters, fed up with 
economic - hardships, had been widely 
expected tovote for the left in a show of no- 
confidence in Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma's go-slow reforms. 

Mykhaflo Ryabets, bead of the commis¬ 
sion, said foe Communists «™ second in 
the contest for Ukraine’s 225 single-man- 


No turning 
back the 


date constituencies, elected by a simple 
majority vote, while candidates with no 
party affiliation won 114 s e at s. Some 3,500 
candidates had competed. 

“The C ommunists have won 37 seats of 
foe single mandates [constituencies],’* 
Ryabets told a news conference in the capi¬ 
tal, Kiev: 

Tire pro-government People’s Democratic 
Party of Ukraine won 13 seats, the national¬ 
ist Rukh Party won eight seats, the pro-gov¬ 
ernment Agrarian Party of Ukraine gained 
10 seats while foe Socialist and Peasant 
Party Bloc won 7 seats. . 

The remaining results, in which 30 parties 
and blocs competed on party lists for a fur¬ 
ther 225 {daces in parliament, will only be 
released today. The commissi cm must 
process complex ballot forms from 32£13 
polling stations spread across a territory the 
rizeofFrance. 


“It is taking longer than expected to 
process the party lists, said Ryabets. “We are 
. only just beginning to get computer data 
now,” he said. The Communists are still 
expected to do well in foe party lists. 

Leonid Kravchuk, Ukraine's former presi¬ 
dent and'one of the leaders of foe centrist 
Social Democratic Party of Ukraine 
(United), said foe left’s popularity showed 
many disillusioned with Kuchma’s reforms. 

“People are voting against the economic 
situation in this country,” he said. 

Valery KhmHko, an analyst at the Kiev 
Center for Political Studies, said: “Our par¬ 
liament wSl be more left-wing, which will 
make it more difficult to conduct economic 
reforms in Ukraine.” 

Ukraine's commercial Inter television 
channel put foe Communists’ strong shouting 
down partly to a lack of electricity to power 
television sets in Ukraine’s rural villages. 


“Many in foe country ride were unable to 
watch television,” a news commentator said. 
“The only party they had heard of was foe 
Communists.” 

A team of electoral observers from the 
Council of Europe criticized confusion and 
tensions during local elections in die ports of 
Odessa and Sevastopol, but gave the parlia¬ 
mentary poll a clean bill of health. 

“Everything went more or less smoothly, 
we didn't observe any anomalies,” Alain 
Chenard. foe bead of foe team, told a news 
conference. 

Ukraine’s hryvnia currency was stable on 
Monday at 2.0383 per dollar on foe 
Ukrainian Interbank Currency Exchange, 
unchanged from Friday. But share dealers 
said buyers were staying away until election 
results were known. 

Turnout among Ukraine's 37 million reg¬ 
istered voters on Sunday totalled 69.64%. 


I won’t run again 


economic 

clock 


ANALYSIS 


KIEV (Reuters) - Ukraine's 
sluggish economic reforms, may 
continue intact despite assess¬ 
ments that foe Communists and. 
their center-left allies will return 
to power. - 

“There are a number of coun¬ 
tries where communists have 
come to government. and have 
proven to be quite conservative in 
their financial policies,” a Western 
economic expert in Kiev said. 
“But it’s difficult to say at this 
point the effect on long-run poli¬ 
cies in favor of developing the pri¬ 
vate sectcc” • 

Political observers across-the- 
board have attributed foe leftward 
swing as a vote by Ukrainians 
against President Leonid Knchma 
and his economic reforms 
launched in 1994, three years after 
independence from the Soviet 
Union. ' •••..•! 

The Communists, the centrist j 
Hromkda r ' party, ’ : the left 

Socialist- foul Peasant Party 
alliance winch are set to enter par¬ 
liament all oppose the tight fiscal 
policies advocated by foe 
International Monetary Fund. 

The parties have blamed the 
IMF for debts of $335 billion 
owed to Ukrainian workers and 
pensioners, cited by voters as die 
main reason they supported the 
Ukrainian left: 

“People are not satisfied. People 
are fed up with the circumstances. 
That makes them - vote - 
Communist,” a Western banker 
said. 

Ukraine and die IMF are due to 
meet early next month to discuss 
delivery of a $50 million tranche 
after the fund suspended its $542 
million, one-year stand-by pro¬ 
gram earlier this month. 

Last week the World Bank 
delayed a $600 minion loan to 
Ukraine, saying foe republic had 
made little progress in macroeco¬ 
nomic reform. 

But the banker said foe left was 
aware foe cash-strapped gov em¬ 
inent would have to move ahead 
with reforms to raise money for 
the budget and fulfill election 
promises to make life better for 
the 5fl mifli on population. 

The government is already hav¬ 
ing to pay -high premiums to bor¬ 
row on an international market 
sceptical of, Ukraine’s reform, cre¬ 
dentials. - 

“They have to react. They have 
: txmzvatiti^^he sakL 

Ukraine^: leftist parties are . 
opposed to foe private ownership 
of land arid the development of 
private bt&iniess- 

Th&JhJ^iriaj currency remained 
uric hanged :' at 2.0383 ’ on the 
Ukraiq|^^Interbank Currency 

system 

fijjedjawfe'as traders awaited 



•Black WldoW gets the chair 

A hearse carries the body oFjiudy Bnenodrio, 54, from Florida State Prison after her execution yesterday. Dubbed the ‘Black 
Widow’ for poisoning her husband, killing berson, and trying to blowup her boyfriend, Buenoano was die first woman to die 
in an electric chair and the third to be executed in the US since the death penalty was reinstated in 1976. (Reuas) 


By MARTIN NESOflCY 

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Boris 
Yeltsin said yesterday he would 
not run in Russia’s next presiden¬ 
tial election but stopped well 
short of anointing ex-prime min¬ 
ister Viktor Chernomyrdin his 
successor-in-wailing. 

The Communists added spice 
to foe start of a second week of 
political drama by saying Russia 
frees a crisis as perilous as the 

1991 coup attempt_ 

against Mikhail 
Gorbachev and 
Yeltsin's own bloody 
standoff with the 
Soviet-era parliament 

But Communist ’ 
leader Gennady 
Zyuganov leavened 
his tough rhetoric M||g|§ 
with a hint of compro- 
mise on Yeltsin’s . 
choice of replacement Boris Y 
for Chernomyrdin, the 
novice Sergei 

Kiriyenko. 

In his first comments on 
Chernomyrdin's weekend 
announcement that be would 
stand in foe 2000 election, Yeltsin 
told reporters foe former pre¬ 
mier's move fitted into the 
Kremlin’s scheme of thinking. 

Bui Yeltsin, speaking before 
talks with visiting UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, typically 
provided more questions than 
answers to the latest turn in 
Russia’s political maze. 

“It’s not right for us to think 
about successors,” said Yeltsin, 
who has dubbed himself “Tsar 
Boris” in the past “Kings have 
successors. But we don’t. The 
people choose.” 

Yeltsin sacked the entire cabi¬ 
net last Monday and told 
Kiriyenko, just 35 and less than a 
year in government, to form a 
new team to speed up economic 
reforms. He said he thought the 
opposition-led parliament would 
approve Kiriyenko as premier 
when it considers his candidacy 
on Friday. 

The Communist Party, foe 
largest faction in the State Duma 
lower house, repeated it would 
not back Kiriyenko. 

Zyuganov told reporters foe 
Communists wanted a Duma 
vote tomorrow to urge Yeltsin to 
convene a cross-party “round 
table” and withdraw Kiriyenko’s 
candidacy. 


Boris Yeltsin 

(Rem ere) 


“The situation is no less dra¬ 
matic than in August 1991, 
October 1993, and on the eve of 
foe Chechen war," Zyuganov 
said. “If both house of parliament 
are faint-hearted, the situation 
could get out of control." 

But in a him of possible com¬ 
promise, he said Kiriyenko’s 
name should be withdrawn 
“until” the round table bad dis¬ 
cussed the line-up for a new cab¬ 
inet 

- Yeltsin has not 

seemed in the mood 
for compromise. He 
has warned the Duma 
■ .Ijfc to back Kiriyenko or 
face an early election. 
WfBSfi, The president, who 
often draws strength 
te Pg i S fil from political adver- 
sity, stunned Russia a 
week ago by sacking 
Z .—Chernomyrdin and 
. his cabinet for going 

tsfo soft on economic 

fitetnere) reform. 

On Monday, he did not 
say whether Chernomyrdin's 
decision to run for president, and 
more importantly the timing of 
Saturday’s announcement, was 
coordinated with him. 
Significantly, by ducking a ques¬ 
tion on successors, he pointedly 
declined to give foe 59-year-old 
ex-prime minister his unequivo¬ 
cal blessing. 

Chernomyrdin's decision “(foes 
not fall outside the general sphere 
of our policy,” he said. 

Chernomyrdin, with similar 
ambiguity, had said on Saturday 
he “understood” Yeltsin and 
agreed with his decision. 

Mildly chiding Chernomyrdin 
for giving any impression his 
removal was voluntary, Yeltsin 
told reporters: “I took foe deci¬ 
sion on the removal of the gov¬ 
ernment. But at the same time, 
having in mind that he 
[Chernomyrdin] will bead die 
presidential campaign for the 
2000 elections. 

“We need a strong leader for 
that And considering that I, as it 
were, am not taking part in foe 
elections, we need reinforce¬ 
ments.” 

Sergei Yastizbembsky, the 
presidential spokesman, told RIA 
news agency Chernomyrdin’s 
decision was not unexpected. But 
Interfax news agency on Sunday 1 
quoted 'administratiohofficios; as 
saying Yeltsin and his team wo® 
indeed caught off guard. 


Turkey condemns 
Cyprus-FJU talks 


foe Cot 

money 


■nt*w playing a wait- 

Jexander Paiyshkura 

sari ties said. “But if 
sis have a majority, 
leave die Ukrainian 


NICOSIA (Reuters) - Thrirish 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem 
warned drat die start of Greek 
Cypriot membership talks with foe 
European Union yesterday, sig¬ 
nalled a hazardous increase in ten¬ 
sion in die eastern Mediterranean. 

“The treatment by foe EU of foe 
Greek Cypriot administra tion as 
foe representative of foe whole of 
Cyprus constitutes foe first step 
towards, escalation in the eastern 
Mediterranean, which can be very 
dangerous,” Cem told a news .con-, 
ference. 

The EU began negotiations with 
die island’s Greek Cypriot govern¬ 
ment, recognized internationally as 
foe only legal adnmustration on die 
divided island. 

Turkey, left out of the EU expan¬ 
sion process, accuses foe.EU of 
taking sides in the Cypres dispute 
and has threatened to partially inte¬ 
grate a Turkish Cypriot breakaway 
state in retaliation for foe Greek 
Cypriot talks in Brussels. 

“We once again call upon the EU 
to evaluate its future steps very 
carefully before it is too fate and 
before foe Greek Cypriot adminis¬ 
tration paves the way towards 
another war In the island,” Cem 
said. 

Cem, on a one-day trip to north¬ 
ern Cyprus to coordinate policy 
towards the EU with Turkish 
Cypriot officials, earlier met 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. 

Cyprus has been divided between 
rival Ttirirish and Greek Cypriot 
zones since Thrkey invaded die 
north of die island in 1974 in 


response to a Greek Cypriot coup 
backed by Athens. 

Tniey keeps 30,000 troops sta¬ 
tioned is foe northern third at foe 
island, which is recognized as a 
state only by Ankara. 

“Any provocation or aggression 
directed against you, is also direct¬ 
ed towards ns and any provocation 
or aggre ssion a pino ns is also 
directed towards you. Let this to be 
known to all, whether friends or 
foes, and let diem watch their 
steps," Cem said. 

Cyprus is a perennial irritant 
between NATO allies Itarkey and 
Greece, which almost went to war 
in 1996 over territorial rights in foe 
eastern Mediterranean. Jets from 
die two countries staged mock dog- 
fights in a tense standoff last year. 

Turkey has hardened its stance 
on Cyprus since foe EU decided at 
a summit in Luxembourg last 
December to leave it out of foe 
Union’s eastward expansion. The 
EU blamed Turkey’s human-rights 
record, Kurdish conflict and dis- 
. putes with Greece for its exclusion. 

Turkey and die Tur kish Cypriots 
were absent from the official start 
of EU enlargement at a meeting of 
26 countries in Brussels yesterday. 

British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook told foe meeting foal the EU 
-had confirmed “Turkey’s eligibility 
for accession to die EU and that 
Thrkey would be judged against 
die same criteria as the others.” 

Negotiations are due to open 
today with foe six candidate coun¬ 
tries closest To membership - the 
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, 
Slovenia, Estonia and Cyprus. 


28 lle as plane hits Peru shantytown 


flyMARlLUBUg 

. PIURA,I^(Reutere)-Anairfon»planeptaged 

into a Peruvian shantytown late Sunday, 

- rivUiau paSssmers as it crashed into a drainage canal 
. only yards fromfomdreds of homes, antbonoes said. 

As many as 20 other passengpis were mjurw m me 
crash, they said. Two townspeople, one a 
were hurt by flying debris after the plane, with over 50 
people aboard/pfammeted into die canal and split m 

two 1 _ 

Tbe pikaajniowly avoided a much w0I * e ~ 
guiding Ms feffihg plane over foe populated area to 

crash-land mfoectemDel running % 

foe shantytown, just outside die northern town 

‘ As drejefe winch bad lost power m one ofitstw^ 

engines, fosepeddown over foe crow ^ c< ^ i ^] a ^ r P^° T 
a propdlcxclqiped and partially destroyed three boos- 


“He [the pilot] was trying to reach die airport, and 
he kept losing height. To avoid falling onto houses, 
he crashed die plane nose-Jirst into die canal,” 
President Alberto Fujimori told local radio station 
CPN. . - 

' The plane was ferrying cmfians from towns in 
northern Peru to Piura, because violent storms driven 
by El Nino had triggered floods and mudslides, block¬ 
ing some land routes. 

Fujimori said some passengers were able to walk 
away from die crash rite unharmed and foe plane's 
five-member ffight crew survived. 

The Ukrainian-built Antonov An-32' plane bellied 
across the shallow, 40-meter-wide canal and skidded 
up its far slope before foe cockpit split from foe main, 
cabin, witnesses and air force officials said. 

The plane's tall, with its red-aod-white Peruvian flag, 
remaine d in foe canal. 


HUNGARY 

Continued from Page 6 


Sudar said Hungary had 
received 60 million Ecus ($64.8 
million) for environmental pur¬ 
poses from foe EU's PHARE 
assistance program over the past 
seven years. The money was used 
for “institution building, educa¬ 
tion and training” but no complete 
sewage treatment plant was built, 
he said. 

Another concern for Hungary’s 
future relations with the EU is that 
it is a net exporter of agricultural 
products, with food, drinks and 
tobacco accounting for 13 percent 
of $19 billion in exports in 1997. 

In Hungary, land and labor are 
cheap and there is a pervasive 
government subsidy system in 
place at a time when the EU is 
wrestling with a Common 
Agricultural Policy which, with 
subsidies, consumes half its bud¬ 
get. 

According to official figures, 
Hungary will spend a total of 100 
billion forints ($500 million) cm 
agricultural subsidies this year. 

“The EU fears that Hungary 
will dump its cheap form products 
on its markets, but there are also 
fears in Hungary whether foe 
country could reform its entire 
agricultural system to become 
compatible with the Union’s,” 
said OKI’s Hegedns. 

Agricultural reform is a govern¬ 
ment priority. “Our main task is to 
reform the entire agricultural 
institutional framework in line 
with EU requirements,” said 
Istvan Feber, cabinet chief at the 
Agriculture Ministry. 

He said that while land owner¬ 
ship rights will have to be changed 
by the time Hungary joins the EU, 
it is an economic imperative in its 
own right to get away from foe 
current patchwork system. 

He added that current regula¬ 
tions preventing foreigners from 
owning farmland must be 
changed, despite intense disputes 
over the issue. 

“Either we adapt our legislation 
to that of the EU, or we ask for a 
grace period to introduce such 
changes,” he said. 

Last year land ownership was 
the focus of fierce debate. 

Government parties want to 
allow foreigners to own farmland; 
the opposition wants to block the 
scheme, saying overseas buyers 
would take advantage of low 
prices. 

Arable land accounts for 4.7 
million hectares (11.6 million 
acres) of Hungary’s 9-3 million 
hectare (23 million acres) surface 
area. (Reuters) 


PESSAH HANDICRAFTS FAIR 



80 stands with a wide variety of handicrafts - jewelry, ceramics, silfe. 
batik, embroidery, toys, stained glass, art. clothing, greetings cards, 
calligraphy, judaica. antiques, woodwork, books, baby clothes, t-shirts 
and more. much, much more. 

The BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM 

Granot Street. Jerusalem by The Israel Museum 
Buses 9. 17,24.99. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14 . from 12 noon until 7pm. 


Admission - donation to THE JERUSALEM POST FUNDS 
NIS15 - includes touring the museum with 
its new Exhibition of the Seven Species. 

Children up to 12 FREE. 

Great door prizes - air tickets to London-thanks to 
Ophir Tours 03-5229625. Ziontours 02-6254326 

Official opening with Mayor Ehud Olmert MK 
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An awful month to be an Albanian 


By RICHARD BOUDREAUX 

ATHENS, Greece - Here in ihe 
southern Balkans, an ethnic, crazy 
quill tearing at the seams, it's been 
jn awful month to be an Albanian. 

First came ihe police crackdown 
that left at least 80 ethnic 
Albanians dead in Serbia's sepa- 
ntist-minded Kosovo province. 
Then fear spread south to neigh¬ 
boring Macedonia that its own 
restive Albanian minority would 
be drawn into the fray. 

In Albania itself, a people heal- 
•ng the wounds of their own anar¬ 
chic civil strife of a year ago have 
aood by. pained and helpless, 
knowing there's little they can do 
to defend their brethren against 
Slavic majorities in either country 
•hould push come to shove. 

And now hundreds of Albanians 
;ire being rounded up by Greek 
police fighting a crime wave that the 
police biame on armed illegal immi- 
yrnnLs. A string of murders and 
assaults has set off the panic buying 
-*f alarm systems, steel doors, hunt¬ 
ing rifles and attack dogs in this 
country. At leas! one Greek town 
:ias formed a vigilante squad. 

*'l don't want any more 
Albanians coming here,** said 


Nikos Mavrakis. an Athens taxi 
driver whose colleagues keep gel¬ 
ling robbed at gunpoinr. 
■ Otherwise, in another 20. 30 
years they'll create a minority 
problem just like in Kosovo.’ 

As the US and its allies struggle 
to defuse the Kosovo conflict, the 
countries of the southern Balkans 
are entangled in problems posed 
by an Albanian diaspora that feels 
ignored by the West. 

Voices across the region warn 
that the problems hold the seeds of 
new Balkans unrest even more 
contagious than Bosnia- 
Herzegovina's. 

“The Bosnian crisis was clearly 
confined within the former 
Yugoslavia, while the Kosovo cri¬ 
sis involves, by its nature, all 
neighboring countries," political 
commentator Stavros Lygeros 
wrote in the Athens newspaper 
Kathimerini. 

The Yugoslav federation, which 
once comprised six republics, split 
apart in 1991 when Slovenia. 
Croatia and then Bosnia declared 
independence, triggering a north¬ 
ern Balkans war that raged 
through 1995. 

Kosovo, which was stripped of its 
autonomous status by Serbian 


strongman Slobodan Milosevic in 
1989, has a population that is 90 
percent .Albanian. It is surrounded 
on three sides by sympathetic dias¬ 
pora communities in Macedonia. 
Albania proper and die Yugoslav 
republic of Montenegro. This comer 
of the Balkans, including Greece, is 
home to about 7 million Albanians. 

Many of them dream of reviving 
the Greater Albania that existed in 
the Ottoman Empire until the 
Ottomans' defeat early this century. 

Albanians then saw their home¬ 
land carved up by a victorious 
alliance that included Serbia, 
Montenegro and Greece. 

During the Yugoslav federa¬ 
tion’s post-Soviet breakup, 
Albanians pressed to re-gather 
their lands but were rebuffed. 
Kosovo, calm al the time, was 
excluded as an issue in the US- 
sponsored peace talks that ended 
the northern Balkans war. 

"From a historical viewpoint, the 
situation in Kosovo is one of the 
injustices imposed on the Albanian 
nation at the beginning of the cen¬ 
tury and which, at the end of it. 
remains unresolved," Albanian 
Prime Minister Fates Nano said 
during a recent visit to Athens. 

On Wednesday, the Albanian 


Embassy here lashed out at the 
Greek mass media, accusing it of 
cultivating racist feelings by 
attributing the rise in crime rates 
to Albanian immigrants. 

"This creares an unrealistic 
opinion about Albanians in gener¬ 
al that sometimes leads to racist, 
extremist and xenophobic reac¬ 
tions toward them,” an embassy 
statement said. 

Since the crackdown early this 
month in Kosovo, officials from 
the Balkans and beyond have been 
crisscrossing the region trying to 
make sure the fighting does not 
spread. So far it hasn’t. 

“there are people all over the 
Balkans who are willing to use vio¬ 
lence to achieve any means, but part 
of the calculation is that nobody is 
prepared yet for a showdown," a 
Western diplomat in Athens said. 
“There’s a strong current of pes¬ 
simism about Kosovo but not nec¬ 
essarily alarm." Still, he added, 
"everyone knows thai the security 
situation is inherently unstable and 
could change in no time fiaL” 

The nightmare scenario Balkan 
leaders are struggling to avoid 
goes like this: Kosovo erupts 
again. As fighting drags on. 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians flee to 


northwest Macedonia and to 
Albania, stirring ethnic brethren 
there to go help stop the Serbs. 
The surge of refugees upsets a 
fragile ethnic peace in Macedonia; 
elements of die fledgling Kosovo 
Liberation Army stage attacks on 
Macedonia's Slavic leadership, 
which then allies with Serbia. 

Macedonia plunges into ethnic 
warfare, according to the scenario, 
and breaks in two. Refugees move 
south into Greece. Alarmed by the 
prospect of more crime, Greece 
sends troops to the Macedonian 
border and bloodshed erupts. 
Turkey, which tends to counter 
Greece’s every move in the 
Balkans, sides with the Albanians, 
setting up a conflict between the 
two NATO members. 

What makes this scenario some¬ 
what plausible, diplomats say. is 
Macedonia’s fragility as a multi¬ 
ethnic state and the huge quantity 
of assault rifles - at least 100,000. 
by some estimates - looted from 
Albania’s arsenals during its own 
civil upheaval a year ago. 

AJC-47 rifles have been sold for 
less than $35 at street markets in 
Macedonia, and last year police 
seized 3,000 of them flora 
Albanians trying to enter the coun¬ 


try, according to Macedonian 
news reports. 

Many of the looted weapons 
ended up in the hands of Kosovo's 
guerrillas. 

Albanians, who make up at least 
25 percent of Macedonia’s popula¬ 
tion, want autonomy for their 
region and a fairer share of govern¬ 
ment jobs. Tensions rose last July 
when the mayor of the town of 
Gostivar defied the law and hoisted 
an Albanian flag over City HalU 
police tore it down, three Albanians 
died in the ensuing riot, and the 
mayor was sentenced to seven 
years in prison. Since then, two 
police stations have been bombed. 

“We are a small country with lit¬ 
tle economic and military power, 
and we can do little to maintain 
peace if logic does not prevail over 
national ist aspirations for a Greater 
Albania,” said Macedonian gov¬ 
ernment spokesman Zoran Ivanov. 

Despite nervousness over 
Kosovo, however, no refugees have 
poured into Macedonia or Albania. 
And although Albanians in both 
countries took to the streets by the 
thousands to demonstrate moral 
support for Kosovo, no one is open¬ 
ly advocating armed assistance. 

"The main question Albanians are 


asking themselves is. ' v ' , ’ her f am ] 
Wing to find a good job and 
jnoney?’" said Remzi Lam. director 
of the Albanian Media Institute in 
Tirana, Albania's capital. “Nobody 
wants to get mixed up m Kosovo. 

Greece has taken a balanced 
position in the conflict, hoping to 
emerge as the commensal power¬ 
house in a pacified Balkans region. 

"Our long-term strategy is for all 
these countries to be integrated in 
one big family," Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yannos Kranidiotrs said. 

But Greece's credibility as a 
would-be mediator is still dam¬ 
aged by its support for Milosevic 
during the Bosnian war and the 
trade blockade Athens imposed on 
Macedonia in a bitter feud over 
the former Yugoslav republic’s 
name - a dispute settled less than 
three years ago. 

“The most credible player in the 
region is still the United States." 
gg>H Thanos Vsremls, president of 
the Hellenic Foundation for 
European and Foreign Policy, an 
Athens think tank. "The .Americans 
hold all the cards and the sanctions, 
and that, in the end. is what will 
make a difference for the Serbs and 
decide the Albanians' fate." 

(Los Angeles Times) 


H 8 : d ' Stay i n Israel H s P a Resorts in Israel 


.i SAVA - RED SEA VALLEY 

/'KIBBUTZ LOTAN- Reform Community, 60 Km Norm of ErfaL Singles, Families and Groups 
J * Meals. Guided Tours in Ecotogka/ Projects, Nature Trails. Unique Bird Reserve. (Seminar 
’. lor Earth Day on 7-9/5). Tel: 07-6356935 Fax: 07-6356827 E-mail: edt_lol@fio1niaii.coni 


KING SHAUL HOTEL Glait Kosher Limehadrin. for all the year. Permanent Mashgiah, 
120 aiiconditianed rooms with bath and refrigerator, Synagogue in hotel. Reasonable 
group rates tor Bat Mrtzvas and ShabbaL Tel. 07-673 4124/5/6/7/8 Fax. 07-6734129. 


f LOTEM QUEST INN - Rural accommodation, home style country restaurant 
I & tourist information. The best choice in the heart of the Galilee. For 
V^ reser/ations & information call us now - Tel 06-678 7293, Fax. 06-678-7277. , 

f NIR DAVID - Israel's most beautiful kibbutz located on the banks of a stream, country"'' 1 
j accommodations, healed pod. 5 min. walk from Gan HasNosha (tee we pay entrance). 
Discounts al all local tourist sites. Pastoral atmosphere. Tef. 06-648 8060; 050482 24^ 

f' NES AMMIM Kibbutz Hotel - This uniquely European ullage in the Gaflee, offers HosteT 
1 Hotel, and apartments situated in beautiful botanical gardens. CeSdous kosher food. Book 
V one ol our “Classical weekend musical packagesl Tel. 04-995 0099; F^x. 04^95 0098. > 


f KIBBUTZ HOTEL LAVt-Near Tiberias, in a beautiful refigiouskiibutz. 124 superior ' 
f rooms and suites. I ndoor-heated pool, tennis courts. Glatt kosher cuisine Stop tor lunch 

2 nd daily kfobutz tour. Warm, friendly service. Tel. 06-679 9450. Fax. 06-679 9399. y 

G AULEE -.UPPER ___’ 

f KIBBUTZ HOTEL KFAR-BLUM - The village hote^- a unique atmosphere, 
j 110 arr-conditfoned moms. AH with shower, bath, telephone, radio, T.V.. kosher cuisrne. i 
^reduction on nature reserves. Tel 06-6943666, Fax. 06-694655?- J 

/^KIBBUTZ HOTEL KFAR GlLADI - 1B0 air-conditioned rooms, all with snower.^N 
j bath, telephone, radio, and TV, kosher cuisine, outdoor & indoor healed j 

V. swimming pools, sport 3 health dub Tel. 06-690 0000, Fax 06-690 0069. J 


! BEIT HAVA HOTEL Shavei Zion, on the Mediterranean Sea, 3 km south of Nahariya ' 
j 90 rooms, AC, shower, bath, telephone, radto, TV. Peaceful rural setting. 

• v E>celierti kosher cuisine, 3rd night bee thru March 98. TeL 04- 982 0391, Fax. 04-982 0519 ., 

J ERUSALEM _ 

/'MOUNT ZION HOTEL -next to Old City; family plan; Restaurants. Coffeeshop Bar. 

I Heaimctob; al large Citadel rms lace OW City - WOW! Intemet-wwwirajurtemaji. 

\Tel. 02-568 9555, Fax 02-6731425. e-rrdhhotet@motx‘itdonxojl _ J 

f HOTEL RAMAT RACHEL- Located on Kibbutz Ramat Rachel in Jerusalem. 93 superior's 
! rooms, year round sport center, jaanzi, sauna, tennis. Mnimum 3 nights, (firmer free. 
\ jtenquei garden + banquet haa tor functions. Tel 02-6702506, Fax 02-6733155 J 

RAMON_ 

r IAM0N INN -Eto-fherxflyget-aAvay 900 raabow sea level, next to watts largest natural crate^ 
I An afl suite tanxfy hotel, contemporary acoamrncxia&ns, healthy homey cooked 

\wisine. Explore this unque desert area by jeep or camelTel 07-658 8822 or 1800-284 284. J 

N AHARIYA __ 

( DAY S INN FRANK HOTEL - Family atmosphere, 50 rooms, swimming poof 
i "=:h jacuzzr, only a few steps from the beach, tree shaded garden, tosher food. 
Tel. 04-992 0278, Fax 04-992 5535. email: dJ_f_rwS>internet- 2 ahav.net ^ 

NE TANYA ___ 

C HOTEL G1NOT YAM - Uniquely situated in the heart of Netanya's beautiful gardens^ 
evertsekmg Ihe Mediterranean seashore within one minute's walking distance ot 
f .'Sanya'S center. Kosher. For reservations: Tel. 09-834 1007, Fax 09-861 5722. ^ 

C HOTEL KING SOLOMON - 95 rooms with balcony overlooking the sea, T^> 
r 3dio, ar-corvStioning in each room + swimming pool fin season), sauna, 
tnness room. Mmiland lor children.TeL 09-833-8444, Fax. 09-861-1397. y 

N ORTHERN NEGEV _ 

/KIBBUTZ RETAM1M, "Rotem in the Desert" - Bed and breaklasL A/C. rooms with'' 
[ TV. reieonone, refrigerator. Base lor touring the desert in the winter sun. 

V Reservations Tel. 07-6561707, or Fax. 07-6561705. j 


KArRIT, KFAR HAHORESH - country-style hosprtafity. 3 km. from Nazareth. 1 hr. 40 rran. from' 
Te> A jt t. Rooms with tatcheneae in old stone houses. B & B. lunch and dinner lamely service, 
srgaiiK-y.Ouxfeq tours, swimming pool in season.Tel 0M55-8425, Fax. 06-6558584. j 

DOT YAM-CAESAREA___ 

KEF YAM - Meririerranean Tourism offers a efream vacation which includes. 
Holiday apis., private Peach, glass bottom boat, archaeology, tornado boat. 
Call for reservations: 06-6364444/7/53, Fax. 06-6362211. www.kef-yam.co.il 


HOTEL HOWARD JOHNSON PLAZA OPTIMA - in .Ramat Gan, the heart Of Tel Aw A 
netrepettan area. B6 rooms including luxury, junior suites, stuefeo laI with kitchenette). All I 
busiress beddns. Heatfi Club (to be operated). Tel. 03875 4444, Fax: 03-675 4455. J 


[ RON BEACH HOTEL - ON THE LAKE. } 

l High standard, family hotel. Res. 06-6791350 Fax: 06-6791351. J 

ZI CHRON YA 1 ACOV _ 

C B3T MAIMOM - A small family-run hotel. All rooms air-conditioned with telephone 1 ' 
ST/. Its ferrous Casa Barone restaurant serves home-cooked meals on Ihe 
F—urescue le-ace. Fax: 06839 6547, TeL 06-629 0390, email: maimon@pobox.com .J 


£me&Sharing in Israel 


CLUB SALE - for purchase/safe/rental of holiday weeks in all timesharing 
clubs.’hctels - Israel and worldwide! Tel. 09462-8064,052-991-645. 


COMPETITIVE PRICED APARTMENTS in Slat,Tiberias or Jerusalem? 
If you want to sell, purchase, or rent your one stop address is 
MAZTRAR Center - Yehudit Tel. 08-934 9601 Fax. 934 9602. .. 


H AIFA ■ _ 

f rHECARMB. FOREST SPA RESORT - brctefs eatuswe new haatti and spa resort- Treat'' 
[ yourself to a lew days of toxury and pampering a Ihe exdusweCarmel Forest Spa Resort first of 
V ^tekind in Israel CaB now: 04-830 7888, Theresort is sixobte only lor guests over Hie age of 16.^ 

G OLAN _ 

/HAMAT GEDER PARK -oilers an exciting adventure of health end vacation. Themw-minaaM 
I waters, medical and Thai massages. "Siam'Thai Restaurant 06-6659922. TlamacftvarCfub 
\ Restaurant - Israeli style entertainment with performing artist Tei. 06- 6 658944. Open aB week , 

TI BERIAS _ 

/"rOYAL PLAZA HOTEL - New hotel. f60 luxurious units, 9 floors, sites, tamfly ^ 
I rooms, fully air conditioned. Free parking. Engftsh pub. gym, meeting hails. Free public 
\ Jtaaeh & short walk to Hot Springs. For reservations. TeL 08670 0000 FaxJ6876<)001 ^ 

Y OAVYEHUDA _ 

/HAMS YOAV - Thermo-mrieral baths for health and pleasure. Indudes jacuzzis (37 - 39 
j degrees], hydro-massage, Shiatsu and reflexology massage at our health center and other 
\altr actions that will make you want to return every week. Te>.07-6722184 . 



A LL OVER THE COUNTRY _ 

/■ KIBBUTZIMMER" Zimmers in Jerusalem and Blat - B/B in kibbutzim - Our selection; 

| North: Yror. Massada,- nlumoC Kiar Rup*n, Megida Coast- Bachan. Negev: Negba. 
\Keramim, Gvutot, UoshavEynYahav, QolT ei.07-6565422,052-713630 Fax.07-6565135 

BI NYAMINA _ 

( GRUSHKA B & B - Long - short rental in Binyamna. 2-6 persons units. Price startsN 
from S280 per week for 2 persons, completely furnished. Engfeh, Dutch & Hebrew J 
spoken TeL 08&3 9810, Fax 96838 D580. emai grusnka@feracxxn.coJ ) 

G AULEE _ 

( GAUL B& B - Country todgrigs with kitchenette, beautiful, comfortable and 
spacious. Suitable also for large families. Great location in heart of natural oak 
forest. Near tourist attractions. Open year aroum TeL 04-988 6412, 050815 244. ^ 

G AULEE - KFAR YUVAL _ 

C ORNA’S CORNER B £ B - In a delightful moshav dose to natural springs, 

Golan Heights and Mount Hermon. Lovely cabin suites. Completely furnished, 
very peaceful, warm hospitality. Synagogue near by. Oma. Tel 06894 0007 ^ 

GALll.SE-MOUNTAINS_ > 

/VEGETARIAN BH) & BREAKFAST-Between Sated and KarmietAI guestrooms air-con- 
I dHiofted, drawer and Wet, TV, refrigerator, balcony, dean air. Engfeh spdten and underalool 
\ JTifl»CampbdI.AiiOTnViage.2Q115 TeL 0689880 tf, Rax. 0689B 0772, am. Phifri. 

WEASTERN GAULEE _ 

/^BRENDA’S COTTAGES B/B - At Moshav Ben-Ami near Nahariya and the sea'' 
I Charming units wtth all anenffies. Large patios. B8Q facities, wonderful riohday 
\atmosphere and warm hospitality. Brenda and Bobby:Tel 04-9822320 _^ 

/^KIBBUTZ HANITA B/B - Sa on the top of a hfl surrounded by wocdland with ^ 
I br^ttrtakmg view ot the bay oJ Haifa. Spacious rooms+kitcheneite* air conditioned. 
\ Tel. 972(0)4-5859970; Fax. 972-(0)4-9808467; E-mail: Wke@actoom.coJ y 

/SHOMRAT COUNTRY STYLE HOSPITALITY - B8B, comfortable rooms with ^ 
( TV and air-conditioning. Two rooms suitable lor the htothcapped. Adflional meats 
\ available. Convenient base tor Gatfee trips, for reservations telephone 04-985-4897 y 

JERUSALEM_ 

/lLITTLE HOUSE IN THE COLONY- Bed 5 breatdast guea house. 15 ax-condnoned 
I rooms, m ihe heart of the German Cctorry. peaceful sweet Double rooms S59/69. Singes 
\ J3959 Tel. 972-2-563-7641, Fax. 972-2-563-7645, E-mail: metoratignetytsfonjwt.il y 

J ORDAN -VALLEY _ 

/meNAHEMYA -Q'jalrt / accomm.: Nofshonei Lev Tel. C52-855746; Belt Zorea^ 
Tel. 0687508W: Devora Rader Tel. 0>575t?i5: Nofel Haemek Tel. 068751881; B Mut 
\ Gilad Tei. 068750634. - Hfeqrical and Pioneer tAuseum, herb sgardaiard gr oup tGu *J 

T EL AVIV __ 

MTHE GORDON INN GUEST HOUSE - Near Tel Avrv beachfront A dean. ’ 
1 comfortable atemative to expens/e hotels. FuSy ar-ccntSticned. Rooms from USS35.00. 
Vrei. breakfast Tel. 972-38238239; fax S72-3-5237419; E-mail: sleepingtoteriieLg > 


Hbliday, Rentals in israe 


ROYAL PARK - Luxury studio aoartmen:. lulJy equipped, inclucfing TV. 
air-conditioning, swimming pool gardens, reasonable prices. Short or 
long term rentals. Call TeL 09-771 5533; Fax. 09-771 4071. 


1SAKFAR - KIBBUTZ KFAR SZOLD - Holiday apartments, high standard, T.V. OntH 
story bmgafows on spacious lawns, includes hearry ccjntry breakfasts. Near all 
loans! sites in North. 1 (flb discount with Ws 31 TflL 068907178,050- 8024480. J 

KIBBUTZ YlFftT - HoTiday apartments, two bedrcc ms. Wirrer Special' B&B -S42for >1 
couple; S2& tor sm^e. Cither msais can ie orderec. Fiinc; schcci (reserve in advance). 
Tel. 052414787,TeL/Fax. 068548842 J 


HOLIDAY RENTALS - reasonable prices - i.".s in luxurious style, fully equipped\ 
aDartments. highest standards. Beautifully maintained suiWing on quiet street near] 
the sea. long/short term rentals directly from owner Tel/fax. 03-528 8773. J 


PROPERTY REAL ESTATE-FuBy furnished and eqitoped apartments avaiiable for 
short/long term - all sass. CenfiaUy focaied. Renovated?!: Ccnpebtive pnees. First rale 
quaMy serve?, e-mai: danitma@netvigon.ngf! Tel 03-5445651 Fax. 03-5445662 v 


What to do in Israel 


Y OAVYEHUDA _ 

C BN TZURHtt-A religious tosher kibbutz, 28 apartments includes: air- 
condftioning/heatffig, TV. fridge & swimming pool. Close to Hamei Ybav 

Health Spa. Hostel for youth groups. Tel 08-658 8318, Fax 08-858 6687. y 

D EAD SEA _ 

C BN GEDi COUNTRY - Dead Sea, resort hotel, restaurants, thermo-mineral 
spa (black mud and swimming pool), botanical gardens, special events center. 
TeL 07-659 4760, email: eg@kBtoutz.can 


JEEP TOURS - Gal See, Golan Heights and Northern Valleys. Great experience 1 
in enchanting surrounefings. Ride along spectacular river beds.(HefgWs) Zamir 
Yitzhaki, licensed trxr guide (also in Eng&sh) Tel 06-672 0340,050-323 228. . 


C ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEMNARS - Dally Walking Tcxhs - Rabbinic Tunnel I > 

Jewish Quarter Sl New Southern Wan Excavations / City of David/ Private Jeep Tours 
/ Massada/Private Tours/-Dig For a Day". TeL 02827 3515, Fax. 02827 266a y 

SAFED_ 

/)4SCENT - Your base in the North for Jewish mysticism. Best youth hostel, great*' 
I tocation. Daily classes, tours, Jewish Multi-Media Center, weekly shabbatons, 
V^specral seminars. 10% oft with this ad. TeL 06-6921364, Fax: 06-892194Z ^ 

T EL AVIV _ ■ ^ _ . ■* .* 

( “YIDDfSHSPIEL”- Israeli National Ytddsh Theater. Yricfch classics by an ^ 

outstanding theater groi^x A genuine Jewish experience. At ZOA House. Tel Aviv. 
To reserve: 1-800444-860. Dorrt miss 1 _ j 

Y OAV YEHUDA _ 

( GAL-ON Guest House and Semfoar Center, near Kiryat Gat Beit Guvrin Caves and\ 
>bav Springs. AircondiSoned rooms, lush surroundings. Kosher food. Playyound ] 
and artimai comer. TeL 07887-2410; Fax: 07887-377 J 

G AULEE _ 

C GAN GAROOAUSTRALM^SRAEL fWRK. Close to Gan HasMosa-Tbe only A 
place nthe world outside of Austraka where you can mingle with kangaroos and pat j 
them. Other AuStafap animate and plants, brooks. TeL 06848 8060; 052-816696 ^/ 

GENERAL 

( SAVE TIME AND MOfSY-Contact Judy at SIGHTSEEING TOURS. 81 A 
HayaitonSL, Tel Aw. TeL 03817 6248, Fax. 03817 8835 (from abroad fax; ] 
972-3817 88g). Booking dafly sightseeing tous to afl of Israel, Jordan and Egypt / 

C BICYCLE TOURS/RENTALS-Tours tor large youpsafl over IsaeL ££ 

Also:Tows or rentals for tamfees&’incfivtdu^s.Jeepniicyde tours 

avafeble. Darfy (not shabbat) Tel. 052-861255; Tet/fax: 02835 511a J 

HA IFA _ 

( EDUCATIONAL ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN - Carmel Center Gan-Ha’em^ 
fine coflection of animals, live reptile exhflx,.natural vegetation, beautiful view of 
the sea and the mountain.TeL 04-837 2886,837 2390, Fax. 04-837 7019 J 

J AFFA PORT __ 

/GALLERY/PWNT WORKSHOP - Har-EI Printers & Publishers, Jaffa ffort. Main GateN 
1 Fine Art prints/original paintings, artist books. IsraeS and intBml artists. TeL 03- 

\ M1-6834. Sun-Thurs 9-17; Fri.10:30-14^X1 or by appL wwwJn tefartfeo.il/harel J 

J ERUSALEM -ZOVA __ 

/^FORTIffiWHOIERftiaYlKEnJDVA-OpenedHaildda-newindciarganwarBa-fi ^ 
l C3JsmxSiaa^ar^x<e<Ss^nglegyTOandnmfW»-HACHAS-atiand^^ ] 

\ anmiafe repfeitxriiandpahgar^ lf^toanfeolo^s ^AdaixeboakinB.Te/ag-S479a. J 

NAZAfiECh___ 

/z HRS NAZARETH 2000 WALKING TOUR- in oH Nazareth, Basilica ot the AnnunaafiwV 
the Synagogue Church, the White Mosque, restored old market Source of Mary's Well. 1 
V^^ify 09:30. Tel. 052-350220,052-370532 (wwwmeidanet.cofrrttazanah) J 


/TWNA RARK-A unque nature reserve, breathtaking, pleasure resort with recreation. 

I person^ autfio guide, fin bottles with colored sand, FREE demonstration of comer 
\ jjodtf3ionS more Open d^y 7^0 a.m. 8 pm. Tel/fax. 972-7-6 316756. 

N ORTHERN DEAD SEA _ 

/SIESTA SEA - A magical stretch ol beach and restaurant on the Dead Sea Shore, N 
I about 25 mhules drive trom Jerusalem. Hi^i quality beach tacififies. tofirrate 
V ^niaiirimg beach, amphitheatre, natural Dead Sea mud TeL 028944111 

SftAHQN ARFA _ 

[ YADAIM ~ Beautiful a original giftsjby Israeli artists & craftspeople cerames ^ 
1 jewelry, cloths, woodwork, painting, and more... for every occaston- Browse and 
V^ erifOy. 18 Harcarmel SL (Midrachov Ywusfabyini) Kfar Saba TeL 09-766 2468 



f H ° TE , L ENRELD LONDON ■ en-suite. NeS, 

. ™ ' 20 ? ns - lrain 10 Ci( y- Advanced Weekend (3 nights) 

VE1D0 per room. Tel. |44) 181 363 0i;4, Fai<. M] 181 245 6207 8 

f HOW.TOTRAVEL FROM ISRAEL-2JON TOURS-The lamest North' 
Amencan agency in Israel. Your ONE STOP travel center* ^ 

V TeL 02-625 4326 ~ markziongtoetvision.net g 

y Tei, 09^55 6M6,05^.^. ^ 

^kvays at your servree! Only at QPHIR TOI IRg n-a. . 


WHERETO RENT A CAR 


ms -We try harder 

Tel Aviv 03-5271752 

Ben Gurion Airport 03-977 3200 
Jerusalem 02-6249001 

USA 201-816-8157 

.London 44-181-848-8733, 

Highest quality, low, low prices 

Rales from *$24 per day unJim. km 
Local Reservations 08-9777717/8 
Overseas Reservations 03-6841000 
Ben Gurion Airport 03-9772444 

-Based on 7 dajr group A. not nd. insurance. 
Tax. Higft Season Supplement 


MEET ISRAELIS 


Being single 
doesn l Hnean to be aione! 

Give us a call! 
ft may just change your life. 
The Marriage Connection 
Bezalel 8 Jerusalem 1 

v V/ORLD Of Slki 

★ Meet new & interesting people 
★Unique personal service 

★ ReS^ous&secular 

★ Exdusive party every Thursday 
-members only 

Tel Aviv • Haifa • Jeros^mflfll^A 
. L _ Canada#UK#Europe . 


ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 


irn 


Buy The Jerusalem 
Advantage Coupon Book 
and save 20% to 50% at 
over 50 kosher restaurants! 
Plus many other savings! 


Available for only NIS 75 
al AACJ. Emunah, Israel Center 
and Bell Optical. 
Questions? CaD 02-623 5531 
Ust of CO^xrVs? vantage#nelvs>on.neLil 
- NcXsoW in bookstores. 


HOME SERVICES 


Concerned about your home In 

JerusatemyThen you need HomeCare 

• ki yow absence we maintain L 

• BefcJre you arm* wq prepare it. 

•Al repairs, imptovemenb, indrvxlud 
^s^arefnents catered to profession afty. 

Became HOMECARE a a ajn^jrenerna« home 
manaflement & maintenaics service br 

pe ople Bre you.'Wxg peace rtmtod sour 

concern, your enjoyment our priority. 

Because we care. 


TeL 02^19916 Fax. 028513380 


100 

Continuous 

days at a very 
special rate 


To appear in this 1 
special tourism column I 
or for more details . 
send fax to: 1 

100 DAYS 1 

■1 

Fax. 02-5388 408 

or call Tel Aviv Area ■ 

Tel. 03-639 0333 (Ruthie) I 
Fax: 03-6390277 ■ 
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ARTS&ENTERTA1NMENT 


Minds stuck in an ’80s time warp 


In linn 



By David Brflim 


S imple Minds is one of the 
quintessential 1980s bands. A 
marriage of synth pop and fer¬ 
vent rock that aspired to U2, the 
Tun Kerr-led unit was all over the 
radio and the charts in the mid- 
’80s. Propelled by the sing-alcng 
teen anthem ‘Don’t You Forget 
About Me” and subsequent follow¬ 
ups, the Hsh band fora time hit die 
perfect balance between stadium 
pretensions and street credibility. 

Basically down to a two-man 
operation of Kerr and multi-instru¬ 
mentalist Charlie Burch ill. Simple 
Minds circa 1998 manages to 
sound passionate and detached at 
the same time. 

Most of Neapolis, die band’s 
(surprise!) third release of the 
1990s, sounds like a Rip Van 
Winkle trip. The synths still burp 
and gurgle, the programmed tem¬ 
pos axe Breakfast Club redux, and 
Kerr sings like a man with a mis¬ 
sion. It all sounds so„. '80s. 
Unfortunately, while the spirit is 


willing, die songwriting is weak. 
The meandering songs douse 
whatever momentum the band 
achieves like a glass of cold water 
on a flame. 

Despite its failures; ft's some¬ 
what gratifying to seer a band of 
integrity like Simple Minds-back 
on die chain gang, but it may bode 
in for what comes next Do I see a 
Flock of Seagulls or a Men At 
Work reunion in the future? 

A TOTALLY different nostalgic 
journey occurs on The Storyteller , 
subtitled Musical' Words and 


NEAPOLIS 

Simple Minds 

(NMO 

THE STORYTELLER 

Ray Dories 

(NMO 


Spoken Song. Ray Davies, Kink 
extraordinaire and one of rock’s 
great songwriters and performers, 
has come up with a noble way to 
ward off retirement. 

Based on the excellent VH-1 
television series Storytellers, in 
which noted writers talk about their 
muse-and offer live performances, 
Davies combines readings from his 
wonderfully insightful and honest 
autobiography XRay with acoustic 
versions of songs both legendary 
and new. The entertaining result is 
captured in an intimate club setting 
on The Storyteller. 

Davies was always as much of a 


cabaret performer as be was a 
rocker, and this new framework 
allows him to act, mimic and wax 
poetic. If you've ever been a 
Kinks fan, it’s not to be missed. 
The whimsical, wistful quality 
Davies brought to The Kinks 
songs is found in abundance in his 
memoirs of growing up, forming a 
band, and making the big time. 

Renditions of “20th Century 
Man," “Victoria” and “See My 
Friends’' are alone worth the price 
of admission, but new songs like 
the tide cut and “The Ballad of Julie 
Frnkle” prove Davies is too talented 
to be pet out to pasture quite yet 

Davies’s comic abilities shine on 
his memories of auditioning drum¬ 
mer Mick Avory, entering an school 
and recording the band's first sin¬ 
gle. But mare importantly, he final¬ 
ly solves the mystery of what broth¬ 
er Dave Davies is shouting just 
before his sizzling guitar break cn 
the band's breakout hit “You Really 
Got Me.” That surprising disclosure 
confirms that Davies andThe Kinks 
were not rock and roll pretenders, 
but the real thing. 

POP QUIZ 

What familial connection did 
Ray Davies and Jim Kerr have in 
the 1980s? 

Clues can be located within the 
above reviews. 

The first correct answer to be 
sent in to IN TUNE, do David 
Brinn, Jerusalem Post, POB 81, 
Jerusalem 9100, will receive a 
copy of Simple Minds' new di9c 
Neapolis. 


Don Juan woos Beersheba 


f " fTTbe six 
„ I pianists 
who have 
reached foe 
final stage of 
the Ninth 
International 
A -r t u r 
Rubinstein 
Piano. Master 
Competition are 
definitely•• not 
foe best among foe 45 who entered 
the competition or of foe 20 who 
reached its second stage- As usual 
in such competitions, foe jury's 
decision raised some bewildered 
eyebrows/Ib e^bMs^own. 

RUBINSTEIN 

COMPETITION 

Week 2 

Td Aviv Musenm/Mann Auditorium 
March 23-29 


fTTbe 

•Itt 


It now remains for foe siximal- 
sts to show the audience their 
vorfo. It is a pity that Sweden's 
> erTengstrand was not chosen; he 
vas one of foe mare intriguing 
:ompethors. with piano playing 
hat suggested a mature person 
ind musician alike. 

The two Italians who have 
cached foe finals. Carlo Guaitoli 
ind Filippo Gamba, are without a 
loubt two of foe more disappoint- 
ng pianists in foe competition 
vho_in fact, should not have even 
cached stager 2. Now each w31 
ravel home with at least S3,000, 
vhich is quite ridiculous to say the 
east. If anybody wanted to give 
he jnty and these piaifijas the ben¬ 
efit of the doubt, the first part of 
he finals on Sunday evening 
bowed that these two are veiy 
wring pianists not worthy of the 
vent 

Guaitoli • played Mozart 
K.466) in a bland, unmusical 
nd boring manner. It was one of 
he more disappointing and 
ueaningless performances of the 
ompetition. Gamba (playing 
Beethoven's First Piano 
Concerto) was only a little better, 
tut he too had nothing in particu- 
ar to say about the music. No 
yonder many of the not-fiill 
loose left at intermission. 

Ukrainian Vitaly Samoshko 
Beethoven’s Second Piano 
Concerto) was much better. At 
east this: is a pianist who tries to 
ay something with bis music, who 
ries to express some emotion. But 
his is not a pianist we would want 
o hear again and again. 

Not doe of these three is worthy 
>f the coveted first prize of the 
:ompetition. Hopefully the mem- 
>ers of foe jury have realized that 
is woffi Hopefully the other force 
realists will- save the competition 
tom its morbid state. 

. Michael Ajzenstadt 









An autographed sketch by Pablo Picasso dedicated by the artist 
to: ‘my friend Artur Rubinstein 19/7/58.’ 


It looks like opera in Beersheba 
is here to stay, judging from the 
congenial public reception of this 
conceit version of Don Giovanni 
highlights - a graceful production 
in a studio framework. 

Versatile Larisa Tetnyev sang 
foe force soprano leads, investing 
Donna Anna, Donna Elvira, and 
Zerlina with -appropriate affecta¬ 
tion, but holding to her own hefty 
mezzo timbre. 

The men's voices were light¬ 
weight. Dan Ettinger’s Deal was 
hyperactive, while his lyric bari¬ 
tone was lovely. David Zevah's 
debut was pleasant, prepared, and 


ISRAEL SINFONDETEA 

Uri Mayer 

Mozart’s Don Giovanni 
(excerpts) 


promising as Leporello. Tenor 
Emanuel Baircha - Ramirez 
(Mexico) debuted as Ottavio with 
maturity and warmth. Max Stem 

Alexander : Korsantiya's perfor¬ 
mance of Prokofiev’s Piano 
Concerto No. 2 was foe main attrac¬ 
tion of the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s Subscription Concert 
No. 4, conducted by foe Estonian 
Paavo Jam. : 

Korsantiya’s immensely rich 
palette of tone colors and wide 


range of expressivity made his ren¬ 
dition a spellbinding experience. 
From a delicately soft, caressing 
start, a powerful climax was grad- 


IPO 

Alexander Korsantfya - pianist 
Paavo Jarvi - conductor 
Works fay Haydn, Nielsen and 
Prokofiev 

Jerusalem tnt mm P ow*! 
Congress Center 
March 24 


uafiy built up in the opening move¬ 
ment. He conjured np a cham¬ 
pagne-like sparkle in the Scherzo. 
Relentlessly percussive incisive¬ 
ness and persistence, contrasting 
with episodes of exquisite calm in 
the Intermezzo, led up to mounting 
tension and tempestuous frenzy in 
a finale of elemental forcefulness. 
The capacity of highlighting such 
extremes testifies to an outstanding 
musical personality. 

Curiosity was aroused by Carl 
Nielsen’s rarely performed 
Symphony No. 5. Highly 
Romantic in style, the work's 
expansiveness and lack of clearly 
delineated directions of develop¬ 
ment hardly sustained interest to 
its end. Whether a more stream¬ 
lined conducting could have 
increased foe tension must be left 
to conjecture. Ury Eppstein 


Top 10 TV Shows 


BgHBLEH KAYE 


weekly TV ratings from 
Israel Audience 
search Board are com- 

opiled automatically by 

y data from foe viewing 
of 385 households 
m the country. They 
re telephone polls which 
t I" and 2 conducted 
The data are recorded 


via Peoplemeters connected to 
the families’ TVs arid transferred 
to a centra] computer. The shows 
are all prime time. Below are the 
ARBs lor March 22-28- 

1 . Miss Israet pageant 
Tuesday, Channel 2 47.2% 

2. Ramat Aviv . Ginimel. 
Wednesday, Channel Z 32.6% 

3. Dan Shiloh live. Tuesday, 
Channel 2.31.8% 

4. Focus-Raft Ginas. Saturday, 


Channel 2.31.8% 

5. 7atzpan. Saturday, Channel 
2.31% 

6. Hartzufim. Wednesday, 
Channel 2. 27.9% 

. 7.- Channel 2 news. Sunday - 
Thursday. 26.8% (average) 

8. Only in Israel. Thursday, 
Channel 2. 26.8% 

9- First in Entertainment. 
Monday, Channel 2.26.5% 

10. Shemesh. Thursday, 
Channel 2.25.4%. 



Simple Minds* Jim Kerr (left) and Charlie Burdiil] manage to sound passionate and detached at the same time. 

Ancient Indian dances: 
A flurry of eloquent hands 


DANCE ROUNDUP 


T he dancer Alarmel Valli, 
accompanied by a group of 
four musicians, presented 
an evening of classical dance that 
originated in tire ancient temples 
of southern India and gave, a 
most eloquent/ elegant perfor¬ 
mance. The Bharata Natyari 
school is more energetic and 


ALARMEL VALLI 

Churchffl Auditorium, 
Haifa 
March 27 


vivid than most other schools of 
Indian dance, and Valli is as 
fluid, agile and precise as the 
best of them. 

She came cm stage dressed in 
traditional silk attire with layers of 
folds thar fanned out as she 
moved, strings of tiny bells on her 
anklets, with her fingertips and 
toenails polished a bright red. This 
dancer, endowed with radiant 
beauty, came across a bit aloof 
when she explained the narrative 
themes of each dance and intro¬ 
duced the audience to the dance 
vocabulary, using a series of 


exquisite hand gestures. 

Ancient Sanskrit script, over 
2,000 years oldv recorded some 
4,000 finger signs ( mudrah ) with 
the help of which a dancer can 
praise the gods and recount their 
tales. Tb be able to perform all die 
subtle messages and portray a 
complex array of emotions and 
their delicate nuances, tire dancer 
needs to have flexible palm and 
finger joints, perfect control of his 
facial muscles, and a nimble and 
strong pair of feet. Valli has all this 
-and more. 

When she dances, she is trans¬ 
formed into a warm, highly com¬ 
municative performer who collab¬ 
orates well with the four excellent 
musicians who accompanied her 
and Jay at her feet five layers of 
intertwining, cross rhythms of 
Indian music. A most enjoyable 
experience. 

The Eisham dance theater 
group tried, through a painstaking 
ex peri men tel process, to incorpo¬ 
rate dance, music and text into a 
relevant theatrical experience that 
is greater than the sum of its com¬ 
ponents. An impressively long 
list of people were credited for 
realizing this evening, among 
them dancers Ora Mirsky, Odelia 
Kuperberg, MargaJit Shealtiel 
and Neta Litzur, and an aspiring 
actor and opera singer - Guy 
Mannheim. Each performer had a 


chance to recite some personal 
associations and observations 
dial deal with his/her life experi¬ 
ence. They talked as candidly as 


HAGIGIT 
(The Wadi Tab) 

By YaeJ Kremsky 
Eish&m Dame Theater 
TH Aviv 
March 26 


possible about love and pain, 
regrets and blame, in one or more 
of tire twelve short scenes that 
comprise Hagigit. 

Particularly impressive were 
highly talented Ron Retich. impro- 


al vising on the violin and forming a 
is dialogue with the dancers, and the 
i- two dancers who introduced them- 
t$ selves an stage as Maxgalit and 
m Yolanda. The latter confined most 
of her solos to a tin wash tub an 
wheels and ran through an intrigu¬ 
ing range of emotions. But 
• Margalit was by far the most 
sophisticated dancer Her presence 
underlined the inexperience of tire 
:■ other dancers. 

Kremsky intended to use the 
Z inlefdisciplinaiy - -mteraction to 
point out the complexity of foe 
i, male-female experience and per¬ 
is fraps to enlighten the issue through 
it a new perspective. As a modest 
experiment, it had some merits; as 
e a ripe and resolved work, it still 
y has a long way to go. 


Applause for the 50th - abroad 


By HBJEW KAYE 

I srael’s jubilee celebrations 
are having more success 
abroad than they are here. 
Not surprisingly, pan of that 
success is due to the Batsheva 
Dance Company and to the Itim 
Ensemble, both of which per¬ 
formed at Washington's 
Kennedy Center in tire jubilee 
series of performances called 


The An of the State. 

Batsheva won raves for Ohad 
Naharin’s Anaphase , while Itim 
received praise for the power 
and sophistication of Rina 
Yerushalmi’s Vayomer Vayelech. 

Meanwhile in Germany, the 
Cameri production of Edna 
Mazia's A Family Story has 
received warm receptions in 
Bonn, Weimar, and Heidelberg 
(where the play’s action starts). 



AMVS VIEW 

Tuesday. March 31, 1990 at 0.30 p.m. 


A British play written by one of the famous writers in England - David Hare. 

The action is spread over a period of 17 years, from 1979 to present day, and mainly 
takes place in foe country cottage belonging to Esme, a famous actress, and Evelyn, 

her late husband's mother. 

^J‘ve seen this play at the NationalThoatm in London, with Judl Dench in the leading rote. The Israeli 
production Is better, warmer end more exciting." (Michael Handelsattz - Ha’aretz) 

- _ The magic is revealed through convincing performances—manages to charm, without showing the 

sweat _ The acting Is good, StUrl Golan has a great deal of power, Gil Frank Is excellent, Alex Ansky 

molds the mla well and Blsheva MIchaeii and Aton Neuman provide good parformances—lha jewgiln 
the crown Is "Jetts Monte " (Shosh Weitz - Yecflofo Aharonot) 


Murder 





Saturday, AprB4,1998 it 9.00 pjol with itauitMWK trantiitfim brto foaflth 
A new play by Hanoch Levine. 

: ' ; Written during the violent events In the aftermath of toe controversial opening of the Tunnel in Jerusalem 
MURDER is a sharp, penetrating, heart-wrenching, merciless look Into the human toll extracted by the 
‘ tsraeli-Palestnian conflict As murder gives way to murder, it is the innocent bn both sides who are the victims. 

“A play that must be seen" (Michael Handelsaltz-Ha'aretz) 

*An obligatory play" (Byaki m Ybron-Ma'ariv} 

_‘_■_ (iey^ofparfoifflaflcadPP^ at ^“ ro i tfe ^ _u_i__ 

101 Dizengoff St, Tel Aviv Box Office: 03-523-3335 Fax: 03-523-0172 

Subscriptions: 03-524-5211 

See i# in HEBREW— 
Hear i-t in EM6USH 
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A s one of its last acts before ending its 
winter session, the Knesset gave the 
nation a 50th anniversary present - it 
defea ted three proposals for a general pardon 
intended to honor foe nation’s jubilee. Nor does 
foe good news stop there: Justice Minister Tzahi 


Amnesty absurdities 


■tnciHKu vo nonor tne nation s jubilee. Nor does 
the good news stop there: Justice Minister Tzahi 
Haflegbi, evidently seeking to reassure the pub¬ 
lic, staled Sunday he opposes granting pardons 
«o murderers, rapists, domestic abusers, or drug 
dealers. 


Nonetbeless, President Ezer Weizman has 
pledged to use bis pardon authority more gener¬ 
ously. during foe jubilee year. Now the public 
Waits, like a defendant awaiting sentence, for 
foe announcement of what sort of criminals will 
be- released as pan of Weizman's celebratory 
expansiveoess. ./ 

■Within a month, a committee of government 
experts, chaired by former state attorney Yona 
Bfaftman, wffl decide what criteria to recom¬ 
mend- to Weizman for the jubilee pardons. 
Reports are already circulating that Weizman 
wilHifceiy issue 800 to 1,000 pardons, some of 
which will be for “minor'' traffic offenses for 
winch-driving licenses were revoked. 

The message is: There is no need to be 
alarmed. “Real" criminals will remain behind 
ban. You might think twice, however, before 
venturing out in your car during the jubilee, 
because drivers whose licenses have just been 
returned will be out there celebrating with you. 

No one would consider pardoning someone 
who had been convicted for repeatedly waving 
around loaded weapons, and who had even shot 
people as a result of reckless behavior. 
Regardless of any sentiments of mercy, public 
safety would not permit such a pardon. Yet 
somehow reckless drivers who have caused 
numerous accidents and have finally had their 
licenses taken away are not considered danger¬ 
ous menaces to society. 

in fact, researchers in road safety have shown 
that suspension of licenses .for serious traffic 
offenses; particular in the Case of young drivers, is 
less a matter of punishment than of accident pre¬ 
vention. Given this, it is hard to imagine that a 
civilized society, that has lost more of its citizens 
on its roads that in all the wars for its survival, 
would celebrate its independence by returning a 
license to even a single reckless driver. 

h 1997, Weizman issued 442 pardons, 77 of 
which involved releasing or reducing the sen¬ 
tence of criminals serving time in prison. Many 
of foe remaining pardons were reductions in 
fines far traffic violations. But 17 involved 
shortening long, usually multi-year, court- 
imposed suspensions of driver's licenses, pre¬ 
sumably for serious and repeated traffic viola- 


That was a normal year, and perhaps the pres¬ 
ident had good reasons for reducing these sen¬ 
tences after individual and exhaustive reviews. 
In this jubilee year, a general pardon has, thank- 
fully, been ruled out, but Weizman has pledged 
to substantially increase the number of “indi¬ 
vidual" pardons. 

The fact that the pardons are individual does 
have the effect of ruling out one fear associated 
with the jubilee, that indicted high-profile 
politicians and other white-collar cases on the 
court dockets would benefit from a sweeping 
pardon. The prospect of foe well heeled and 
connected getting off the hook, supposedly in 
the context of showing mercy for less fortunate 
criminals, was the aspect of the proposed 
jubilee pardon that smacked most of officially 
sanctioned corruption. 

But even if individual pardons are in principle 
less of a direct insult to the justice system and 
the rule of law, a mass of individual pardons 
could still endanger the public. Already, the sig¬ 
nal is being sent that traffic offenses, including 
serious ones, are not considered dangerous 
crimes. This son of signal could add to the prob¬ 
lem highlighted by organizations that monitor 
road safety, who claim that the courts are 
already too reluctant to take the step of sus¬ 
pending licenses. 

The government is understandably quick to 
reassure the public that murderers will not be 
released as a particularly masochistic form of 
national celebration. But if large numbers of 
licenses are returned to bad drivers, the national 
death toll could rise just as surely as if murder¬ 
ers were released from prison. In 1997. over 500 
Israelis lost their lives on the country’s roads. 
Prematurely returning suspended licenses can 
only undermine any serious effort toward reduc¬ 
ing this unacceptable toll. 

When asked privately for a judicial justifica¬ 
tion for increasing foe numbers of pardons on 
foe state’s 50th anniversary, as opposed to the 
49th or the 51st. foe only thing government 
experts can do is shrug and blame it on foe 
"public expectations" for the jubilee year. It is 
unclear where, outside of the close proximity of 
foe Knesset, a groundswell of support for 
jubilee pardons exists. Surely foe public, even if 
it supports foe idea of correcting mistakes made 
by foe judicial system in principle, would be 
against pardons that increase crime or foe car¬ 
nage on the roads. It is foe public interest that 
should be in the forefront of foe minds of the 
Blattman Commission members, not an arbi¬ 
trary target for increasing pardons in the jubilee 
year. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1NMKS, MAYOR OLMERT 


PALESTINIAN HATRED 


Sir, - Recently ray wife made 
me read Sam Orbamn’s interesting 
article ‘Too good to be true?” 
(March 2) about foe efficient 
mayor of Ra'anana whose activi¬ 
ties mode us envious of foe resi¬ 
dents of foal city. 

I bad rung the municipality 
helpline four times about a hole in 
the road directly in front of our 
garage to no avail. During foe 
intermission of foe Daniel 
Barenboim concert at the 
Jerusalem Theater, I found myself 
nekt to our mayor, Ehud Olraert 
With the article in mind I intro¬ 
duced myself and told him the 
problem. Neither of us had a pen 
or paper but he said he would look 
inton. Needless to say. the follow¬ 
ing morning the job was done. We 
too have a mayor that cares. 
Thank you, Ehud Olmert 


Sir, - According to Michal 
Sela’s Palestinian Press Review of 
March 16. Ali Khalili of al-Quds 
asked ironically (in connection 
with Barak’s ill-timed statement 
concerning terrorism J whether 
nothing has changed in the Israeli 
vocabulary in the four years since 
the signing of the Oslo 
Agreement. 

In return. I should like to ask 
Mr. Khalili what has changed in 
foe Palestinian vocabulary since 
that date, with Yasser Arafat 
telling foe public time and again 
that he looks to the day when 
Palestinian children will hoist foe 
Palestinian flag over foe mosques 
and churches of Jerusalem, the 
PA’s paper al-Hayai al-JadiJa 
accusing Prime Minister 
Netanyahu of reaping the hatred 


RUTH KILLERS 


Middx.. England. 


DR. CHAIM HEITNER 


Jerasalem. 


MON-KOSHER MEAT 

Sir, - One of the most idiotic 
laws is the recently enacted Meat 
Law banning foe import of non- 
kosher meat. 

Will it diminish foe local con¬ 
sumption of non-kosher meat? Of 
course not. It will only increase 
the domestic production of such 
meat 

The law should be properly 
called sponsoring domestic pro¬ 
duction of non-kosher meaL” 


INHUMANE ‘SPORT 

Sir. - I was disgusted and horri¬ 
fied by the picture and caption of a 
fist-fighting match primed on the 
back page of foe March 19 edition. 
This gruesome picture was of one 
man actually killing another - that 
he died of his injuries only later is 
immaterial. It is sad that some 
people want to see this kind of 
thing. Am I to understand that foe 
Post considers news about an 
inhumane “sport” as sports news 
that is fit to print? What will be 
next in the Post, cockfighting 
results? 


KOSHER RESTUARANT 


Sir. - Stuart A. Cohen, in "A day 
at Tel Aviv University” (March 9). 
is so right in wondering why a 
restaurant in The Green House on 
the TA University campus is not 
kosher. 

Several years go - also naively 
believing *a national university 
restaurant would be kosher and 
disappointed it wasn’t - I tried to 
convince the president of this 
otherwise so wonderful universi¬ 
ty that it was most improper. It 
did not help then. Hopefully, 
Prof. Cohen's remarks will help 
now! 


DR. JACOB ROSIN 


ELISABETH ROBERTS 


WERNER BACHMANN 


Netanya. 


Tel Aviv. 


Ra’anana. 


FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


63 years ago: On March 31, 
1933, The Palestine Post dis¬ 
cussed, in a leading article, the 
problems arising from the pro¬ 
posed anti-German boycott by 
Jews worldwide which had pro¬ 
voked a quick retort from foe 
Nazis aimed at German Jews, both 


professional and business class. 

50 years ago: On March 31. 
1948, The Jerusalem Post report¬ 
ed frum Lake Success that while 
foe US continued to press for a 
truce and a special UN Assembly 
and Trusteeship, the Soviet dele¬ 
gare to foe UN Andrei Gromyko 


announced foal Soviet Russia still 
adhered to foe decision made by 
foe UN General Assembly on 
November 29 for partition and 
charged certain wavering powers 
to be motivated by self-interest. 


Alexander Zvielli 


OPINION 
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The truth in ‘T’kiima’ 


he has sown and foe Voice of 
Palestine inciting haired of Israel 
on a daily basis. 

It is no doubt high time to 
remind the Palestinians that the 
days of easy gains are over and 
that cheap propaganda is unlike¬ 
ly to cause the present govern¬ 
ment to cave in to their 
demands. 

Ali Khalili is right however, 
saying that, in foe years since 
the Oslo Accords, haired only 
produced hatred on the other 
side. But it was Palestinian 
hatred of Israel that started the 
proceedings. 


I n recent weeks, foe public con¬ 
troversy surrounding foe 
T’kuma television series has 
escalated. The controversy began 
with foe installments describing 
foe tragedy that foe Palestinians 
brought upon themselves during 
the War of Independence, and its 
peak (so far) was reached in the 
installment about foe Palestinians 
living inside foe Green Line. 

These are the milli on Arabs who 
we have called, for half a century, 
"Israeli Arabs,” perhaps in the 
hope that foe artificial distinction, 
produced by the 1949 Rhodes 
Agreements at foe end of foe 
bloody War of Independence, 
would become an ethnic reality. 

In recent years, Israelis - or per¬ 
haps one should say Israeli Jews - 
have finally started to realize that 
foe vast majority of Israeli Arabs 
see themselves as Palestinians in 
every way. The Green Line, which 
separates foe two major parts of 
the Palestinian people, means 
nothing to them. 

In recent weeks we have wit¬ 
nessed a public reawakening 
among Israeli Arabs, as a reaction 
to the grandiose plans for foe cel¬ 
ebration of Israel's jubilee. Israeli 
Arabs are formulating foe way in 
which they will mark the half-cen¬ 
tury since the establishment of the 
state, or, from their point of view, 
since the Palestinian tragedy. 

Many Jewish Israelis are 
astounded by the naked truth to 
which they are being exposed, 
perhaps for foe first time. Many of 
them are reacting angrily, saying 
that this is ingratitude to the State 
of Israel which gave its Arab 
minority fall rights and equality 
despite the residues of foe pasL 
At this point, T’kuma enters the 
picture, and places before foe 
"Israeli Jews” a picture reflecting 
the Palestinian tragedy with fall 
force. Harsh pictures of hundreds 
of thousands of refugees, exiled 
from their villages and making 
way for new Israeli settlements 
which will wipe out all traces of 
their former existence. 

The series displays before foe 
“Israeli Jews" a truth they had 
never encountered: No, foe Israeli 
Arabs do not identify with the 
Zionist ethos; No, the Israeli 
Arabs do not always feels fortu- 


RUBY RIVUN 


nate and are not grateful to the 
State of Israel for awarding them 
equal rights. In fact, they would 
prefer to be called “Palestinians." 
Surprise, surprise. 


IT is very important that, in Israel 
of 1998, young people learn about 
foe military government imposed 
on foe Arabs of Galilee until the 


Government 
intervention in - or 
worse, censorship 
of - public TV is not 
a panacea for the 
discomfort we feel 
when we see these 
harsh pictures 


end of foe Sixties. It is also impor¬ 
tant that Israeli youth be exposed 
to pictures of columns of refugees 
fleeing in fear of the IDF in the 
War of Independence. It is essen¬ 
tial that pupils understand the 
strength of the feelings of foe 
Palestinians and their dream of 
returning, to Haifa. rAcret ami- 
Safed. v-n 

But Israeli yppfo must fano^thpt 
foe Palestinian refugees intend to 
return to those places instead of 
us. If we do not recognize things 
as they are, we will never be able 
to get to foe roots of foe dispute. 
The pathetic attempts of certain 
politicians to hide the issues, to 
take T’kuma off the air, or to apply 
censorship to a historical TV 
series of this kind, do not serve 
their own interests. Moreover, 
these efforts are likely to cause 
Israeli youth, exposed to such 
things for foe first time, to feel 
that Israel has dark chapters in its 
history that it should hide. 

It is not easy to look at the pic¬ 
tures of the refugees fleeing to the 
east; it is not pleasant to bear 
about foe destruction of their vil¬ 
lages and towns. It is difficult to 
digest such things, particularly 
after half a century in which we 


have been beat brought up to 
believe that we are right, that we 
are more moral, that we always 
desired peace. ' • 

On the other hand, there is no 
justification for foe voices, com¬ 
ing from foe political- camp to 
which I belong, raised against 
Tkuma. The recognition of the 
Palestinian tragedy - and it is a 
real tragedy - does not lessen 
Israel's moral stability. 

The problem is that, in the 
dichotomy in which we are living, 
recognition of foe justice of the 
Palestinians implies upsetting foe 
moral basis on which foe State of 
Israel was established. This kind 
of recognition is a luxury which 
only liberal Americans can afford, 
150 years after the last Indian 
tribes ceased to pose a threat to the 
existence of the United Stales.' 

But recognition of foe 
Palestinian tragedy does not mean 
recognition of foe justice of the 
Palestinian position. This tragedy, 
it should be remembered and 
emphasized, particularly after the 
harsh pictures shown by Tkuma. 
was brought upon foe Pales tinians 
by their leaders and themselves. 

We must remember that we 
agreed to divide foe land with foe 
Pales tinians . The pictures of exile 
and destruction displayed on the 
TV screen need not have taken 
place. • * . ■ 

balance, 

agritit were, the story of the 
Palestinian defeat by a description 
of a parallel Israeli tragedy. 
Government intervention in - or 
worse, censorship of—public TV 
is not a panacea for the discomfort 
we feel when we see these harsh 
pictures. Citizens of a democratic 
country do not heed remedies of 
tins kind or the protection of an 
omniscient government against 
exposure to reality. However. 
Israeli youth needs better history 
education to give it tools to under¬ 
stand its history. 

. If young Israelis view the harsh 
installments of. Tkuma while 
understanding the historical con¬ 
text in which the events took 
place, they will be able to reach 
foe conclusion that we are not so 
bad after alL 


The writer is a Likud MK. 


The Arab bluff 


T he Arab world's response to 
Israel's proposal for a with¬ 
drawal from Lebanon has 
set new standards for farce, even 
in a region in which the bizarre is 
foe norm. For 20 years, foe entire 
Arab world has been demanding a 
unilateral Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. Suddenly. Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
says he is willing to do exactly 
that - and the Arab world has flat¬ 
ly rejected the offer. 

Lebanon, which might have been 
expected to be pleased at foe 
prospect of getting its long-sought 
territory bock, has said it would not 
accept south Lebanon on a platter 
unless Syria is given the Golan 
Heights at the same time. Such 
generosity is unprecedented: 
Egypt, for instance, had no qualms 
about signing a separate peace with 
Israel in order to get the Sinai back. 
By itself, however, this response 
would not have been so surprising. 
It merely provided additional 
poof, were any needed, of Syria’s 
political domination of Lebanon, 
which forces Beirut to subordinate 
its own goals to those of Damascus. 

Much more revealing was the 
second element of Lebanon’s 
refusal. Israel's one condition for a 
withdrawal is that when the IDF 
pulls out, it be replaced by the 
Lebanese aimy, so that the security 
zone will actually become part of 
Lebanon again rather than die facto 
becoming an independent mini- 
state controlled by Hizbullah. 

Logically, this demand would 
seem to coincide with Lebanon's 
interests. If Lebanon actually wants 
to regain control of what it claims 
as sovereign Terri toy, deploying its 
army there is necessary - both 
symbolically and practically. Yet 
Beirut said this requirement is 
unacceptable, making the strange 
claim foal Israel is thereby asking 
the Lebanese army to' defend 


EVELYN GORDON 


Israel’s citizens rather than its own. 

Nor is Lebanon alone in this 
stand. Last week, the Arab League 
backed Lebanon's position regard¬ 
ing the deployment of its army, 
and said it “rejects foe Israeli ini¬ 
tiative pertaining to this issue." 

It is hard to understand why the 
Arab world thinks Israel's demand 
is unreasonable. This is a much 
more minimalist position than Israel 
has ever taken in the past. It is not 
even demanding a peace treaty or 
diplomatic relations in exchange for 
its withdrawal: All it wants is an 
assurance that its concession will 
not give rise to unending terror 
at tack s along its northern border. If 
the Arab world is truly interested in 
peace, is tins too much to ask? 

Even harder to understand, how¬ 
ever, is why Lebanon thinks 
restraining Hizbullah attacks on 
Israel following an Israeli with¬ 
drawal would be contrary to its 
own interests. 

Currently, foe strategic value of 
these attacks is obvious: They are 
an excellent way of pressuring 
Israel to leave the security zone. If 
Israel leaves, however, Hizbullah 
attacks would promptly become a 

liability rather than an asset. At the 
very least, they would provoke 
retaliatory Israeli air strikes which 
would endanger Lebanese citizens; 
at worst, they could provoke 
another full-scale Israeli invasion 
of south Lebanon. 


THE unfortunate conclusion is 
that allowing Hizbullah's war on 
Israel u continue is murh more 

important to both Lebanon and the 
Arab League than their stated goal 

of restoring Arab sovereignty to 
south Lebanon. If shutting down 
this war is the price of Israel's 
withdrawal, foe Arab.world is not 


willing to make a deal. 

For years, foe Arabs have been 
claiming that Israel's occupation 
of Arab lands is their sole reason 
for foe 50-year state of war in.foe 
Middle East Over and over, they 
have said that once these lands are 
returned, they would be willing to 
malcg peaqe. 

Yet Israel has finally: called foe 
Arabs’ bluff by caving in and 
offering a unilateral withdrawal 
from one of these lands - and 
even this has proven not to be 
enough. For many of these coun¬ 
tries, it seems, the issue was never 
really land: The real priority is the 
war against the Zionist enemy. 

Western diplomats, in contrast, 
have always taken Arab assertions 
about the land- fbr-peace equation 
at. face value. As a result, they 
were initially receptive to Israel's 
Lebanon proposal UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, for instance, 
welcomed the idea during his visit 
last week, and said he would be 
happy to help Israel work out the 
details of a withdrawal with 
Lebanon. 

The unequivocal negative 
response from Lebanon ami the 
Arab League, however, forces the 
West to make a' choice. One 
option is foe time-honored route 
of closing its eyes to Arab cyni¬ 
cism and pressuring Israel to drop 
even this most minimal of securi¬ 
ty demands. The other option is to 
finally take a good hard look at 
what the Arabs’ Iand-for-peace 
rhetoric really means. 

There will raver be a clearer 
statement than those made by the 
Arab world on Lebanon last week 
about where’ “land" and “peace" 
really sit on many Arab countries' 

X f is 3150111 time for 
the West to wake up to this fact. 


comments on current 


ALAN PEBSHOWfc 


T he Vatican’s well-mewing 
report on the silenceyoi tin 
Catholic Church during fee 


JA. Muiviw w. 

Holocaust misses the poin ts wa 
not only the silence of foectouefa 

- and especially of PopeJ- 6 ^ XU 

- which contributed to th eenor - 
mous death tolL It was the speec h 
of the church - its rabid ly gaise- 
mitic teachings over foe cc gftgics 

- which explains ■ why so flamy 
practicing Catholics throtgawt 

. Europe eagerly played row m 
slau ght ering Jewish babies^ old 
people, women and men. . #.• 

The report tries to fostanfij|fee 
Catholic Church from the^ial 
. theories that guided Nazism by 
distinguishing between facial 
“antisemitism,” of which ttpfeads. 
innocent, and religious *%ni - 
Judaism," of which it ack&wl- 

! edges guilt- . ? 

But this highly techmcaflEs- 
• traction ignores the reali ty that it 
i. was the anti-Jewish tea ch i n g s of 
■ the Catholic Church that made it 
; easier for Catholic Nazis to dehu¬ 
manize thefr Jewish victims. 

Cafoolics in Poland, in foe Bathes, 
in Hungary, in Czechoslo vakia, in 
France, in Austria and in Germany 
had been taught that Jews deserved 
to suffer for their killing and rejec¬ 
tion of Jesus. It is not surprising that 
in Catholic areas of Europe - with 
some important exceptions - coDab- 
. oration with the Nazis was high. 

What is surprising is that so 
many individual Cafoolicsrgected 
these teachings and came to foe 
rescue of Jews. It is these right¬ 
eous Catholics, and not foe cau¬ 
tious Pope Pius XU, who should 
be praised for their courage and 
their commitment to the true 
virtues of Catholicism. 

It is easy to acknowledge, in at 
abstract way, that the church did 
not do all it could. What is diffi¬ 
cult is to name names and to con¬ 
demn specific villains, while 
praising specific heroes. That 
would take courage. But this 
report lacked foe courage to con¬ 
demn even current priests and 


The Vatican report 
on the Shoah 
misses the point 


cardinals who continue to preach 
a theology of antisemitism. 


CONSIDER, for example, foe 
primate of Poland, Cardinal 
Joseph Glemp, who as recently as 
1989 delivered an antisemitic 
tirade to 150,000 Polish Catholics 
that would have made Hitler 
cheer. He accused “the Jews” of 
“spreading communism” and 
“plying (Polish) peasants with 
alcohol,” as well as creating anti¬ 
semitism. He has never been pub¬ 
licly condemned by the Vatican, 
and still serves in the College of 
Cardinals. 

More recently Father Henryk 
Jankowski, a prominent Polish 
priest, blamed World War II on 
“Jewish greed” and equated the 
Star ofDavid with foe Nazi swasti¬ 
ka and the Communist hammer 
and sickle. A prominent French 
priest, Abbe Piexre, endorsed, a 
book denying the Holocaust. 

All-of this was part of a long 
tradition which preceded and fol¬ 
lowed the Holocaust Each of 
Poland’s postwar primates has 
been ah acknowledged anti- 
semite. Cardinal Hlond blamed 
the Kielce massacre - in which 
Polish Cafoohcs murdered more 
than 40 Jews after foe Nazis sur¬ 
rendered - on “the Jews,” who, he 
said, were “greedy and immoral.” 

Cardinal wyszanski, before he 
was named primate, said it was 
still ■ “uncertain" whether it was 
part of the Jewish religion to mur¬ 
der Christian children for the ritu¬ 
al use of their blood. Despite this 
obscenity, he was promoted. And 
then, of course, there was foe noto¬ 
rious. Slovakian Monsignor Josef 
Tiso,. who actively collaborated 
' with Hater’s policy of genocide. 

These and other cases were not 
discussed in the report Current 
antisemitic priests have not been 
removed. Such courageous actions 
would have created much more 
controversy than a bland abstract 
: atjnowledgment of past inaction. 

To his credit, the pope himself 
has been much more forthright in 
his condemnation of foe church’s 
long histoiy of antisemitism. This 
gnsat pope has done more to con¬ 
demn anusemitism than nearly all 
Of foe pnor popes combined; but 
me Vatican bureaucracy has been 
far too cautious m implementing 
the pontiff’s teachings. The next 

i^totagra, justification for 

6 **?* 4 ™. the Vatican 
should praise by mm,. 
many Catholics 

faithful know that chtnrh KjTJlln 

will publicly judge fo^tyS 

^ofd^trs 


(United Harare Syndicate. Int) 
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Freij with Yitzhak Rabin, 1985. He called die prime minister’s assassination *a savage crime committed by a fanatic.* (David Rubm$eri 

Voice of moderation 


I n an unforgiving land, even in 
the worst of times, Elias Freij 
continued to insist that Jews 
and Arabs would, in the end, live 
in peace. 

The . former . mayor of 
Bethlehem, who died in Amman 
on Sunday at age SO, was virtually 
the sole voice of moderation ema¬ 
nating from the Palestinian camp 
for many years, including the 
years of intifada. 

“My views have been consis¬ 
tent,” he said in an interview sev¬ 
eral years ago. “Arabs and Jews 
are destined to live together in this 
country. We cannot continue to 
live as enemies and fight each 
other forever.” 

Freij was a short, unimposing 
man~whhz soft voice End natural' 
courtliness’that .semermight-have 
mistaken for deference. Hedid riot 
cut the figure of a hero either in 
his appearance or in his moderate 
statements. Arab militants, in fact, 
issued death threats against him on 
the grounds that be was a 
Palestinian Uncle Tom who con¬ 
sorted with die enemy. They 
smashed foe windshield of his car 
and painted “traitor” on foe out¬ 
side walls of his home. 

However, Arab historians may 
in time recognize him as otic of 
the outstanding Palestinian heroes 
of this period. 

Defying foe death threats was 
foe least of it. Freij’s heroism lay 
in having foe courage to rise above 
the fray, to see in his presumed 
oppressor not a demon, but a ratio¬ 
nal being with recognizable 
motives and to believe it possible, 
despite foe blows and humiliations 
of daily life, to engage him even¬ 
tually in reasoned discourse. 

He was an Arab patriot whose 
vision of peace never involved 
ceding land to Israel or accepting’ 
the idea of autonomy instead of 
statehood. 

EN 1982, after Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon, Freij attacked Yasser 
Arafat and the Arab world for 
waging fruitless wars and issuing 


Elias Freij saw his ‘oppressor* not 
as a demon but as a rational 
being with recognizable motives 
and believed peace was possible. 

Abraham Rabinovich 
remembers the former mayor of 
Bethlehem, who died this week 


hollow slogans. “Had foe Arabs 
challenged Israel for peace and not 
for war many years ago, foe out¬ 
come may have been more 
promising,” he said. - 

When'An war Sadat daredi'mal&e 
such a- challenge; he noted, th& 
Arab world mined • its back -on 
him. Freij applauded Arafat six 
years later when the FLO leader 
declared his readiness for peace 
with Israel. 

Always considered loyal to 
Jordan’s King Hussein, Freij nev¬ 
ertheless declared that the PLO 
was the legitimate representative 
of foe Palestinian people. He 
served as tourism minister in die 
Palestinian cabinet 

Although he - never mastered 
Hebrew, Freij closely followed foe 
Israeli political scene and admired 
some of its players, particularly 
Jerusalem Mayor Tfeddy Kollek. He 
was intrigued by Kollek’s idea of 
raising funds far his municipality 
abroad through the Jerusalem 
Foundation which he had estab¬ 
lished. Freij tried to emulate this 
with a Bethlehem Foundation, but it 
had only limited success in foe US. 

During a conversation with tills 
reporter several years ago, Freij 
remarked that he had had better 
success raising funds for his hand¬ 
some new city ball in one of foe 
Gulf states without the formalities. 
of a foundation. 

After initial phone contacts, he 
had flown to the Gulf and was pat 
up in an opulent hotel, where he 


was told ro wait. After several 
days in which he hardly strayed 
from the lobby, someone appeared 
with a satchelful of mcmey for the 
new building and- he boarded 1 the 
next plane home. 

, ‘Vft*«"KoUek defeated in 
foe'list' municipal' elections in 
1993, Freij was upseL 

“I believe the Israeli electorate 
was unfair to Tfeddy,” he said. “He 
has done more for Jerusalem than 
any other mayor in history.” ' 

Noting that the main reason for 
Kollek’s defeat was his age - then 
82 - Freij, who was himself 75, 
noted that China’s leaders were 
much older. “And they're tunning 
a country of 1.2 billion people." 
He said he didn’t “have die heart” 
to call Kollek after his defeat. 

Yesterday. Kollek praised Freij, 
whom he termed “a good friend." 

Speaking from the offices of the 
Jerusalem Foundation, where he is 
still active, Kollek said: 
“Whatever he did was for the ben¬ 
efit of his city, Bethlehem. We 
kept contact through all the diffi¬ 
cult times.” 

FREU WAS. bom in Bethlehem 
into a Greek Orthodox family 
which traced its ancestry in the 
city back some five centuries. He 
graduated from the Bishop Gjobat 
School on Jerusalem’s Mount 
Zion, where his teachers were 
British,- and entered' foe family 
business, eventually operating 
several souvenir shops in 


Bethlehem. 

He was serving as head of the 
city's chamber of commerce and 
was a member of foe city council 
when the then mayor of 
Bethlehem died in 1972. He was 
chosen by fellow council members 
as the successor, and won the race 
for mayor in 1976, the last year 
municipal elections were held in 
foe West Bank under Israeli rule. 

The feet that Freij and most of 
the council members were 
Christian was an anomaly in a city 
which had long since acquired a 
Moslem majority. However, it lent 
substance to the image of 
Bethlehem as a Christian city, 
which was important for Christian 
pilgrimage, a mainstay of the 
city’s economy. 

Freij vigorously opposed the 
idea of physical separation 
between Israel and a Palestinian 
entity, as proposed by many 
Israelis and Palestinians, in pan at 
least because of the havoc he saw 
this playing with tourism. 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem consti¬ 
tuted a single complex, he said; it 
would discourage tourism if peo¬ 
ple had to cross a border to get 
from one to the other. Instead, he 
advocated a Benelux-style confed¬ 
eration embracing Israel. Jordan 
and a Palestinian state. 

Beset by lD health, Freij stepped 
down as mayor last year. He died 
in hospital of kidney and heart 
failure after being admitted a week 
earlier for dialysis treatment He is 
survived by his wife, Victoria, and 
six children: George, Mike, Raja, 
Marina, Norma and Nada. 

THIS REPORTER would usually 
call on Freij during the Christmas 
season, as much for a boost of 
optimism and sanity as for a story. 

At our last meeting two years 
ago be seemed frail, but was as 
upbeat as ever. He had good rea¬ 
son to be. The Oslo Accords had 
been signed and the peace process 
was in progress. 

. “I envision full normalization, 
open borders, free movement of 



’Arabs and Jews are destined to live together in this country. We cannot continue to live as enemies 
and fight each other forever.* (David Rotten 



Not just mayors, but friends: ’We kept contact through all the difficult tunes,’ said Tfeddy Kollek 

(left). (Israel.Son; 


people, free trade and associa¬ 
tion,” be said. 

He talked about his youth. Ever 
since he was a boy, he said, he 
knew he would be mayor. The 
position had been held by mem¬ 
bers of his family over many years. 
He looked forward to die imminent 
transfer of the city to the 
Palestinian Authority, and said his 
first priority would be to add 2,000 


hotel rooms to the existing 400. 

He called the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin, “a savage crime 
committed by a fanatic.” Both rides 
had their extremists, he said, but the 
peace process would prevail. 

Israelis and Palestinians were 
not bom to be enemies, Freij said. 
“We complement each other. Of 
course foe rich brother, the big and 
strong brother, has to be more 


open-minded and flexible with his 
weaker brother." 

He had never believed, he said, 
that there would be a military 
solution to foe Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict “In the end," he said, “logic 
and common sense prevailed.” 

The Junerol is scheduled for 
3:30 p.m. today at the cemetery 
near the Church of the Nativity. ' 
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MISSIONARY 

Continued from Page 1 

“Recalling foe grim events pre¬ 
ceding Israel’s rebirth, we are sen¬ 
sitive to their memories, harts, and 
feelings , even as we pursue our 
religions callings,” foe statement 
says. 

In addition, the statement also 
specifically undertakes not tx> 
exploit economic or other distress 
in order to promote proselytism. 
Christian spokesmen have stead¬ 
fastly maintained that they always 


ARAFAT 

Continued from Page 1 

Michael Berenbauna, foe former 
project director of the US museum 
and now foe president of Steven 


CAR BOMB 

Continued from Page 1 

Palestinian West Bank 
Intelligence chief Brig.-Gen. 
TawfikTirawi said that only one 
man had died in foe explosion. 
He bad originally’ stated that 
another person had been severely 
injured. 

Security guards at the site said 
an intelligence official had died 
yesterday morning from injuries 
he sustained shortly after foe blast 


have opposed any attempts to take 
advantage of social or economic 
circumstances to persuade indi¬ 
viduals to change their frith. 

“Nor will we exploit for foe 
benefit of our denominational 
interests, such economic, social or 
psychological needs as may 
emerge,” foe statement indicates. 

“This is better than a law,” Zvilli 
told foe Associated Press. “This is 
a very big accomplishment” 

Gafhi said that he had spoken to 
Zvilli about it and showed him foe 
statement But Gafhi added that 
the statement did not solve any- 


Spielberg’s Survivors of the Shoah 
Visual History Foundation in Los 
Angeles, said Arafat’s visit can be 
a very positive step. "The more he 
understands Jewish anguish, the 
more he can understand how much 
he has to assure foe Jewish people 


They claimed he had climbed onto 
the roof of the building to get a 
better view of the rite when the 
roof collapsed. 

Shortly after foe blast, 
Palestinian officials attempted to 
describe foe incident as criminally 
motivated and said it had been 
caused by a gas canister explod¬ 
ing. They said they found the 
burned body of a man in foe car 
said a second person had been 
injured and died yesterday morn¬ 
ing in the hospital. 

As Palestinian security officials 


thing. “! don’t need an agreement, 
J need to solve foe problem." he 
said. He added that he is not sure 
that all the groups which engage 
in missionary activity are a party 
to foe agreement. 

Meanwhile, MK Raphael 
Pinhasi (Shasl is preparing a new 
anti-missionary bill that would 
impose a force-year prison sen¬ 
tence and a NIS 50.000 fine on 
“anyone who exhorts another to 
change his religion.” 

The agreement was reached 
through the mediation of Joseph 
Alpher, director of foe American 


regarding issues of security,” 
Berenbaurn said. “Equally impor¬ 
tant, in politics, gesture is sub¬ 
stance. And this gesture can acci¬ 
dentally turn out to be substantive.” 

Lehrman said foe lesson to be 
learned from Arafat's visit to the 


rifted through foe debris. 25-year- 
old Ihab Mubarak began piling 
what was left of his possessions 
onto a van. 

Last November. Mubarak had 
rented the flat above foe garage 
where the blast took place, and a 
week ago began moving in his 
possessions in preparation for foe 
arrival of his future bride. 

Mubarak said he was at his fam¬ 
ily’s home when neighbors told 
him there had been an explosion, 
apparently from a gas leak. He 
arrived to Find foe apartment 


Jewish Committee’s Israel office. 

Hillel • Kutxler odds from 
Washington: 

Larry Ehrlich, the US director of 
Bridges for Peace, said many 
Christian groups were dismayed 
by foe legislation, but said he 
thinks foe looming deal is good 
for both sides. 

Ehrlich said he understands why 
Israel is wary of allowing mission¬ 
ary activity and stated that most of 
the Christian groups that Bridges 
for Peace deals with in Israel 
“probably signed onto this state¬ 
ment." 


Anne Frank House is that “it's one 
specific story, but it’s a story that 
reflects foe tragedy of a girl who 
was so rudely uprooted, who 
could have lived and contributed 
to our society in a very meaning¬ 
ful manner.” 


building in ruins. 

He was taken by intelligence 
officials for questioning at foe 
local headquarters and released 
early yesterday morning. He told 
them that below his apartment was 
a carpenter's shop and a garage. 
Someone had rented foe garage 

about a month ago. but he had 
never seen anyone inside. 

Nothing was left of the garage or 
carpentry workshop except 
crooked concrete pillars and pro¬ 
truding metal rods that once 
joined the walls. 


ROSS 

Continued from Page 1 

"The thing that caused foe 
process to get stuck was foe 
Palestinians’ failure to fulfill their 
commitments." he said. 

As a result of "the many hours" 
of discussion with Ross and foe 
"creative” ideas he introduced, 
the chance of an arrangement 
being worked out became less 
dim than many people think,” he 
said. 

He doubted foal the positions 
outlined to Ross would cause "a 
revolt” in Netanyahu’s coalition 
government 

Margot Dudkevitch adds: 

Palestinians blamed Israel for 
preventing progress, because of its 
failure to comply with foe signed 
accords. They demanded that the 
US take a more assertive role and 
force Israel to implement foe 
accords. 

Palestinian officials declared, 
however, that Arafat may agree to 
take part in an international sum¬ 
mit in Washington that was. pro¬ 
posed by the US to discuss jinal- 
status negotiations. 

Arafat met with Mubarak yester¬ 
day and updated him on his talks 
with Ross, before embarking on a 
two-day visit to Holland. 

Following bis meeting with, 
Ross in Gaza on Sunday, Arafat j 
refused to divulge details, tiin said [ 
he appreciated foe American’s* 
efforts. 

Hillel Kuitler and Mohammed 
Najib contributed to this report. 
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Home Front 


T his is the story of how I 
strolled into the supermar¬ 
ket last week to pick up a 
few basic food items and stag¬ 
gered out loaded down with 
bags containing more *an NIS 
600 worth of products. 

How did it happen? I guess I 
fell victim to the clever commer¬ 
cial conspiracy I’ll call Holiday 
Hysteria - in this case, of 
course, the holiday 
is Pessah. 

When I chose to 
go to a major 
supermarket 
instead of the local 
erocer 1 had com¬ 
pletely forgotten 
that entering a 
major shopping 
zone within a 
month of any seri¬ 
ous holiday warps 
your perspective 
and throws you 
into a pointless 
panic. What you 
find is an orga¬ 
nized campaign which screams: 
■•Hurry up and buy - before it*s 
too late!" 

Naturally, the first thing 
confronted me as I ionoceudy 
entered the supermarket was a 
towering aisle approximately 
the size of the Great Wall of 
China stacked witb cleaning 
products. The effect was impres¬ 
sive. There might as well have 
been someone standing there 
with a megaphone shouting: 
“What are you waiting for. you 


allowed for preparing for a holi¬ 
day: It should be proportional to 
the actual length of the holiday 
itself. Just as the “Christmas 
season" began in mid- 
November in the Old Country 
our holiday headache time is 
beginning earlier and earlier As 
a result, it seems the holidays' 
are beginning to merge. v 


Allison Kaplan Somme 


FOR SOME reason, 
year seems-more 
holiday-ridden than 
most Not only was 
there a month-long 
run-up to, Purim, but 
the celebration jnst 
didn’t swm to end. 
The official festivi¬ 
ties ■' began on 
Tbesday. ran through 
die actual holidays on 
Thursday and Friday, 
.'and yet. on Saturday, 
there were still plenty 
of kids running 
. , around in their cos- 
. tumes. 

Some of us parents began to 
believe we were raising a bunch 
of Ninja Turtles, Dalmatians and 
Pooh Bears instead of human 
children. 

We had hardly packed away 
the Purim costumes before we 
were bombarded by messages 
from our friendly retailers that it 
was time for the annual cook 
and scrub-fest that we call 
Pessah, a holiday falsely billed 
as celebrating freedom from 
slavery. (Ask any mother trying 
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Mickey Berkowitz, Moti Aroesti, Aulcie Perry and Tal Brody 

down around in a sulphur pool at the Dead Sea, (Gktou twwa} 


I had forgotten: Entering a major 
shopping zone within a month of 
any serious holiday warps your 
perspective and throws you 
into pointless panic 


slob? Haven’t you started to 
scrub down your house yet?” 

In a Pavlovian reaction I start¬ 
ed grabbing detergents, soaps, 
powders, and cleansers off the 
shelves, as if purchasing the 
products would somehow magi¬ 
cally cleanse my conscience, if 
not my actual house. 

Then, muscles sore from lift¬ 
ing all those jumbo-sized con- 
.t^aerj-linoyed on to the next 
:thaC,,after, 
hud coine in to buy food." 

Heading toward the bakery, 1 
reached for one of the items I 
had come in to buy - fresh- 
baked bread to go with dinner. 

Bui ;hen my eye caught sight 
of piles of boxes of maizot, 
kosher-for-Pessah cakes, bis¬ 
cuits and mixes - a nice selec¬ 
tion. I started to worry that if I 
waited, I would be stuck earing 
coconut macaroons all week. 
And v.ha: did I want to bring 
ore to into the house for. any¬ 
way? It would just create more 
crumbs for me to clean up. 

So I forgot about the bread, 
forgot that there was more than 
two weeks until the holiday 
actually started, and started 
loading my cart with expensive 
Pessah products. 

i I think the Knesset should pass 
a law mandating the time 


to clean the crumbs out of her 
house with her kids underfoot - 
home for the Pessah vacation 
that begins so Inconveniently 
the week before the holiday - if 
she feels liberated!) 

And when we’ve just barely 
caught our breath from Pessah, it 
will be time for the special 
expanded two-day Independence 
Day marathon. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love to 
celebrate as much as the next 
person. But all this partying is 
becoming a bit much, particular¬ 
ly when one is trying to figure 
out bow to squeeze a little bit of 
actual everyday work in 
between the festivities. 

Maybe we should just let 
everyone off the hook - declare 
these endless months of holidays 
one big Springiest and forget 
about work altogether. The holi¬ 
days should end jnst in time for 
the schools’ summer vacation. 

This is a time when few par¬ 
ents of small children manage to 
do anything productive anyway, 
so we can hold off on going 
back to work. Then, we might as 
well hang on through the next 
round of holidays in September. 

Come October, we can restart 
the economy once more. We 
should be able to get a little bit 
of work done before Hanukka. 
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Sara Reynolds doing assembly work at Metro: She’s been fascinated by mechanical things since 
she was a toddler. (Bin O-Leary/Tbe WMhingroe Part) 


The top mechanics 
who are women 


By ALICE WEB) 


T hey’re an elite group - 
Metrorajl’s own versions of 
Rosie die Riveter, the World 
War n heroine of the formerly all¬ 
male workplace. 

Six female mechanics help 
maintain 1,400-pound rail car 
motors, six-ton wheel assemblies 
and a lot of other heavy equipment 
that keeps Metro on its tracks. 
Most of them chose die nontradi- 
tional field because they loved the 
work and saw it as a well-paying 
stepping-stone to opportunity. 

“I’d see my sisters coming home 
from their secretarial jobs, looking 
very nice but complaining about 
their jobs and their pay," said 
Sandra Barton, 37. She grew up in 
Prince George’s County, 
Maryland, learned her trade work¬ 
ing on C-5 cargo planes in the Air 
Force and has been working for 
Metro for 14 years. 

Barton and other top-ranked 
mechanics at Metro make $45,000 
a year in base pay, with opportuni¬ 
ties for more income for overtime ■ 
and shift work, according to Metro 
officials. ‘ ' 

As the agency tries to beef up its 
supervisory ranks with women - 
who number 1,446 in a work force 
of 8,173 - these mechanics have a 
chance to compete for six open 
manager’s positions in the rail 
maintenance division. Five of 
them are among the 10 applicants 
so far, said Lemuel M. Proctor, 
Metro’s chief of rail car mainte¬ 
nance and the women’s boss. 

Proctor said he has encouraged 
die women, all of whom he said 
are highly drilled mechanics, to go 
for the better jobs because they 
can improve things for all female 
Metro workers. “I’ve said, ‘Let’s 
step up and make things different 
in the workplace,’" Proctor said. 

On a recent morning, mechanic 
Sarah Reynolds, 45, was bending 
over a wheel assembly that sat on 
the floor, detached from its moor¬ 
ings under a nearby raO car, one of 
about 20 being overhauled in the 
cavernous, five-acre Brentwood 
Rail Yard in the District of 
Columbia, where all but one of the 
six women work. 

Deftly wielding pneumatic 
tools, she quickly unscrewed the 
primary power cables, leaving 
them to dangle over the heavy 
metal assembly like large strands 
of spaghetti before she got into the 


guts of the motor. 

Reynolds, of Temple Hills, McL, 
says she has been fascinated with 
mechanical things since she was a 
toddler, sitting on her auto 
mechanic lather’s toolbox “and 
enjoying myself." But, like most 
girls 20 years ago, Reynolds was 
steered to typing. She took secre¬ 
tarial courses and went on to do 
clerical work. 

“When the typewriter repairman 
came around, 1 was always more 
interested in bow he was fixing 
my typewriter than in what I was 
typing," she said. For several 
years she worked at Washington 
government jobs, then decided to 
follow in her father’s footsteps 
and leant to be a mechanic. 


for a supervisor job. 


"When the 


typewriter 
repairman came 

around, i was 

....•.. .. 

always more 
interested in 
how he was 
fixing my 
typewriter than 
in what I 
was typing . 19 


Wider Opportunities for 
Women, a Washington organiza¬ 
tion that trains women and helps 
them find well-paying jobs, often 
in non traditional fields, gave her 
the rudiments of mechanical train¬ 
ing. She learned the rest on the 
job, first in beating and air condi¬ 
tioning with Sears, Roebuck and 
then with Metro, where she has 
worked for 12 years. 

Another graduate of Wider 
Opportunities for Women, now a 
top-level mechanic, is Sherri 
Sims. 37. who has been working 
for Metro for 12 years. 

She started cleaning cars, 
worked her way into the mechan¬ 
ics program and, on the side, got 
her bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Maryland in psy¬ 
chology and philosophy. At 
Proctor's urging she has applied 


Can I help keep my friend afloat? 


D ear Ruthie. 

Should I butt out of my best friend's life? 

We became friends when we were both single 
and have stuck together through thick and thin. We 
were on the same positive track at first: We were 
young, had good jobs, and harbored high 
hopes of happiness in marriage. Then she 
got married and changed drastically. 

As a single, she managed her money 
well and made sensible decisions. Now 
married to a man who won't turn the 
checkbook over to her, she is in dire 
financial straits. 

My friend and her husband fight bitter¬ 
ly, even in public, but he won’t agree to 
marriage counseling. More disturbing: 

She has developed such a severe anxiety 
disorder that she has to take tranquilizers 
every day. Whenever she and her husband 
go anywhere socially, she passes out on 
the couch from being so drugged. Even 
worse, the faith she used to have in God 
has been crushed. 

I’ve tried to talk to her. but her mental state is so 
dysfunctional that she is suspicious, jealous , and 
irrational. Yet I am the one she runs to for comfort 
and understanding. 

I realty love her. and hate seeing her a shadow of 
her former self. Compounding it all is that, in sharp 
contrast to her life, mine is happy and secure. My 
husband is unselfish and easy to talk to. 

/ realize my friend is causing some of her own dis¬ 
tress. but ( can’t reconcile myself to the fact that her 
life has turned out so differently from mine. / believe 
' in the principle af reaping what you saw - but l did¬ 
n't think we were sowing such different seeds. 

What can J do? Pm willing to try to detach myself 
from her situation, but / feel responsible for her. 

Concerned Friend 
Somewhere in the USA 


Dear Ruthie 


Ruthie Blum 


Dear Concerned Friend, 

The question of whether you should “bun out" is 
irrelevant. Your friend will not respond to external 
interference until she makes an internal decision to 
pull herself up from the depths you describe. Your 
feeling responsible for her, then, is not 
only pointless but detrimental. 

One encouraging sign of her desire to 
change internally is the fact dux she con¬ 
tinues to seek advice and comfort from 
you. This indicates that although she has¬ 
n't yet mustered the strength to swim to 
shore, she has not let go of the life-raft. 
The best course for you is to continue to 
allow her to grab hold of you any time 
she uses her own strength to come up for 
air. Equally important: Don’t be put off 
by any disagreeable response to your 
assistance, which can include your 
expressing the feeling that she is endan¬ 
gering herself. 

Where the dings are concerned: If she is 
in a cycle of emotional dysfunction and tranquilizer 
ingestion, she is in need of professional help, which 
you are not equipped to provide. In this land of poten¬ 
tially dangerous situation, pressure from friends and 
family - both on her and on her husband - does not 
constitute meddling, but duty. 

Your only mistake has been to assume that you and 
she were on the same “positive track" to begin with. 
For, while you may have been “sowing seeds" for a 
bright future, she was reaping a harvest which had 
been planted long before - one which led to her 
embarking upon a marriage which would divest her 
of all independence of thought and deed. 


Letters should be addressed to “Dear Ruthie,” 
FOB 81, Jerusalem 91000. For E-mail: 
ruthk@jpost.co.il (“Dear Ruthie” also appears in 
In Jerusalem and City Lights on Fridays.) 


Double take 


SIMS, of Washington, and the 
other women at Brentwood are 
frank about the problems they 
faced, and still face, in an area 
where men are the vast majority of 
workers. At Brentwood there are 
150 male mechanics. 

It was “the typical thing, when 
you get to a new job," Barton said. 
“They’d make us do dirty jobs, 
like change the brake pads - stuff 
no one wanted to do. You get tried 
a lot You have to prove yourself 
over and over again." Sexual 
harassment has not gone away, 
according to Sims, but she and 
other women know how to handle 
it better. 

“Sexual harassment used to hap¬ 
pen all the time. It was ongoing," 
Sims said. “It still exists - but I 
know how to deal with it I let 
them know if it’s too blatant I 
have to say, ‘Hus is not accept¬ 
able.' 

“Also, in the past I had to suffer 
retribution when I complained. 
Now I don’t "They know that’s 
against^ntilp^ 

Mos t of the fema le mechanics 
talk about harassment as a rude 
interruption of weak they love. 

“The best part is troubleshooting 
problems," said Barton, of Oxon 
Hill, M<L, describing her favorite 
part of the work. “You trou¬ 
bleshoot and you take it all the 
way through, and you fix it That’s 
the best" 

They all like the variety. “One 
day I may be working on motors 
and the next day installing carpet” 
Reynolds said. 

All would like to see more 
women among their colleagues. 

Reynolds heads a group of 
Washington area female mechan¬ 
ics called Women's Work Inc., 
formed a decade ago as a support 
network for women doing non tra¬ 
ditional jobs. Today, the group 
includes mechanics from Bell 
Atlantic and cable TV companies 
as well as Metro. They speak at 
high schools and at community 
groups recruiting girls for non tra¬ 
ditional work. 

“I tell them there are advantages, 
like the money. It’s much better 
than traditional jobs. And some 
mechanical work you can do at 
home," Reynolds said. 

“But tire roost important tiling is 
doing something you really want 
to do.” (The Washington Post) 


£ he’s my friend," said an 
Vexdted ReSko Uchiyama, 
k-r organizer of Japanese arts 
and cultural events in Israel, as she 
watched Sokumari (Sugi) Sakow, 
wife of Constant Sakow, press 
attache at the French embassy, strut 
her stuff at the Ed Kav fashion 
show at thelbl Aviv Hilton. 

Designer Eti Kuberowski, who 
presented her new summer collec¬ 
tion at the W1ZO Herzliya Pituah- 
sponsored event cm behalf of disad¬ 
vantaged youth and families, 
thought the show would be more 
interesting if fee professional mod¬ 
els were joined by some of her reg¬ 
ular clients and members of fee 
International Women’s Organiza¬ 
tion. An old hand at modeling for 
charity affairs, Maatchen Land, 
wife of tire South African ambas¬ 
sador; was totally unrecognizable in 
a burgundy-hued pageboy wig. She 
described her turquoise-colored 
nails as “divine decadence.” 

Some of the other 
aonprofessional 
models included 

Simn Shpmman, 

Hani Shrager, 

Yifat Feldman, 

Miki Kanior and 
Tzipi Caspi. In the 
audience were Yuri 
Kawashima, wife 
of the Japanese 
-ambassador, and-. 

Snsana de Stjgtidw 
vfife of tire Peruvian 
ambassador. 

The show was the 
first professional 
engagement for 
new Miss Israel 
Iinor Abergfl since 
her crowning earlier 
in the week. It was 
amazing to see fee 
astounding resem¬ 
blance between her 
and TV personality 
and model Ruth 
Gonzales. The two, 
who were often on 
the runway.at the 
same time, could 
pass for sisters. 


Rnthw have three children, and as 
recently as a year ago Meroz was 
telling reporters that he could not 
imagine ever leaving her. 


THE reception at the home of 
Greek ambassador Sotfris 
Varouxakis was in honor of 
Greek National Day, but feat did¬ 
n’t .stop Honorary Hungarian 
Consul Yossi Weiss from doing 
business on behalf of Hungary. 
Weiss had some propositions for 
business tycoon Yuli Ofer, wire 
already has major investments in 
Hungary. Also making a serious 
appearance at the reception was 
comedian Eli 'Shtzpan. But the 
guest who smiled the most was 
Nagwa Bassiouny, wife of the 
Egyptian ambassador, who 
received lots of compliments on 
her new hairstyle. 


ALTHOUGH die footed fee bffl for 
the meal for tire Herzog Hospital's 



INTERNATION¬ 
AL chess champion 
Gary Kasparov . 

was in Israel last Gonzales and Abergil: Peas m a pod? 


week to organize 
details for his salute-to-Israel 
match in May against fee Israeli 
Olympic chess team, whose mem¬ 
bers will hopefully not be pawns 
to his knight 

Another celebrity visitor is noted 
Uruguayan baritone Carlos 
Carzogtfo, who is being hosted at 
fee B’nai B’rith World Center in 
Jerusalem. The winner of the 
Fratemidad Award, conferred annu¬ 
ally by B’nai B'xith Uruguay on 
outstanding artists, Carzoglio gave 
a concert in Tel Aviv last Sunday 
and will sing in Jerusalem on April 
2. Carzoglio will also perform at the 
Hebrew University tomorrow in 
honor of Uruguayan President 
Joan Maria Sangninetli, who will 
receive an honorary docusate. 


USUALLY in the news on account 


gala dimer at the Laromme Hotel, 
philanthropist and long-standing 
hospital supporter LBy Silver was 
among the last to be served. 

Waiters never had enough plates 
on their trays to serve fee whole 
table, and often forgot to come 
back and make up for earlier omis¬ 
sions. Silver, who is a lady in every 
sense of the word, waited her turn 
without a fuss. Fortunately, Health 
Minister Yeboshua Matza and 
Canadian . Ambassador David 
Berger re-cerved somewhat better 
treatment.. 

Dinner chairperson Miriam 
Medina, commenting on the fact 
that Herzog Hospital is celebrating 
its 103rd anniversary, observed 
that there are not too many institu¬ 
tions in the country that are more 
than double the age of the stale. 







Kasparov: Making plan* 

(Ihn Osseodiyva/bnd Sno) 


Yehimovich: Making news 


of her controversial radio and TV 
programs. Shelly Yehimovich has 
beta making news of her own. 
Yehimovich has split up with 
Noam Ziv, fee father of her two 
children, and has become romanti¬ 
cally involved wift-TV host, musi- 
aan and filmmaker Guy Meroz. 
Yehimovich, who eschewed a reli¬ 
gious marriage ceremony when 
she and Ziv set up house cm a per¬ 
manent basis nine years ago, had a 

civil, contractual arrangement wife 
bun. Meroz has walked out on a 
14-year marriage. He and his wife 


(Hash 90) 


FORMER Maccabi Tel Aviv 
teammates Mickey BertwwSl 
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CBS data show mixed economic pictns 

The January and February main economic indicators, published 
yestenfijy by the Central Bureau of Statistics, suggest a degree of 
jei^^Sactxyiiy ill retail sales, which increased. 8- percent, and*-* 

• However, most other indicators did not show a rise, while there " 
was a considerable decline in impests of investment goods (down 
21% in February, after similar declines in December and January). 

. .. David Harris 

GivoNMan^ Lapidot to drill for oil 

V'T ; ' 

Givot Olam Oil Exploration and Lapidot Oil Exploration will 
begin-joint drilling activity near Kfer Sava in Deceinber, according 
to Givot Olam director ShmueT Becker. The Meged 3 site, on land 
owned by Moshav Elishama, could produce up to 44- million bar¬ 
rels, Terras oil consultant Forrest Garb said. The report also 
describes the project as high risk but with very high potentiaL 

David Harris 


Israsl Airports Authority 

The Israel Airports Authority hereby announces that 
~ Tenders No. 4010044 and C4030048 

which were published In The Jerusalem Post 
on March 30.1998 are canceled* 

Publication of the Tenders: 

Tender for A irslde Terminal Budding, 

Tender No. C4010044 

and Tender for LandsideTerminal Electrical Contract, 
Tender No. C4030048 


which appear in today's paper are the vafid announcements. 


Israel Airports Authority 


Hapoalim’s ’97 net up 20% to $296m. 


By PAH GEMTEMFELD 

Bank Hapoalim yesterday 
reported a 20.6 percent increase in 
net profits for 1997. Its net profits 
rose u> $296 million, the highest 
profit an Israeli company ever has 
presented. 

The country’s largest financial 
institution said that the increase is 
attributed to 8 rise in financing 
profit, a decrease in provisions for 
doubtful debts, and an increase in 
operating income. 


Offsetting the growth was a one¬ 
time provision for a voluntary 
retirement program for employees 
and an increase in the tax provi¬ 
sions for profits or losses from 
extraordinary transactions. 

This is the first time Hapoalim 
has presented its results since the 
Arison Group purchased a control¬ 
ling interest in the bank, which the 
Ffistadrut had owned, in October. 

Amirarn Stvan, chairman of the 
board of directors, said the reorga¬ 
nization plan and an advanced 


technological infrastructure help¬ 
ed to offset the impact of the eco¬ 
nomic downturn. He added that 
the economic slowdown is expect¬ 
ed to continue this year. 

The bank said that profit from 
financing activities before provi¬ 
sions for doubtful debts rose 1 .6% 
to $1.05b. as a result of an 
increase in activity and despite the 
decrease in the interest spreads. 

Provisions for doubtful debts 
fell 36.1 % to $204.5m. from 
$319.9m. in 1 996, while operating 


and otiler income for the year 
climbed 4.7% to $723.7m. Net 
return on equity rose to 12.5% 
from last year's 11 %. 

The operational coverage ratio, 
which measures operating income 
as a percentage of operating 
expenses, was 68.5%. the highest 
among the five largest banks. 

Subsidiary and affiliated compa¬ 
nies contributed $139m. to the 
bank’s net profit, as compared to 
SlOOm. a year ago. 

Shareholder's equity increased 







BMW to lake over Rolls Royce 

A British Bentley car of the Rolls Royce group is seen in front of the German automaker BMW in Munich, yesterday. BMW 
has won the bid to take over Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, beating rival Volkswagen and a group of Rolls enthusiasts making a long- 
shot attempt to keep the company British, it was announced yesterday. <aP) 


Bezeq moves 
into the red 

•£ :sr*} '-c::.. . - 

By PAH QgjgTgggfr 

Bezeq Israel Telecom yesterday 
reported a net loss of NTS 223 mil¬ 
lion for 1997, compared with net 
profit of NIS 712m. a year earlier. 
The phone company said that the 
decline was an outcome of a pro¬ 
vision of NIS 1.05 billion for the 
early retirement of workers. 

Revenues decreased 1.6 percent 
last year to NIS 8.73b., from NIS 
8.87b. a year earlier. Bezeq said 
dial a decline in revenues from 
international and local services 
and a decrease in sales of equip¬ 
ment to consumers were offset by 
a rise in income from its cellular 
activity through Pelephone. 

Operating profit declined 1.5% 
to NIS 1.48b, from NIS 1 Jib. a 
year earlier. Finance expenses 
surged 47.7% to NIS 572.8m. 
Bezeq said that this resulted from 
changes in die exchange rate of 
the dollar against the consumer 
price index. 

The company said that the 
Bezeq network. includes 2.656 
mfilion phone lines, which is 
equal to 45 lines for every 100 cit¬ 
izens. 

The number of Bezeq workers 
fell by 12% to 3.6 workers per 
1,000 lines. 


Tower wants new plant ready by 2000 


MNAGUERT 


Tower Semiconductor plans to 
begin building a $1J billion man¬ 
ufacturing plant this year, to be 
ready to meet the expected 
upswing in demand in the year 
2000, Co-CEO Yoav Nissan- 
Coben said yesterday. 

The anticipated drop in orders in 
die first half of the year is part of 
the cyclical demand for semicon¬ 
ductors, he said, adding that this 
has no bearing on the company's 
plan to construct another facility. 
The company anticipates a boost 


in orders for its new products in 
the second half of the year.. 

The company is Holdings discus¬ 
sions with potential partners, to 
build the plant in Europe or in 
Israel, he said. 

“We are extremely interested in 
establishing the factory in Israel 
and believe it is important that it 
be located here,” he said. The 
company prefers to build the sec¬ 
ond plant adjacent to its Migdal 
Ha’emek facility. 

However, be said the company 
is having difficulty getting 
approval from the government and 


difficulties with potential partners. 

“At least some of; the potential 
partners with which , we have had 
discussions have problems with 
the political situation in Israel,” he 
noted. 

The company submitted an 
application to the Industry and 
Trade Ministry's Investment 
Center a few months ago, Nissan- 
Cohen said. 

“Die Treasury has said that if 
the project can be found good for 
the economy, there will be funds," 
he said. The plant could be eligible 
for a grant of some $240 million. 


Azrieli Center opens tomorrow 


By MHAGHJERT 

Azrieli Center, the shopping 
mall in Tel Aviv’s Shalom Project, 
die country’s largest commercial 
complex, officially opens to the 
public tomorrow with some 70 
percent of stores operating. 

Developer David Azrieli, who 
will inaugurate die center tonight, 
said the complex is the ”jewel in 
the crown” of shopping centers he 
has built in the country. 

Menahem Einan, president of 
the Canit development corpora¬ 
tion, said the total investment in 


the project will reach $420 mil¬ 
lion. Some $80 million was 
invested in the shopping center 
and another $50 million in the 
parking lot, the largest in the 
Middle East, he said. 

The project is comprised of three 
office towers. The circular tower is 
to be ready in September and the 
triangular tower in October. Work 
on the square tower is expected to 
resume in about two months, after 
Cani t reaches an agreement with 
City Hall on changing the build¬ 
ing’s designation to a hotel. 

Die company said the shopping 


center is fully rented, with more 
than 150 stores, and more than 
50% of the space in the office tow¬ 
ers is leased. 

The shopping center has 30,000 
sq.m, of commercial space oo two 
levels and 3,500 parking spots on 
five levels. A covered bridge con¬ 
nects the Shalom train station to 
the center. Stores include Galeries 
Lafayette, to be situated in a 2,700 
sq.m, space, and the Spanish chain 
Mango, which has rented 1,000 
sq.m. Other stores include Polo 
Ralph Lauren, Sock Shop, Nine 
West, and TCBY YqgurL 



Israel Airports Authority 


Public Tender No. C4030048 


Ben Qurion 2000 Project 



Ban Qorion 2000 Prefect 



Landside Terminal Electrical Contract 

*¥*jdwperfannbM and manatfns th® voltaQa efecxrfcal datr^ufan system, connections to afectrteaf and mechanical 
panel o an dbufcBnqlghttTg. 

PraHmfcttfy Mandatory ftoquhrwitentKTIili Bat aummartzm ttw PrwConMtiom lor ai Offeror's Proposal to 

fecata&mtmbor stated below. _—' " _ ' ' 

[r mfakmin rnmual revenue In each of the last (3) yearn was not less than the «*rtaler« ofIW bIvb MBUon 1 


i raqiiwt, submitted on company fettertisscl, to th* PIIF 


I 


a||fbrecorcis mSindtcateifor each of the fast years, fits cost paid drectfy fcr tabor for at least 100 persons 

MbrshaS meet the re^straflon rac pAanonto ^ a ^ ^Bd ki tha ExfrfcftA. r ■ . 

arorahall moot tint St"** of toad Contractors stated in me RFP, Exnfca A 



Public Tender No. C4010044 
Alrslde Terminal Building Contract 

The Israel Afrnorts Authority (IAA1 hereby requests Proposals from guaSfled Offerors meeting the betow Iteted 

AbSSTbrmtoBufldingfor th e Ben G ur^2000>rotectTha Workof 
this Contract generaBy incudes performing and managing aB structural, architectural, plumbing and fire protection 
systems and components. 

Preliminary Mandatory Requirements; This list summarizes the Pre-Con«tions for an Offeror* Proposal 
to be Considered by thelSS. Only the complete imiguags of^Pr^Coi^Wofraasstetod In ttw RFP Is 
binding. This teed may be obtained tty written request, submitted on company letterhead, to the PMF 
Tiriimm manner era te a ow ow. _ ^____________________ 

1. Offerer* mirinun annual revenue in each of the last (3) yeas was not leas than the eqiivalert of aWy-five Mfflon 

2. OteraSrac^mSMicatB lor each of the last (3) years, the coat paid directly for labor for atlsast 600 persons 
3a. Ofi^SS^rMtlessthana 

3b. Offeror completed not less than (1) norwaddontM project of70,000 sq.m. aid (2) norHBSktenttal projects of not loss 
then 35,000 sqjn. each wlhfei the lest (5) years. _ _ __ . 

4. Offeror ahal meet the staffing and pwsonrwl expectance requirements spectfiedjn Exhttw A 

5. Offeror shae meet the ragtetraflon regiiremerta for ategal antiy statB d ki the HFP . ExhfcftA . 

6. Offeror 8hal meet the State of taraal OontracterejetfteBdonreq^rernerts^teBdh tiie RR^BoiMA. 

7. Ofl^sheflmeettheVi ffmdte^ ^Aig CTBm^ aT ^ jeq^ yr^^^inttie^Bdfeft A^^ viator a 

a SSSp? SSfromSS ProposalSubmteaon Date, kitheform ep*£tad Infosi 

9. JoirX vertwee are slowed to perBdpate In the Tbnderin accor d ance wltti the concSIons stated to tnaRFP, Part b, 

Section 2 and Bd** A . . _ , 

Id Offeror, K a foreign entity ahafl addttonafy provide a Commercial Cooperation Undortekfog Agrescnarrt-_ 


J '^rtrtS>3iM l SiflS\£SrPreM^^a>2ilecttotheOflBror*sa4isfylnotflth8 Pr^rtneryReqiAemertsaBCtefafled In the j 

Mandatory tfender ReguMaw (1993}, Clause S{a}, (t>. <2> and ($. . 

PmpeeM Dectnents:^Tbnder Docurwte mm be pudnsad uiffl the Propasal Submission Date tor the norwefundatoe amourt 
of fmetean Thousand and Rw Hundred, (19^00) NIS, indudng VKT. . . . 

Tbnder Documents waawlaUe Tom the Prt^aMan^«nBntRrm(PMnft^t Office. 

may pnwlew ihelbnder 

Doeuninte prior to thekpurtrtse. ... , ... , r i,nhm 

Ben Gunro hfBrnfl&nBlAirport, tereeL 



12J5% over the end of 1996 to 
$2.7b., while total consolidated 
assets reached $45 Jb. 

Credit to the public stood at 
$26.7b. an increase of 7.3%, while 
deposits from the public rose 4.2% 
to $33 Jb. 

Sivan said recent developments 
m the Far East can be expected to 
have a negative effect on trade 
with the region. He added that the 
bank is taking measures to meet 
the increased risk incurred by 
Israeli firms trading in that area. 

Revamped 
housing index 
to be launched 
in January ’99 

By DAVID HARRIS 


The Central Bureau of Statistics 
yesterday announced details of the 
long-awaited reform of die hous¬ 
ing index, which is a major com¬ 
ponent of the monthly consumer 
price index (CPI). 

In at least 80 percent of cases, 
the bureau will calculate the index 
based on the cost of rental proper¬ 
ty rather than the present use of 
bouse sales. 

Only in small towns and villages 
will the existing system be main¬ 
tained. The new method will come 
into effect in January. 

Die rental-based index, which is 
the common method used across 
Western Europe and North 
America, has two main advan¬ 
tages according to the bureau: 

• It allows for the instant mea¬ 
sure of price fluctuations in the 
housing market. 

■ It is seen as a more transparent 
and easier to understand than the 
current method. 

The 1999 version of the index 
will be based on comparing rental 
prices of properties of a similar 
nature, the criteria being location, 
number of rooms, size, and age of 
die property. 

One of die major reasons for the 
change was a feeling that the CPI 
is meant to reflect the cost of using 
a property rather than the initial 
purchase outlay. 

Furthermore, it was argued there 
has' hot been a sufficiently large 
market for rental properties. Even 
today, despite a considerable 
increase in recent years, there is 
still concern within the committee 
that formulated the proposals dial 
the market may be too small. 

The bureau promised it would 
closely monitor the situation and 
the accuracy of the new figures, 
and from time to time will publish 
other housing statistics. 

The committee had been weigh¬ 
ing the possible changes to the 
housing index over the last two 
years and its recommendations 
were approved by both the 
bureau’s public advisory commit¬ 
tee and the government statistician 
Joseph Yahav. 

The bureau said it is unclear 
whether the changes will lead to a 
higher or lower housing index. 

The move away from die old 
system was welcomed yesterday 
by economist Dan Galai, a direc¬ 
tor of the consulting firm Sigma 
PCM. 

Criticism of the bousing compo¬ 
nent of the CPI rose last year as 
the indicator showed that housing 
prices were continuing to rise 
despite the reality of falling 
prices. 

Additionally, the housing 
index is seen as as one of the 
major factors that cause high 
volatility in the CPI. Last year, 
for example, the CPI jumped 
from -0.1 % in September to 1 J.% 
in October. 

“It was ridiculous to retain the 
method that was full of such dis¬ 
tortions of the real picture,” said 
Galai, who fell short of saying the 
new system will be 100% accu¬ 
rate. 

Galai explained that the likely 
outcome is that the CPI will show 
less variation from month-to- 
month. 

Hebrew University Prof. Eytan 
Sheshinski expressed some con¬ 
cern that the rental market is still 
comparatively small, but said the 
general trend is very welcome. 

Other changes will also come 
into effect in various sections of 
the overall CPI as part of a process 
of reforms that takes place once 
every few years. 
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ThE CONfERENCE CIRCUIT 

'.Bv'Grlck / w Cas^vwv 


'I'l Computer engineers 

JJ.*,Jfrom Germany and 
the US will be among the pre¬ 
senters of papers at uie 
International Convention or 
the Technical Committee of 
Engineering of Computer- 
based Systems. The convention 
at Ma’ale Hahamisha concludes 
on April 1 and will be followed 
by workshops on April 2 and 

'5'| 'I The three-day 
^X.aJlntemet World ’98 
fair will open at the Tel Aviv 
Fairgrounds with 100 leading 
companies in attendance. Visitors 
will be able to listen to scores of 
lectures on subjects such as adver¬ 
tising and marketing through the 
Internet, and using the Internet to 
recruit capital and human 
resources. Those participating will 
also be introduced to leading 
Israeli Web sites and new devel¬ 
opments in Internet surfing. 

1 A Mathematicians are head- 
ti^Ting north for the 7th 
National Conference of 
Professional Mathematicians, 
which will be held at the Haifa 
International Convention Center. 
Some 400 people, including sev¬ 
eral guests from abroad, are 
expected to participate. One of 
the subjects tabled for discussion 
js aspiring to higher standards 
in mathematics education. 
Participants will hear about what 
is happening in this sphere in 
Israel and the US. They will also 
discuss the impact of the comput¬ 
er on mathematical studies. 

2 A The Binah Center for 
•“♦Jewish Identity and 
Israeli Culture, in conjunction 
with the Education Ministry,, is 
hosting an all-day symposium 
on The Right to Respect and 
tire Obligation to Respect at 
the Binah Seminar in Efal. 
Speakers will include MK Prof. 
Airmen Rubinstein; former 
immigrant absorption minister 
Yair Tsaban; and Rabbi Yoel 
Ben-Nun. 

2 A Prof. Ferenc Gazdag, 
•“♦director of the Institute 
for Strategic and Defense 
Studies, Budapest, will speak on 
Nato and Hungarian Security 
in the Beck Auditorium at Bar- 
Han University. Gazdag is in 
Israel as the guest of the.Besa. 

Center* :-*V. S-s 

ate.;- s 

2 A An Israel Export 
•^♦institute seminar on 
Managing Start-Up Companies 
will be held at the Tuxedo Hall, 
Textile House, 2 Kaufman Street, 
Tbl Aviv. Participants will be 
taken through die steps of start¬ 
ing a company, getting involved 
in multinational business activi¬ 
ties; giving proper incentives to 
workers via shares, options and 
taxation perks; bringing in 
investors; and getting listed on 
the stock exchange. 

/t % A C ommunications in an 
Ate"TEra of Social Polariza¬ 
tion is the subject of a study day 
to be held at Bar-Ban University’s 
Muntz Auditorium. Press Council 
President and former justice min¬ 
ister Haim Zadok will deliver die 
opening address an "Legal and 


ethical restrictions on freedom of 
the press.” after which there will 
be a panel discussion led by 
authors Haim Be’er and Gadi 
Taub, MK Nissim Zvillj and jour¬ 
nalist Shmuel Shnitzer. 

c A Judaism, Jewish 
^■“♦identity and Jewish 
Religious Education is the 
theme of an international two- 
day conference at Bar-Dan 
University's Beck Auditorium. 
Participants will discuss issues 
such as how Jewish teenagers 
from abroad are affected in terms 
of their Jewish identity by group 
trips to Israel; the religiosity of 
Ethiopian Jewish graduates of the 
Israeli religious education sys¬ 
tem; teaching Judaica to adults; 
the risk of slavery in freedom 
with regard to observant Jews 
opposing modernity, and the foil 
of ethnic Judaism in the US. 

5 /f • There’s bound to be a 
•“lot of excitement at Tel 
Aviv University's three-day 
international colloquium on 
Cinema, Politics and Identity 
in Latin America. Access is 
via gate 4 at the main entrance 
to the campus. 

5 A A national two-day 
•“conference marking the 
25th Anniversary of Com¬ 
munity Theater in Israel will 
open at the Givatayim Theater 
cm the Shalom/Gvura intersec¬ 
tion, Givatayim. Yossi Alfi, 
whose name more than anyone 
else's is associated with Israeli 
community theater, wOl chair 
die event. Participants win pon¬ 
der on issues such as where 
community theater is going; 
community theater as an integral 
part of die education system; 
crime and theater and commu¬ 
nity theater as a socio/political 
tool. 


Fork will be discussed 
at an all-day seminar at the 
Moriah Radisson Hotel, Tel Aviv. 

7 A The first in a special 
•^Tftlm and rescue series on 
Righteous Gentiles and the 
Rescue of European Jewry will 
take place at the Jerusalem 
Cinematheque. Kate Nissenson, 
who was rescued in Sweden, 
will be the guest speaker. The 
audience wilt .also view a docu¬ 
mentary film Rescue in 
Scandinavia, narrated by Liv 
Ullman and containing remark¬ 
able footage of people who 
saved Jews in Norway, Denmark 
and Sweden. 

A T he Carlton Hotel, 
AdAtn HrTel Aviv, is the 
venue for a seminar on 
Managing Information for 
Superior Performance. All 
participants will receive as a 
gift die book The Squandered 
Computer. The two-day seminar 
will deal in depth with subjects 
such as "Information productiv¬ 
ity assessment"; "Knowledge 
capital assessment”; “Economic 
assessment of networked com¬ 
puting"; “Y2000 Software 
Testing”; “Business case devel¬ 
opment”; and “The politics of 
information management" 


The diamond business gets rocked 

Once proudly self-described as Israel’s leading exporter, the b^jaguered diamond 
industry is struggling to cope with the Asian currency crisis. Snosnanna ootomon > j 


A t 5:30 p.m. the corridors of 
the Israel Diamond 
Exchange, which were 
once teeming with buyers, sellers 
and middlemen, are eerily quiet, as 
are the security gates where visi¬ 
tors waiting to retrieve their IDs 
used to form long queues. 

“Once, during peak times, you 
could wait a very long time for the 
lifts, which would stop at every 
floor to pick people up. Now, you 
can sometimes reach your destina¬ 
tion without any stops at all," said 
Rony Rosenthal, a diamond dealer 
for H JR. Diamonds. “At 6:30 pan. 
or even 7:00, dealers and manu¬ 
facturers would still be working. 
Today, people go home by 4:00." 

Once proudly self-described as 
Israel's leading exporter, an 
already beleaguered diamond 
industry must now deal with the 
severe blows it was dealt by die 
Asian currency crisis and the lin¬ 
gering depression in Japan. 

To begin with, the industry has 
been struggling to meet the chal¬ 
lenges of increased hardware and* 
cheap-labor supplies from Russia. 
Then came the Asian crisis, 
adding to these long-term process 
dilemmas the special flavor of a 
sudden calamity. 

Industry insiders and creditors, 
to be sure, say they believe dia¬ 
monds are forever, and are bound 
to bounce back. Diamantaires, 
they say. are known for their flex¬ 
ibility and will surely know how 
to soften the bottom-line impact of 
the crisis they are undergoing. 

“Without any doubt we have 
been badly him by the Far East 
crisis," said Shmuel Schnitzer of 
M. Schnitzer & Co. Diamonds, 
vice president of the Diamond 
Exchange. Sales to Japan and 
Southeast Asia, he explains, 
totaled about 40 percent of pol¬ 
ished diamonds exerts. 

The drastic fall in Asian demand 
has generated additional damage, 
since some European clients who 
used to buy local diamonds did so 
in order to use them for Asian- 
bound jewelry. 

Figures released by the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade diamond 
supervisor, Tzafrir In bar, indicate 
that in . the four months which fol¬ 
lowed the outbreak ofthe Asian cri-. 
sis last fall, total exports of polished 
diamonds from Israel plunged 92, 
percent, to $1.258 billion. 

This dive is attributed mainly to 
the drop in sales to Japan, Hong 
Kong, Thailand, South Korea and 
Singapore. “Polished exports to 
these countries from November 
1997 to February 1998 totaled 
only $234 million, down 52% 
from exports of $489 million in 
the same period the previous 
year” Inbar said. Fortunately, 
exports to die robust US economy 
rose during the past six months 
109b-15%. Otherwise, says Inbar, 
the blow might have been worse. 

Overall, polished-diamond 
exports last year totaled 54.101b., 
up just 2.4% on the previous year. 
Traditionally, exports grew annu¬ 
ally by 5%-7%, In bar said. 

The sharp devaluation of such 
currencies as the Korean won, the 
Indonesian rupiah and the Thai 


i 



w 





baht, have sent the predominantly 
dollar-denominated prices of dia¬ 
monds soaring. Once widely in 
demand in these countries, the 
precious stones are now less 
affordable. 

Japan, on the other hand, while 
spared from the currency crisis, 
has been in the throes of a reces¬ 
sion for a number of years, thus 
depressing demand for such luxu¬ 
ry items as jewelry and diamonds. 

The diamond industry world¬ 
wide was just barely managing to 
cope with the sector’s shrinking 
profitability. This situation was 
caused by tire rising price of rough 
diamonds coupled with the only 
slightly higher prices of polished 
goods. The Asian crisis is, as one 
manufacturer said, “the straw that 
broke tire camel’s back." 

ASIA WAS a very important mar¬ 
ket to tire Israeli industry, not so 
much because of the big quantities 
of diamonds exported to the 
region, but mainly because it 
bought expensive and quality 
stones, according to Exchange 
board-member Charlie Hollander, 
of H JL Diamonds. 

“The Chinese, Korean and 
Japanese buyers valued the impor¬ 
tance of good quality.stones and 
were prepared to pay a higher 
price for better quality, which is 
something European and US buy¬ 
ers axe not prepared to do,” 
Hollander said. When sales to 
these clients plummeted, traders 
were left with their costly goods 
and no alternative clients, he 
explained. 

Faced with this crisis, tire indus¬ 
try is focusing on keeping afloat 
Many involved are just waiting for 
the storm to abate, while those 
who can afford it are looking to 
develop other markets. Some have 
launched new lines and introduced 
new technology to stay ahead of 
competition. But most manufactur¬ 
ers are cutting down production, 
and tire whole industry is tighten¬ 
ing its belt by reducing the number 
of employees and cutting costs. 
Some have even started renting out 
newly vacant office space. 

"Before the currency crisis in 


Southeast Asia, 70% of my goods 
were sold to Japan, Korea and 
Hong Kong,” said Hollander, who 
claims to have sensed the Asian 
problem back in July. “I adapted 
my production line to produce 
more commercial and less expen¬ 
sive goods; I don't want to be so 
dependent on the Japanese market 
any more," he says. 

Hollander expects Japanese 
sales to fall this year by 50%. To 
brace for that possibility, he has 
cut his work force by 25% and 
accelerated his marketing efforts 
elsewhere, “Italy, the US and 
Australia, for example.” 

Up to 50% of Israeli diamond 
exports were to Southeast Asia, 
said Schnitzer. “Like the other dia- 
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TOKYO - Short-term capital 
flows, blamed as principal offend¬ 
ers in Asia’s financial crisis, wQ] 
only get more erratic with Japan’s 
“Big Bang." 

Some say the world needs a new 
foreign-exchange order to rein in 
such “hot money." 

US Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin last month stressed the need 
to come up with a new architec¬ 
ture for the global financial system 
in order to avert another crisis. 

Eisuke Sakakibara, Japan's vice 
finance minister for international 
affairs, said many world leaders 
may well be starting to contem¬ 
plate the idea of a financial agree¬ 
ment along the lines of the Brett on 
Woods system. 

The world's top financial offi¬ 
cials are expected to discuss short¬ 
term capital flows at an interim 
committee meeting of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF; and World Bank in 
Washington in April. 

But monetary sources in Tokyo 
played down the drive for a new 
order. “I see neither Washington 
nor Tokyo seriously working on or 
taking an organized approach to a 
new currency structure,” a 
Japanese monetary source said. 

It is still at the stage of throwing 
out an abstract idea and watching 
others respond to it, he said. 

Analysts said a solution along the 
lines of Bretton Woods, a postwar 
foreign-exchange system based on 
fixed exchange rates, is difficult in 
global currency markets with a 
daily turnover of Si 2 trillion. 


In July 1994, the Bretton Woods 
Commission, a high-level indepen¬ 
dent commission headed by for¬ 
mer US Federal Reserve chairman 
Paul Volcker,.said countries should 
establish a more formal system of 
coordination to help avoid exces¬ 
sive exchange-rate misalignments 
that lead to wild volatility. 

But the world’s three biggest 
economies - the United States, 
Japan and Germany - have turned 
a deaf ear. 

Spurred by international criti¬ 
cism that Tokyo is not doing 
enough for Asia, Japan has came 
up with various initiatives in the 
past six months while injecting 
substantial money into troubled 
Asian economies. 

Those Tokyo initiatives, while 
stopping short of presenting a new 
forex scheme, spotlighted issues 
that should be addressed under a 
new order, analysts said. 

In September. Japan floated the 
idea of an “Asia Fund" - a region¬ 
wide facility to address financial 
crises. 

_ But that quickly ran into opposi¬ 
tion from the US, Europe and the 
IMF, who feared such a fund 
would disburse cash without 
demanding policy adjustments 
often required by the IMF as a 
cure for crises. 

Last November, as the Asian cri¬ 
sis took a turn for the worse, finance 
ministers of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum met in Manila and agreed on 
the need for more money. 

But the idea of a permanent fund 


was quietly dropped. 

Deputy finance officials from 
Aria and the US met last week in 
Tokyo to follow up on initiatives 
of the so-called Manila 
Framework. Those initiatives 
include a mechanism for regional 
surveillance, enhanced economic 
and technical cooperation and a 
cooperative financing arrangement 
that would supplement the IMF. 

Japan also floated a rescue con¬ 
cept of asking the World Bank and 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
to guarantee the debts of troubled 
Asian nations. 

Officials at Japan’s Ministry of 
Finance (MOF) said the plan 
could help restore confidence in 
the region because a guarantee 
could solve short-term funding 
problems. 

But it failed to win support from 
the US, which raised objections 
over “moral hazard" - the fear that 
promises of a future bailout would 
prompt ever riskier lending. 

A senior MOF official attributed 
the failures of Japan's ideas to a 
difference in style. “Our style is to 
give a blood transfusion to keep a 
seriously injured person from 
dying. Meanwhile, the American 
style is to tell those who are bleed¬ 
ing badly to first try to heal them¬ 
selves,” the senior MOF official 
said. 

C.H. Kwan, senior economist at 
Nomura Research Institute, said: 
“Japanese ideas for Asian eco¬ 
nomic and forex stability, includ¬ 
ing some good ones, have crashed 
one after another. This indicates 


that Tokyo may have problems 
with diplomacy." 

“In fact, things got more compli¬ 
cated for Japan as the Asian crisis 
transformed itself from being 
purely economic to including 
issues involving regional securi¬ 
ty," Kwan added. 

Washington, in January, dis¬ 
patched Defense Secretary 
William Cohen to the region, and 
US officials have said repeatedly 
that the US has critical economic 
and national security interests at 
stake in promoting the restoration 
of financial stability in Aria. 

Japanese policy-makers have 
made it clear that they want to 
contribute more ideas toward 
global financial and currency sta¬ 
bility. This is in part becaose fur¬ 
ther commitment to foreign aid is 
becoming difficult under severe 
budgetary constraints, although 
Japan is‘still the world’s largest 
provider. 

Japan's foreign-aid budget is 
due to be reduced by about 10 per¬ 
cent in the fiscal year starting on 
April 1. 

Traditionally, Japan has agreed 
to foot the biD. while the US has 
plotted how to save nations. 

Kwan said: “Given the fact that 
Japanese financial institutions have 
loaned six times more than US 
banks, Japan should be more 
aggressive in presenting ideas for 
regional stability.” And the US 
deeds to contribute not just opinions 
but money as wen, Kwan added. 

According to the Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS), 


Japanese banks’ total exposure to 
Asian countries was $276.2 billion 
as of the end of June 1997, com¬ 
pared with US banks’ total expo¬ 
sure at that time of $46.4b. 

Analysts said the global commu¬ 
nity must come up with rules for 
burden sharing to form the core of 
any new coxier. “In order to discuss 
how to split the bQl among bor¬ 
rowers, lenders, countries, the 
Group of Seven and in ternational 
bodies, a permanent institution 
such as an Asian BIS would be 
helpful, rather than proceeding on 
an ad hoc basis,” said Masao 
Suzaki, professor of economics at 
Tokyo’s Senshu University. 

A concerted, organized approach 
is essential, rather than just cur¬ 
rency intervention or ad hoc meet¬ 
ings, he said. 

Bemie Fraser; former governor 
of the Reserve Bank of Australia, 
who was the first to call for an 
Asian BIS in 1995, said: “Central 
banks have more freedom to act in 
their particular spheres of respon¬ 
sibility and can usually move 
more speedily than other organs of 
government when they need to." 

Last November, the Bank of 
Japan intervened to prop up the 
value of tile Indonesia rupiah in 
cooperation with the Monetary 
Authority of Singapore and Bank 
Indonesia. But dne to a lack of a 
burden-sharing organization, tire 
BOJ suffered huge forex losses 
after it bought.rupiah at around 
3,000 peT douau The rupiah feQ in 
January to as low as 17.000 per 
dollar. (Reuters) 



mantaires, we too are concentrat¬ 
ing our efforts an tire US and other 
new markets like Turkey, South 
America or Eastern Europe. We 
don't expect to be profitable this 
year,” 

Across die Pacific, American 
demand for diamonds and jewelry 
has been on the rise, but customers 
there are poshing prices down with 
demands for longer-term and more 
expensive credit deals. Only sellers 
who can meet those conditions 
manage to compete. 

“I don’t want to work with cred¬ 
it; I will wait for die crisis in. 
Southeast Asia to end,” said Rachel 
Levy of Rachel Levy Diamonds, a 
buying office whose markets were 
hit by the currency crisis. 


MEANWHILE, in an effort to 
stabilize the market, the Central 
Selling Organization (CSO), the 
marketing arm of De Beers, 
which supplies at least 75% of 
the total- global inventory of 
rough diamonds, has taken steps 
to help tiie crisis-hit industry by 
allocating smaller packages of 
rough stones to manufacturers 
worldwide. 

Traditionally the CSO sells its 
rough diamonds to select manu¬ 
facturers, called “right holders,” at 
specific dates and locations every 
month. These meetings between 
the CSO and the manufacturers 
are called "sights" and at these 
meetings the CSO representatives 
give die manufacturers their pack¬ 
age of rough diamonds, which 
manufacturers are practically 
obliged to accept. By regulating 
die amount and quality of rough 
stones on the marke t, the CSO can 
regulate the price of diamonds and 
stem a prospective depreciation. 

Now, says Inbar, the CSO has 
tightened the supply of rough -dia¬ 
monds, to prevent producers from 

arrnmnlattng stock, frl hlS VteW, 

this trick will work and keep 
pricesup. 

Despite die Asian .dtfsis, ;foei 
level of debt of the-Israelftiia-; 
mond industry to locaT banks has' 
remained a stable $lb. 

“The diamond industry in Israel 
is still the strongest in the world,” 
said Schnitzer. "People have not 
gone beyond their means, tiie level 
of debt to banks has not grown and 
businesses have been tnamtahiing 
a high level of liquidity.” 

Even before die Asian crisis, 
profitability in the diamond sector 
was low, said Benjamin Oshman, 
senior deputy-general managing- 
director at Israel's Union Bank, 
(he diamond industry's main cred¬ 
itor. “What happened in Asia 
exacerbated the problem but did 
not find Israel’s diamond sector 
with its pants down," be said. 

From his vantage point, he says, 
it seems the industry had indeed 
quickly read the new situation and 
efficiently reorganized by cutting 
- down production and intensifying 
alternative marketing efforts. - 


Moreover; according to Oshman, 
the Asian blow has been softened 
here by the fact that, unlike their 
Indian counterparts who gave open- 
ended audit to Asian customers; 
Israeli diamantaires worked in Aria 
mostly on a cash basis. 

The bank had not changed its 
fending policy to the sector since 
the outbreak of the crisis, Oshman 
emphasized. 

Industry heads said that. the 
planned, long-awaited opening of 
a rough-diamond bourse in the 
Ramat Gan exchange complex 
will also help the industry, by 
giving it direct access to rough 
goods at lower costs. The official 
opening of tire new bourse, 
scheduled for June 23, is timed to 
coincide with the national jubilee 
celebrations. 

The opening of the rough-dia¬ 
mond bourse will allow local man¬ 
ufacturers direct access to rough 
diamonds, said Lobar, “and what¬ 
ever you can save on the price of 
rough is helpful.” 

Manufacturers and dealers believe 
that tiie steps they baye taken ^i 
help give the indnsoy the brcafomg 
space necessary for weathering foe 
storm, and that-tike previous crises - 

survived by the industry, this Qtt5. 

too will dvej&aOyend: 

But ndt that easily and not ftp 
soon, “ft doesn’t appear this crisis 
will end in the coming months. ! 
expect that by tiie end of tiie year 
foe situation in Asia will improve, 
and we will start seeing better 
sales only in the middle of 1999/’ 
one trader said. 

Hollander does not expect Asian 
sales to pick up Imminently, but 
pins his hopes an a gradual recov¬ 
ery of the Japanese market. If 

“A big problem with Japan is that 
there are too many stocks of jewel¬ 
ry piled up." In his view, the 
Japanese most tins year sdl off their 
stocks before buying new goods. In 
a year or two, Japan win be better 
off and its habitual jewelry purchase 
es will reappear; he predicted . 

Hollander is firm in his belief 
that in the long run things will get 
batter. “These markets are not’ 
dead yet Wie just need a few years 
of patience.” 7 


Is a new Asian money order a pipe dream? 

Analysts examine the feasibility of a foreign-exchange system based on fixed 
exchange rates — while the industrial powers ignore the proposal. Yoshiko Mori reports u 
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Pacific Mediterranean J 
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E-Mail : mdras@tRndlinefo.il 

Contact : Elan Levi 
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Yen (10 mSion yen) — — _ 

(Rates vary higher or towar Oran indicated according to deposit) 
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*These rates vary according to bank. "Bank of Israel. 
SOURCE: BANK LEUM 
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Stocks end three-day 


Tel Aviv 


Stocks dropped following three 
days of gains, with Bank 
Hapoalim Ltd., Israel's largest 
bank based on assets, losing 
ground after reporting that income 
on loan activity dropped during 
the fourth quarter. 

Bank Hapoalim slipped 0.4 per¬ 
cent to NIS 9.72, helping the Maof 
Index of 25 largest companies to 
decline 0.69%, to 31323. The 
declines come even though the 
bank beat or met analysts’ expecta¬ 
tions on net income for the quarter. 

Shares rose to an all-rime high 
Sunday, completing a 6.6% gain for 
(he week stemming from expecta¬ 
tions that Bank Hapoalim would 
expand fourth-quarter income. 

"Once people saw die full 
results, they weren’t as happy. 
There’s no growth in income from 
financing activities," said Yuval 
Raviv, a trader at Societe Generate 
Securities and Trading. 
"Provisions for bad debt were arti¬ 
ficially high” in 1996, he said. 

Bank Hapoalim officials said 
fourth-quarter net income grew as 
provisions for bad loans were 
halved. The reduction m provi¬ 


sions reflects larger charges taken 
last year in compliance with gov¬ 
ernment requirements that banks 
make provisions for unidentified 
risks in their portfolios. 

Bank Leumi, Israel’s second- 
largest bank, also fell from an all- 
time high, down 2.1 % to 6.64. The 
bank is scheduled to announce its 
fourth-quarter results today. 

Shares of Bezeq shed 0.5 per¬ 
cent to 9.47 after it reported that 
net income fell 68% after a one¬ 
time charge relating to a cellular- 
phone project in India. 

The results "were a bad prprise, 
Bezeq is too high,” said Dior 
Kraus, a broker at Root Investment 
House. "It will have problems in 
the future wife competition” and an 
efficiency plan fear includes shed¬ 
ding 20% of its workforce. 

Bezeq is feeing new competition 
in die overseas calling market and 
mobile phone service market 
Communications Minister Limor 
Livnat has said she wants to open 
up the local calling market to com¬ 
petition by next year. (Bloomberg) 

Europe 

The UK's FTSE 100 ended 
down 0 5% as edginess ahead of a 
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US monetary policy meeting and 
weakness in Asian markets pro¬ 
vided a bearish bias in fee absence 
of any major mariet-moving news. 

The FTSE 100 closed at 5,911.9, 
down 27.4 points, or 0.46 percent 
Germany’s blue-chip DAX 
index finished trade, virtually flat, 
raised from negQative ground by a 
better start on Wall Street, which 
surprised players who had expect¬ 
ed a weaker opening. 

The DAX-30 index closed at 
5,009.76, down 73.40 points, or 
1.44 percent In later screen-based 
trade the Xetra DAX index ended 
at 5,069.89, up 2.99 points, or 
0.06 percent 


Shares in. Paris closed a .choppy 
day lower but above 3,800, with 
profit-taking after recent record 

highs. . (Reuters) 

Asia 

japan’s benchmark stock index 
plunged to its lowest level in five 
weeks in anticipation the govern¬ 
ment will fefi to meet its goal of 
pulling fee market uj> to 18,000 
for year-end book closing today.- 

t i»ariing politicians have called 
for the government to support the 
market to help keep banks and 
insurers from posting losses on 
(heir equity holdings. The Liberal 
Democratic Party earmarked 1 
trillion yen in postal savings.and 
.insurance money to prop up the 
benchmark, Japanese media 
reported. 

"The government has lost.its 
credibility,” said Ichizo Yamauchi, 
director of research ami planning 
at Kokusai. Asset Management 
C6„ which handles 133 trillion 
yen. 

"They had no business saying 
they would manipulate the market 
to begin with, but their second 
offense was not coming through 
on their word." 


The benchmark Niklwi 
stock index fell 47652 PJ^ or 
2.84%, to 16,263.04. That* its 
lowest level since February 24. 
The Topix index of nil shares on 
the first section of the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange dropped 17J28 
points, or 137%, to 1241-27. 

*Tt was time to show m6 the 
money and there was no moriey to 
show," said Stephen Biont ^man- 
aging partner at Stephen 


Tiburon; California. . : ' 

“When fee government buying 
didn't show np, the de^KS 
dumped stocks.*' (Blooobeqjf ■ • 

Wall Street; 

NEW YORK (Reuters) -US 
stocks limped to a lower dfase .^ 
yesterday as Investors got ffleir' 
usual case of jitters a day bdkxe 
die Federal Reserve meets toct»- 
sider fee direction of interest rates . 

Based on early, unofficial 
the Dow Jones industrial average 
ended down. 13.96 points' af 
8,782.13. "f 

In the broad market, decluung 
issues led advances 17 to II on 
moderate volume of 499 nullum 
shares on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 


British pound at high since 1989 as rates 


The British pound rose to its 
highest against the mark since 
July 1989, amid expectations the 
Bank of England will raise interest 
rates again, possibly when its 
rate-setting committee meets next 
week. 

Economists said consumer 
demand may still be strong 
enough to convince fee central 
bank's Monetary Policy 
Committee to raise fee UK bench¬ 
mark rate from 7.25 percent at its 
next monthly meeting, set for next 
Wednesday and Thursday. Higher 
rates mean a better return on ster¬ 
ling-denominated deposits. 

"The next three MPC meetings 
are going to be very close calls, 
and that will keep a cushion under 
sterling,” said Jeremy Hawkins, 
chief economist at Bank of 
America. He said he would rec¬ 


ommend buying sterling even at 
this level since "sterling is going 
to go higher," he said. 

The pound rose as high as 
3.0910 marks and was trading at 
3.0883, from 3.0760 late Friday. 
It’s at its highest since reaching 
3.1100 marks on July 31, 1989. 
The pound was little changed 
against the dollar, at S1.6841 from 
SI.6840. 

“I’d be a buyer of sterling, ar 
least in the near term," said Steve 
Barrow, a currency strategist at 
Bear Steams International. “We 
could see it go to 3.10.” 

The bank raised its base lending 
rate five times last year, to a five- 
year high of 7.25%. The rate rises 
helped feel a 28% advance in the 
pound against die currencies of 
Britain’s main trading partners in 
the past 18 months. 
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Sterling's gains have hurt 
exporters, malting their products 
more expensive abroad and the 
currencies they get for overseas 
sales worth less when they’re con¬ 
verted to pounds. 

Yesterday, for example, Burmah 
Castrol Pic, a UK petroleum and 


chemicals company, said tire rise 
in the pound sliced £42 milli on off 
1997 profit and would continue to 
him business this year. While a 
weaker pound would' help 
exporters, it could also cause 
inflation to speed up. . 

Willem Bui to; a member of the 
Bank of England’s rate-setting 
committee, said last week a 
decline in the pound would create 
“a definite risk to the inflation tar¬ 
get-" 

Meanwhile, the dollar .rose to a 
two-and-a-half-month high 

against fee yen amid donbts; 
Japan’s plan to cut income taxes 
and use public funds to prop up 
the stock market will avert a reces¬ 
sion. 

Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 
stock index fell 2.84 percent to a 
five-week low of 16,263.04* as 


VniBi'J&iA 

ft* »*{••> 'I 


-■ T-. 


Precious metals 

Platinum dropped amid sagging 
demand for the precious metal in 
Japan, the world’s largest con¬ 
sumer, because of lower sales of 
jewelry and cars. 

Sales of all goods at large 
Japanese retailers slumped 5.5 
percent in February from a year 
earlier, the life straight decline, 
the government said last week. 
Sales of vehicles by Japan's top 
five carmakers dropped by 
between 16.2% and 25.2% in 
February from the year-earlier 
month. 

Platinum is used as a catalyst in 
pollution-control devices in cars. 
Platinum for immediate delivery 
fell $3 to S409 an ounce in inter¬ 
bank trading. 

Palladium rose amid skepticism 
feat Russian exports of the metal 
will resume before the end of 
April. While expectations for the 
resumption of palladium exports 


were boosted by news feat 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
signed the nation’s new budget 
and appointed a new prime minis¬ 
ter, some traders don’t expect 
shipments to start before fee end 
of next month. 

Russia hasn’t shipped any palla¬ 
dium this year, leading to concent 
about a possible shortage of the 
metal. Palladium rose $1.80 to 
$268.50 an ounce in interbank 
trading 


Crudef oil for May delivery rose 
. 1 cent to $16.77 a barrel on fee 
New York Mercantile Exchange. 
Prices are steady after the 
Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries met in 
Vienna to ratify output cuts 
already agreed to by fee group. 

Some ministers said there was¬ 
n't any discussion for deeper cuts 
than those agreed in Riyadh last 


Others 
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weekend, when Venezuela, 
Mexico and Saudi Arabia pledged 
to reduce production by a total of 
600,000 barrels a day. 

Tbe Riyadh agreement prompt¬ 
ed most other OPEC members and 
some non-OPEC countries to 
pledge cutbacks of about 1J5 mil¬ 
lion barrels a day to alleviate a : 
glut of oil and to boost prices, 
currently near nine-year lows. 
Joining those countries yesterday 
was Norway, which'announced it 
would cut production by 100,000 
barrels a day. 


. Coffee rose amid falling stock¬ 
piles in the US, fee world’s largest 
consumer. Coffee stockpiles in 
warehouses monitored by fee 
Coffee, Sugar & Cocoa Exchange 
fell 12^60 132-pound bags to 
125,899 bags, the exchange said 
Friday. 

At the same time, a truckers 
strike in Colombia is disrupting 
coffee exports from fee second 
largest grower after Brazil. Coffee 
for May delivery rose $20 to 
$1,770 a metric ton on fee London 
International Financial Futures 
and Options Exchange. 

White sugar rose amid expecta¬ 
tions of 1ean supplies for tbe next 
few weeks because of a probable 
delay in fee 1998-99 Brazilian 
harvest Heavy rain in Brazil, the 
world’s largest sugar grower, is 
expected to delay fee harvest until 
May, a month later than planned. 

While Brazil's crop litis year is 


investors sold stocks and used tft?- 
proceeds to invest outside of 
Japan, which is in the midst of ad 
eight-year slump. 

"I'd be a buyer of dollars,” said 
Steve Barrow, a currency strate* 
gist at Bear Stearns jfatematkxkkj^ 
who expects fee dollar to climb ter 
145 yen this year. 

"Until the Japanese economy 
shows some signs of stabilizing, - 
fee market can’t be sure the go# 
eminent has done enough to sot#- 
its problems.” % 

The dollar rose as high 
132.00 yen, its highest -sin# 
reaching-133 on January 13. It wafip' 
at 131.83, up from 130.20 lag 
Friday in London. 'fc : 

The dollar also rose to a onife. 
we&'i^ - of 1.8339 mai*jj* 
pulled higher by the US curre^ 
cy’s gams a gainst fee yen. 
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expected to be larger than 
year’s -record, any delay in fife 
barvesteoold cause an immctfkHr 
shortage of sugar. Whi te sugar m |;' 
May delivery on Liffe rose $1 3m 
to $265.80 a metric ton. - 
Copper rose amid falling stodm 
piles of fee metaL Copper stock* 
piles held in London Mef& 
Exchange-registered warehouses 
fell as Strengthening consumption 
of fee metal in Europe and the 
offsets sagging demand in Ea& 
Asia. .J 

While slower economic growth 
has reduced purchasing power ^ 
East Asian countries such 
South Korea and Indonesia^ 
demand far copper in the form 
pipes and wiring in houses, cax§ 
and consumer appliances remain 
strong in the US and Europe. ’ 
LME copper stockpiles fell 
3,000 metric tons to 344,000 tons 1 
in today’s warehouse repent. Three 
monfe copper rose $9 to $1,763 a 
ton on fee LME;- (Bloomberg^ 
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US bonds little changed before economic reports 


US bonds were little changed 
before a slew of repots this week 
expected to offer more clues to 
whether fee economy is slowing 
and inflation will remain at bay. 

"It’s going to be a big week wife 
a lot of information for bonds,” 
said Patrick Dimick, Treasury 
market analyst at UBS Securities 
Inc. 

Reports on home sales, manu¬ 
facturing and jobs all are due. In 
addition. Federal Reserve policy- 
setters meet in Washington today 
for the second time this year. 

The benchmark 30-year 
Treasury bond fell 3/32, or 94 
cents per $1,000 bond, keeping its 
yield at 5.96 percent. The two- 
year note's yield fell 1 basis point 


GENERAL 
ASSISTANCE 


Tuesday, March 31 
EMERGENCY 
‘PHARMACIES 
Jerusalem: Kupat Holim 
Clalit, Straus A, 3 Avigdori, 670- 
6660; Balsam, Salah e-Din, 627- 
2315; Shnafat, Shuafat Road. 
581-0108; Dar Aldawa, Herod’s 
Gate, 628-2058. 

Tel Aviv: Superpharm 

Ministore, 4 Shaul Hamelech, 
696-0106; Superpharm, 40 
Einstein, 641-3730. Till 1 am. 
Wednesday: Jabotinsky, 125 Ibn 
Gvirol. 546-2040. Till nridmgbt 
Superpharm Ramat Aviv, 40 


to 5.63%. 

The Commerce Department is 
expected to report that sales of 
new homes rose 0.2% in February 
to a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 879,000, according to fee 
average forecast of analysts. 
That’s near the highest level in 
more than a decade and indicates 
fee economy is growing at a brisk 
clip. 

Investors are looking for signs 
feat growth is slowing, thereby 
ensuring that inflation, which 
erodes bonds' value, stays low. 
The consumer price index rose at 
an annual pace of 1.4% in the 12 
months ended February, the small¬ 
est rise since 1986. 

Many have been looking for 


Einstein, 641-3730; Superpharm 
London Ministore, 4 Shaul 
Hamelech, 696-0115. 

Ra’anana-Kfor Sava: Merkaz 
Golan, 198 Ahuza, Ra’anana, 
774-5762. 

Netanya: Hasharon mall, 
Henri, 861-7766. 

Haifa : Hanassi, 33 Hanassi, 
833-3312. 

Krayot area: Pentagon, 4 
Hagdud Ha’ivri, Kiryat Motzkixw 
871-1490. 

Herzliya: Clal Pharra, Beit 
Merkazim, 6 Maskit (cnr. Sderot 
Hagalim), Herzliya Pimah, 955- 
8472, 955-8407. Open 9 ajn. to 
midnight 

Upper Nazareth: Clal Phaxm, 
Lev Ha’ir Mall, 657-0468. Open 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


BONDS 
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Asia’s financial crisis to trim US 
sales in the Pacific Rim, yet 
there’s been little evidence of feat 
so fan The National Association of 
Purchasing Management’s 
monthly index tomorrow and tbe 
government's employment report 
on Friday are important because 


DUTY HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem: Bikur Holim (inter¬ 
nal, obstetrics); Shaare Zedek 
(surgery, ENT); Hadassah Ein 
Kerera (orthopedics, pediatrics, 
ophthalmology). 

Tsl Avrv: Tel Aviv Medical 
Center Dana Pediatric Hospital 
(pediatrics); Tel Aviv Medical 
Canter (internal, surgery). 
Netanya: Lamado. 

POLICE 100 
FIRE 102 
FIRST AID 101 
Magen David Adorn 
In e mer genc ies dial 101 in most 
parts of fee country. In addition: 

Ashdod* 8551333 Kfar 
Sava* 9902222 


they’ll offer a first look at March's 
econorpic performance. 

UBS’ Dimick said investors also 
•will him their attention to a meet¬ 
ing of oil ministers from the 
Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries to ensure 
their production decisions of last 
week hold. -Venezuela, Mexico 
and Saudi Arabia pledged to ciit 
production by a total of 600,000 


a two-and-a-half-month high of 
132.14yen as Japanese stocks fell, 
making yen-denominated assets 
less attractive. A stronger'doffifr 
increases retains from Treasuries 
for foreign investors who convert: 
the proceeds into their home cur¬ 
rencies. 

Bonds pared gains before the 
reports and as investors braced for 
Today’s Ted meeting, said Sonja 


barrels a day, which drove up oil :G®bbs^ an economist at Nomura 
prices and spurred some concern . International, in London. . 
inflation wfll accelerate: : •- Fedcr^ Reserve’s 'poli'5 

Bonds rose m overseas trafeagn-fSttel last changed interest ratesfe 
as fee dollar gained against the .hjarch 1997,.raising fee taxastm 
yen, boosting the appeal of. overaigjit bank loan rates lMwr 
Treasunes for international'* ■. centage point to 55% pK; 
investors. - -'investors exoect a 

The dollar rose almost 1.9 yen to (Bloombeig) 


Ashkelon 6551332 
Nahariya* 9912333 
.Beersheba* 6274767 
Netanya* 8604444 
Beit Shemesh 6523133 
PetahTxkva* 9311111 : . 

Dan Region* 5793333 : 

Rehovot* 9451333 ■ - ' 

Eilat* 6332444 R;j sbDn* 
9642333 

Haifa* 8512233 Safed 6920333 


WHERETO GO 


MoBwslnftls Irature are chawed 
at WS28.08 per. line, kicfaiAigvAT. 
Insertion every day of the monft 
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Conducted Tours - 
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Platini ; Even Rios on top of the world 


SPORTS 


can 


_ . xxarcelo having won a Grand Slam title in the preceding year - 

KEY BISCAYNE. Fla. (Reuters) - CMe s Marcel . . ; , LendQ in February 1983 and 

■_«-■- -» \Tn _ _ I n IAA4 


get tickets 


LONDON (Reuters) - Michel Platini, 42. went cm *Wve had 
Platini told the London Evening 20 million requests fix 2J5 million 
Standard yesterday that tickets for tickets. It's .not surprising we can't 
the World Cup finals in France are so please everybody, 
scarce he can’t even get-any for his “I’ve got people - in France who 
father. have wotked in footbaD for 40 years 

In an interview with the newspaper, angry because they haven’t got tick- 
Platini, the joint-president of the els to see a World Cop game and 
Erance’98 Organizing Committee, people in England angry because 
syiH- "All my friends and family are they can’t come. . 
annoyed because they can’t get tickets, “Isn’t it right that French people 

“Even my Dad isn’t happy should have a chance to see a World 
because I can’t let him have what he Cup match when they are hosting 
wants.” According to the Standard, the competition. 

Platini semorasked fix 10 tickets for Everyone does the same. If people 
the final, bra received a polite “non” in Fiance want to buy a ticket fortius 
from his son, the greatest player in year’s FA Cup Final, where should 
French soasrhistray. they apply The said. 

;land win despite 
Lara century 


Rios claimed the worid No. 

1 ranking on Sunday with a 
' superb 7-5 6-3 6-4 win over 
Andre Agassi, a former 
world No. I, in the final of 
1 die Lipton . Tennis 

Championships. 

Rios became the fi rst 

Sou* American to reach the 

top of tire rankings and the 


; irnto Hetiatf tfte postion lor 

Caw week. He heU it six 
^^^kiwMd^aluS) Three weeks. Hew * 14 


Lends in February 1983 and 
Sampras in April 1993 
being the others. 


in brief 


IA.UI5 UK UUIUJi 

HaWdnen wins Brazilian Grand Prtx 


ip of tire rankings and tbe ~ 

of ti« ranking system. 

“I think, winning like this fidbe'a (Sweder)24 Weeks. Haws five 

tttuszzz ISIS'-—“ 

good, really great, an “XSffSSaS ^'^^ Courter <US,: ? K Hb “ rt totr 

unusuaDyta&ativeRios^l ..^K2*gg^l^iSH9.W.H e id ft five times 
afterward. “I played a great ■ Aprflrkndre Agassi (US) 30 

march." Rios' win ended 

Pete Sampras’102 ccnsecu- 

tive weeks in tire top spot. ~~t 1 


AgassL “He’s No. 1 right 
now — that’s the extent of it. 
He deserves 10 be No. 1." 
“He'D have 10 win a (Grand) 
Slam (tide) this year, you 
know, to be No. I in tire 
players’ eyes. To be No. I in 
his own eyes, he’d have to 
win a Slam," he added. 

Prior to Rios, the South 
American to get closest to 
No. 1 was Argentine 
Guillermo Vilas, who was 
the second-ranked player in 
the world in the 1970s. 
“Being the best player in 
tbe world for Chile is some¬ 
thing like not normal,” Rios 
said “We have never had a 


BRIDGETOWN (Reuters) - A 
brilliant 97-baB century by West 
Indies captain Brian Lara .failed to 
prevent England winning tire first 
one-day match by 16 runs on Sunday. 

While Lara was picking off runs 
with consummate ease. West Indies 
always looked capable of ove rhau l in g 
England’s 293 fix five, buflt around a 
record opening stand of 165 between 
Alec Stewart and Nick Knight- 
But soon after completing his 12tb 
one-day cehtnry,.laced with 13 fours 
and three axes, Lara was nm. out 
attempting a second nm and England 
edged then:-way back into control of 
the march. • . • ' 

Lara and Carl Hooper took tire fight 
to Engjand after openers Qaytotf 

Lambm and Philo Wallace had fallen 
with only 27 on tbe board. 

Their blistering stand of -88'came 
from 14 overs, Hooper hitting 45 off 
only 34" deliveries. By the end. of tire 

first 15 oveis 111 were on tire board. 

But England withstood the Lara- 
Hooper blitz, held their catches and 
profited fiom Lara’s ill-judged sec¬ 
ond run when he tod made 110, Reo 
Hollioake producing a pin-pomt 
throw fiom tire boundary to nm cot 

tire West Indies skipper 

FmnUyn Rose and Rawl Lewis put 
on 44 fix the ej^hflfc swckgt to keep 
West hxfie&in tire ® na ? 


Earlier, Knight and Stewart had 
begun England's innings at su ch a 
fhrious rate that 78 came off tire first 
15 overs and 100 was reached in tire 
21 st over 

When Stewart fell for 74 tire pan- 
had topped the previous best England 
opening stand of 156 by Graham 
Gooch and Mike Atherton at Old 
Trafford in 1991. 

Knight, who led ihe A team in Sn 
y*ntta flris winter, went on to make 
his fluid one-day international centu¬ 
ry. 

His 122 came off 130 balls with 
four sixes and 13 fours. 

England’s victory was skipper 
Adam HoOioake's fifth in succession 
as. one-day captain. The first four 
ramft in the Champions’ Trophy in 

Sharjah in December which England 

won. • 

The second match of the series of 
five is in St Lucia tomorrow. 

Pakistan efinch one-day series 

against Zimbabwe 

Pakistan recovered from losing 
force middle order wickets in four 
overs to beat Zimbabwe by four 
wickets in tire second one-day march 
on Sunday. 

They wan the series 2-0. 

Replying to Zimbabwe's competi¬ 
tive 272 foTvSiXy; tire touring team 
\jxade 276 &k six wi* 20 balk to 


S wi* a career- 

way. bea76 - _ 


Sampras nas oeen iw. 1 1 j said. We nave never naa a 

a total erf 218 weeks over his -nriivs record 270 charnion to be No. 1 in the world in tennis." “I think 

career; exactiycne year less tiren Ivan Lendl srecora Z/u going to take it Uke really good-! feel real- 

'“S^S^te^play^Iona.kNo.l wfthcot lypad.” 

Smashnova Senators, Penguins tie 

l ACOC PITTSBURGH (AP)- Magnus Boughner and past Hasek 3:40 

1U Arvedson scored in the third peri- into foe third. ___ 

rr* f* M „l od Sunday as the Oita* Senators, Hasek, who shutofo hislz^ wo 

Texas filial who haven’t won at Pasburgh in opponents Mid leads the NHL with 

s« years — played tia 1-1 tie 12 , faced 38 shots. 

w—S gg ^ 555 ^ h 1W 

S^S^SESSK 

tmnis player. Anna Smastimova, is uwc tQ a road win . 

“S ingai ^'5?^oklreached ^^sSra^tomimsd the sec- The victory snapped a three- 

This week tire 21 -year-old reached , . . n\rtootimPittsburgh game losing streak for 

foe final of a S^^OOO^ 1 ^ 5 ^ SaTSt’ couMn’t tel rookie Philadelphia and dampened 

tournament m Tfexas, where she lost 12 2, ou Carolina’s playoff hopes. It also 

totire fourth seed, Elena Wagner fg***E*&J X a^ee-game winning 

from Germany. » streak for Carolina and was the 

The score was 2-6,6-L 7-5 in the ^ gc^hi^ gad firet on the road in seven tries for 

°SffSS-S—— 1 - fo^Pinsbuigti in tbe atond peri- 

'iffsKSM&g jm£3£k:ee: 

through the qualifying rounds at tire John n ^uf fBir * statout of the Dallas stopped New Jersey’s four- 

SSSSK K=ri.s^: naraa,ch “ p 

mam draw and lost her next clash twice as Flo Adams had scored only one goal 

with Conchha Martinez. wm. .. ^ Ra d e k in his previous 16 games and hac 

Meanwhile, Israels Davis Cap Ed JzL. ra or iAa missed 31 games due to injuries 

team ishard iDtrammg for this before breaking out against llx 

“ Conference-leadinj 

fce $15,000 intematioMl lonma- Chrcago w as .bUnl ni °^ ew j erse y still remained th, 

meat in Ashkelon overtire weekend, 1,th “™S?^f|i hrcs2 NHL leader in points with 99. tw< 

has improved his cbancesofnailmg Jti Wtap^Sgral ^ M ii. The Stars wo. 

one of the two singles berths. ,„ S mn ^ 400career poiiEMfako both meetings with the Devils thi 

Eyal Ran lost m die semi-final ^Pj'^^SSreNHL season, winning at New Jersey . 

■^nvo^wiD beared J ^.tour“Tsaves ft 

tonight at a cocktail party, given by Domimk Hase ^ sg^ng foe pace in th 

tbe Austrian ambassador . hft _L : '|il rttKolay- :• Western Conference. In their pre 

Y^te 5 day, ..the JgS JgKx ^Sh^fo^ri^- vibas threfe games, the Stare we 
'■ As^toremomreeddfte nByfor ® SJi|« deflect- winless (0-2-1) and managed or 

M gSt&lo «£--»* one goal. 


Flyers 3, Hurricanes 1 
John LeClair and Danius Zubrus 
scored just 34 seconds apart in foe 
sec Mid period to lead Philadelphia 
to a road win. 

The victory snapped a three- 
game losing streak for 
Philadelphia and dampened 
Carolina’s playoff hopes. It also 
snapped a three-game winning 
streak for Carolina and was the 
first on the road in seven tries for 
Philadelphia. 

Stars 3, Devils 1 

Slumping Greg Adams scored 
twice in the second period as host 
Dallas stopped New Jersey's four- 
game winning streak in a matchup 
of conference leaders. 

Adams had scored only one goal 
in his previous 16 games and had 
missed 31 games due to injuries 
before breaking out against the 
Eastern Conference-leading 
Devils. 

New Jersey still remained the 
NHL leader in points with 99, two 
more than Dallas. The Stare won 
both meetings with foe Devils this 
season, winning at New Jersey in 
January, 4-3 in overtime. 

Ed Bel four made 32 saves for 
foe Stare, setting the pace in the 


rvmR i --o — * . 

Yunnan became ti* 13th. play- :• Western Conference. In their pre- 


ruuuuiicii «w»i« ———— --- 

SAO PAULO (Reuters) - Mika Hakkinen of FinlandIput m a 
commanding performance to win the Brazilian Grand Pnx on 
Sundav after leading from start to finish. 

The Finn's McLaren team mate, Briton David Coulthard, fm- 
isSfoSr^ndptaS. 1.1 seconds behind at foe chequered flag. 

German Michael Schumacher, driving for Ferrari. “° k 
nlace after a race-long battle with fourth-placed finisher Austrian 
Alexander Wurz. in a Benetton, and fifth-placed German Hernz- 

H ?toWthten'^rictay, hisdrirtTI n succession after wins in Jerez 
jJdMelboume, means be now holds an eight pomj lead at foe 
head of foe drivers’ world championship over Coulthard. 

Davis Cup boss Becker ready to play singles 

wppmfn (Reuters) - Germany’s new Davis Cup manager Boris 
Stagji a/well as doubles if nee^d b, d>eu 
world group fit round tie against South Africa dusw^kend. 

twker ctaried his new role as player-manager, with Cari-uwe 
S%£n tSS.. wh^Sie Genrran team gathered in Bremen yes- 

KKSSt- up wi"> 

i^TOTmy Haas arc expecledtoptayan^but 

Becker hinted he may step m. “If it s necessary. I m ready 10 play m 
the angles as well,” said Becker. 

Man Utd seek new deals with England trio 

LONDON (Reuters) - Manchester United are negotiating new 
contracts to keep England midfield trio David Batitham, Paul 
Scholes and Nicky Butt at the club for a further five years, club 

chief executive Martin Edwards said yesterday. „ 

“We are in negotiations with Scholes, Butt and Beckham, 

Edwards said as foe club published its latest financial results. 

Edwards also said the English champions wanted Io nise tire 
capacity of their Old Trafford stadium, which houses 55.000 and 

is the largest in the premier league. . . - 

United reported profit before tax of £14.9 million in foe six 
months to January 31. 

Barnsley ban invading fans indefinitely 

LONDON (Reuters) - Premier league club Barnsley have 
imposed an indefinite ban on fans who were arrested after nmmng 
on to the pitch in Saturday's 3-2 home defeat by Live^cwL 
Barnsley had three men sent off and referee Gary Willard had to 
be escorted from the pitch for his own safety 
Six fans invaded the pitch and after foe match an angry mob 
gathered outside the ground, eventually dispersing after an hour. 

SA win 2nd Test and series against Sri Lanka 

PRETORIA (AP) — Hansie Cronje bludgeoned his way to 82 
off 62 balls yesterday as South Africa cruised to a six-wicket win 

over Sri Laiika in the second Test 
South Africa, chasing 226 to win, scored 226 for four wifo more 
than a day to spare to win the senes 2-0 after taking foe first Test 

^Itwas a remarkable reversal of fortune for the South Africans, 
who had been bowled out for 200 in the first innings compared to 

S M^f-fo^natch Allan Donald mmedlihe^ 
remarkable spell of fast bowling, taking 5-54 to rout Sn Lanka tor. 

a second innings 122. 


points when his long sha deflect¬ 
ed off Buffalo defenseman Bob 


viuw uu«> --- 

winless (0-2-1) and managed only 
oaegoal. 


JR1CE3 ARE AS FOLLOW - An rales 

^VStoSday - MS M&ZS to 10Iwwcte 
[minimum), each additional word NIS 

FRIDAY AND HOUIMY EVE - NIS 
228.1510 wotds (mfcumuB#, each add*- 

S^FmoKs^NiS 388.10 lo, 10 
words, (minimum), each additional woid 

UOHDAY WEDNESDAY and FHj- 

-NW 321“ to 10 wort 

fmin'Swti^h additiofiat word - NIS 

RATE (6 insertions) - NB 468 tor 
10 words (minimum), each addition a 

FOUR-FWDAYS (package)^-^NIS 
602.55 tor 10 wort (mtarmim). each ad- 
djtional wont - NIS toj 5 '. 114075 

MONTHLY (24.tosertion9) - i1140-« 
tor 10 wort (iraiwnuirt, each additional 
word - MS 114.07. 

Rateeere veBd until MAY 311988. 

4r.rn.on 

and Haifa - w» Bl «4*y£ 

and 12 noon Thursday r Hasa. 

For classified enquiries please call 
«w.tai5S44. —^ 


dwellings. 


General_■ 

WHERE TO STAY 

JERUSALEM LCTOGES L™ 
Short md tong term ref tais. 

Bed and breakfast, 

0. Bor 4233. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem Area _ 

TALPIOT, SUPSaHOUSE. 7 ’ + *rm 
room, lorw taim horn July. TA.C. TeL 
02-583-1764. [683 

_ SALES 

CENTRAL BBT MAKEREM^.^ 

^GL^.m02-676^650- [1610Tf 

AHUZA YeiUSHAUYIM, 

[12791]. _ 

WHERETO STAY 

BED & BREAKFAST. WAHMB^ 
mosohere. privale shower. TV in room, 
SErSitma. French Hill, Jerusalem 

Apart own t rartal 

972-2-581-1385. E-Mail. 


dwellings 


jenisalern_Ar^, 
y RENTALS 


habitat real estate 


Jerusalem quality ** l f s *" , " alS 
mail areas - askMaytr 




THE JERUSALEM INN 
Hotal-PrNale BMhnonii^Trtphone-T.V. 
TeL 02-625-27^)7 

Guesthouse - SB. doublee / fanfly 
' rooms 
TeL 02-625-1294 
Bee! value accomodations. 


DWELLINGS 


_ Tel Aviv 

RENTALS 


AZORB CHEN. 5 Hixurloua. fully tur- 
niaiiAd- American standard + doorman. 
YAEL REALTOR I MALDAN TeL 03- 
r2?-6253. 1127021 - 


dwellings 


Sharon Area 
RENTALS 

A*«ssys 

052-522-551. [68} 


COMPUTERS 


_ Jerusalem 

_ FOR SALE _ 

COMPUTER PWNTOto: HP D^el 
520. Panasonic Dot 
lent condition. Tel. 02-873-6580, 02- 
W7P.7P10 INS. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


General 
HOUSEHOLD HELP 

EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 
tor au pairs, domestic help, chMcare and 
caregivers tor Ihe aUerty. 

^attsatsssbsrW 


SITUATIONS VACAN 


_ GENERAL _ 

M/F WORKER. SERIOUS and rwponei- 

bto, tor wortdiw nl^ti ^ & bSStSI 
factory in Tel Aviv. Tel. 03-687-3iM 
[121111 ____ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

IMMEDIATE AU-RAIR JOBS avaBaWe, 
friendliest tamHies. best condajons^tira 
agency with a heart lor the Au Pairs. 
d&U Hwna; (03) 965-9037. 


EXCLUSIVE AU-PAIR AGEN CY In 

sasirrfSKsassK 

894. [11789! 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Dan Region _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

METAPELET, UVE 1N/OUT. with espe¬ 
cially high salary. TeL 03-537-1036. 
(12704} 


SITUATIONS WANTED 



Jerusalem 


LESSONS 

HEBREW / ARABIC / RUSSIAN 
AU languages. Private intonshe + 
JJjJ^^Hebrew Center. TeL 052- 

211-553. 


VEHICLES 


General 
GENERAL 

-jl^r Apn?piTnf ^| 

ommY new «osEP cars 1 

T&XEBEE &TJNBSS1SICTED 

Buying »Sdliag«‘leading 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

_ PASSPORT _ 

NISSAN ALTIMA. 1994, first hand! 
40.000 ton., blue. 4 doors, automatic, 
power steering & door 
ows. immobiliref, dual m tag* ABS. ate. 
mint, S10.500. Tel. 02-561-0583. 
[791835]_ 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

MAZDA MPV, 1996, first hand, from pri- 
vate. excel lent, Ike new, comtortaWe 
and safe, 8 passengers, au alarm ana 

?ir t rLS , 2 5 -S008 IU ^^9. 

{16068}___ 


unrestricted CBUriSI 


SEAT IBIZA 1.6 L. first owner, 30.000 

ssd, d jsin?:sss.«&t 


HOUSEHOLD HELP 

PERSONABLE HOUSEKEEPER 40. 
with references, educated, speaks Rus¬ 
sian and English. She cooks, cleans, 
and can care lor up to 2 children. Pre- 
fers sleep-in. TeL c£563-2&44 [1271Q 


. PASSPORT 

1997 VOLKSWAGEN POLO. 1 
5 door. 5 speed, a/c. «IcubteteT bags. 
ABS, red. TeL 063-82 8-177 pW619} 

CITROEN SAXO L4i,19S7. ta^hand^ 

whle, 4doors. 18.000 kA|*W 
+ alarm. CD, double an b«- 
windows, power stearins- Td- ua-***- 
8917. [791957] _ 

UNRESTRICTED 

WTSUB1SH1 GALANT 1994 ®^Cffnahc, 

power steering. tovnoMbfi*-** 
gain price 80,000 ^atolls1* 
new car nest month. Ariju' X®: 
03-517-6248. Home 09-957-5656. Car 
TeL 052-588-793. 


MITSUBISHI SUPER 

automatic, power-steai 

62.000 NIS, or only 59,000 

delivery. TeL Danny (offlwi^fJJ^g 

evenings or weekend (bon* 1 08 

4482. [791837] 


n55SR«a*ff§ 

(work). [790654] 


Wanted: • Energ rf,c and | 

motivated person 'P 
available textile, plastic.. rnm, 
paper and chemical eq ul P ment 
for sale in Israel, Russia- £ 

Ex-Russian Republic. ... ? 

Must speak acceptable f n ®'vV 10 
Fax mfbrmation to Vid^ Lebron ! 
abOO-l-864-576- 72 ^ 

TeL 00-1-864-S74j32i- 


SUBARU STATION, 1988, 1-® 
American model. Pwlh 
brakes, a/c, rado/lape. 87,000 km. Win 
service book, la* owner, one oJ a kind. 
TeL 02-993-1493. 050-316-715 (NS). 
[15477] 

HYUND1 H-100 MINI bua. 19®. 10 pas- 
tront/rear, a/c. 68.000 Iotm^ 
■ial o.s ralioftape. alarm. 2.4 cc eng«ie. 
nins^. iooka R®P“ L 
11.500 under book). TeL te-993-1580. 
050-316-715 (NS). (15476] 

1994 VOLVO 940 GL Saloon lor sale. 

S Sta. only 37 000 km lul 

dealer service record. Phone Derek or 
Judie. TeL 02-533-0345. 

mazDA 323.1995. GLX. automatic, year 
lesL 1st hand, all additions, alarm, ra- 
riin-iaoe weti-cared, 43,000 km., lis t 
~to aP ™ mEm5?821.^^02-534^373. 
[127191 


VEHICLES 


_ Tel Aviv 

UNRESTRICTED 

BMW 320 I, 1993, while, 90.000 ton., 
first hand. cacceUenl gondittoaa" docu ' 
monts. TeL 03-699-0128. [791846] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon Area 


PASSPORT 


1994 TWINGO 1.200 CC manual, air 
COTditioned, Tourist onty, 39.000 km pu^ 
pie. 1st hand, meat IWe car l9.000 N.LS. 
fee quk*. It wTSIbe wW^Col" 09-74*.- 
9517. 052-423-327. [791832] 


VEHICLES 


_ Sharon Area _ 

1994 GRAND CHEROKEE,, white, au- 
tomatic. stereo, air-oondilionmg, tun 
leather, very clean * outstanding 
Trade in car or cash. Colm. TeL K«- 
423327, 09-742-9517. 

RAT MAREA STATION wagon ELX. 
1998, metallic silver, automatic, 1.0 
Her, air bag s, stereg par, tow 
passport lo passport. Tel 09-765-7682. 
[791848] 

1992 GOLF, 3 door. red. 1.8, power- 
steering, air conditioning, tourist onty, 
very nice car. 53,000 ton., to.900, ^Jidc 
sale, radio-lape. Colin. Tel. 09-742- 
9617, 052-423327. [790705] 

1993 - 4 BMW 3251. melaHic maroon, 
first hand, manual, air conditioned, pow¬ 
er steering, sun roof, outelanding ow. 
Available April/ Conn.ToLOB^A 9 - 
29517. Tel. 052-423-327. [791971] 

UNRESTRICTED 

I'M BUYING SELLING trading lax tree 
and unrestricted cars, tourist Lmrregrants 
diplomats . anyone who wmits1a.good 

fc»1^37 B 1?9% Tel 


1 Snws "Jonto MW Kh payment enclosed (minimum 10 words) 

coupon! “S’ 8 

1 n AT1MPS fFULLWEEK) U MONIM 


□ ONE.mElHSeroon □ 4 FRIDAYS 

□ 3 TIMES MTIMTH 

□ 6 TIMES (FULL WEEK) ° l “"™ 

,jl/ starting Dale--I 

s“»^ rates on this page. Deduct 10% if y^ me ^ co ^". | 

-m Classification.-Geographical Area- ■ 

"111 No refunds tor early cancellation of senes. _■ 

DFF — ■ 

- y _ __ A ddress--- 

Nam Phnnn Credit Card- No - B 

City_Phone__--- - ■ 

IDNo_——-—-- 

Exp,rydat ^___ __I 

Q Please send receipt- _.__ n m 

MAIL TO: ADS COUPON SPECIAL, P.O^oxSl^erusal^^^ 

■ 


_Address- 

.Credit Card- 

JD No—- 

S ignatur 


Ernsi'.'. portico % 


211030- , 

I^CIAL INTRODUCTORY CLASSIFIED OtrtK*. 

vour used «r clashed ad... .t. ««»*“ 


We vvantyour 

-so we're malong jinhe Jerusalem Post for only: 

YpW^^clasdiied carafl ^^ 

>WkTf V MIS 88.50 for one full month^ 

_ i lN Li anr 117 no for two full months _ 


And that lsn«t a (2 NIS 52.65: one month NIS 79.65-. two months NIS 105.30) 

1. Save 10% on above prices fusing the 

2. You get up to 25 words, to ^ ^ gmat your ou- ^ 

3. You may upgrade from package, iv P^S ^ cancel ad. If you sell the car, but no refunds. Paymee 

TERMS OF POBUCKnOI* ”“* ** <£ ^^i or creTcarcl. 
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‘It don’t mean a 


Geveland is counting on the IndiapS 



NEW YORK (AP) - Two tanra- 
iizing outs. 

The Cleveland Indians came mat 
close to winning their first World 
Series in 49 years last season. 
Despite three straight AL Central 
crowns and two 
league champi¬ 
onships in three 
.years, the Indians 
want it all- ■*«,=&& > 

“We're just not • = ' 

thinking about get¬ 
ting there (the World Senes) or 
gening ready," shortstop Omar 
Vizquel said. ’‘We’re thinking 
about winning the whole thing." 

So are the New York Yankees. 
.Baltimore Orioles and Seattle 
Mariners. But with their talented 
hitters and just enough pitching, 
the Indians should repeat as AL 
champions. The Yankees and 
Orioles will slug it out in the East, 
while the Mariners — as long as 
they have Randy Johnson — are 
the class of the West 

General manager John Hart has 
revamped the Indians again. Third 
baseman Matt Williams, pitcher 
Orel Hershiser and center fielder 
Marquis Grissom are gone; Travis 
Fryman is at third, Dwight 
dooden is a starter, and look 
who’s back in center — Kenny 
Lofton, just a year after being 
dealt to Atlanta for Grissom. 

The Indians’ starting rotation is 
thin but, with talent in the minors. 
Hart coaid get some help. 
Johnson, maybe? Jerry Manuel — 
one of four first-year AL managers 
skippers — will try and keep the 
White Sox close enough that die 
club won’t trade all its pitching 
like last season. Frank Thomas 
and Albert Belle's second year 
together should be more produc¬ 
tive. 

With the expansion Tampa Devil 
Rays joining die AL East, die 
Detroit Tigers are now in the 
Central and Milwaukee is back in 
the NL. 

• Kansas City should \mprove on 
67 wins of last year, while the 
Twins might be playing their final 
season in Minnesota. 

In the winter’s biggest trade, the 
Yankees solved two major prob¬ 
lems —jJeadoff and second base 
— by getting Chuck Knoblauch 
from Minnesota. Knoblauch and 
Chili Davis at DH give the 
Yankees a slight edge over the 

•New YorkV-success, however,^ 
will ddptfftFdrTthe health^*; 
fragile starting rotation. David 
Cone returns from his second 
operation in two years, Andy 
Fettitfe has a troublesome back 
and Hideki Irabu is still learning 
American baseball customs. 

Ray Miller inherits a veteran 
squad in Baltimore. He’s planning 
to utilize a closer-by-committee 
strategy with Randy Myers gone 
to Toronto. 

Unable to agree to a long-term 
deal or find a team willing to 
trade, the Mariners will begin the 
season with Johnson as their ace. 
If die bullpen improves, Seattle 
could exceed 90 wins. 

A hamstring injury limited Ken 
Griffey Jr. to three homers in July. 
Still, last year’s MVP hit 56 — die 
eighth-highest total in history — 
and will rake another run at Roger 
Maris’ record of 61 — which also 
came in an expansion year. 

A look at the AL in predicted 
order of finish: 



his range provides the perfect 
complement to shortstop Derek 
Jeter (.291,70 RBIs). 

Bemie Williams’ contract nego¬ 
tiations turned ugly this winter 
before the Yankees agreed to pay 
him $8.25 million 
for ’98. Paul 
O’Neill (.324, 21 
homers, 117 
RBIs), Williams 
-r 7 (328,21,100) and 
Tino Martinez (44, 
141) give the Yanks the best 3-4-5 
punch in the league, and with 
Chili Davis (30, 90) in the No. 6 
slot, there’s no one to pitch 
around. 

Mariano Rivera finished with 43 
saves in his fust year as a closer in 
’97, and few teams can boast die 
lefty-righty setup combination 
like Mike Stanton (6-1) and Jeff 
Nelson (club-record 77 appear¬ 
ances). 


Toronto Bine Jays 
If Myers does for die bullpen 
what Roger Clemens did for the 
stalling rotation, the Jays could be 
•.‘in die wfld-card-hunE - • - • 
/Demons was brilliaiitin his first 
year in Toronto;winning 21 games 
and another Cy Young Award. He 
became the first AL pitcher to lead 
the league in wins, strikeouts 
(292) and ERA (2.05) since Hal 
Newhouser in 1945. 

With Pat Hentgeo (15-10) capa¬ 
ble of winning 20 games. Woody 
Williams (9-14) maturing and 
Juan Guzman looking good fol¬ 
lowing September shoulder 
surgery, the Jays could have one of 
the AL’s strongest starting groups. 

And Myers (131 ERA) can only 
help a team that played 59 one-run 
games last season. 

AD rookie manager Tim Johnson 
needs are some hitters. Toronto's 
.244 team batting average was 
baseball’s worst last year. Emerging 
star Jose Cruz Jr. (26 homers in 104 
games) and Carlos Delgado (30 
HRs) give the lineup some pop, but 
they’ll have to drive in runs to com¬ 
pensate for the loss of Carter. 


EAST 

New York Yankees 
As he begins his 25th season of 
ownership, George Steinbrenner 
seems as determined as ever to get 
his team back to the World Series. 

Unable to land Pedro Martinez 
or Johnson, Steinbrenner person¬ 
ally took over the Knoblauch 
negotiations so die talented sec¬ 
ond baseman wouldn’t slip away. 

Knoblauch (.291 average, 62 
steals) is the leadoff hitler the 
Yankees have sorely needed. And 


Boston Red Sox 
Remember the days when $75 
million could bay you more than a 
17-game winner? That’s how 
much the Red Sox spent for Pedro 
Martinez’s services for the next 
six years. The right-hander can 
throw four pitches for outs, and 
last year with Montreal, he 
became the first pitcher since 
Steve Carlton in 1972 to strike oat 
300 with an ERA under 2.00. 

Now the Sox have to worry 
about their most popular player. 
Mo Vaughn. Vaughn was cleared 
of drunk driving charges this 


NHL box scores and standings 


Otam 


0 0 1 0—1 
oi oo—i 
FM Penod—Nona. Second Period—1, 
Pittsburgh, Barnes 29 (Francis. Ofcsrsson). IB:id 
(pp). Third Period—2. Onawa. Anodson 7 
if. Van Men). 5:22. Overtime—None. 
-None. GoaBss—Ottawa, Rhodes. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 


Pmatuoh. Scuta, WreggeL A—14.322 


Florida 0 2 0-4 

Chicago 0 0 0—4 

R«l Period—None. Second Period—i. 


641.4. Florida. Kozlov 14 (Csrkner). 19:19 (sh- 
en). Gca P es Florid a . Vtefctesbrauck. Chicago. 
Hackee. A—17.880 


P W ad t p Ma 021-3 

CaroBrra 0 0 _t—1 

Ftal Period—Nona Second Period—1. 
PNtadefpNa. LeCtair 44 tBrinffAmour. McGfis). 
4:12 tort. 2. Praadfliphla. Zubrns 7 (DesjarcSre. 
Padeirt), 4:46. Irani Period-3. Carobia. 
Sheppard 15 (Primaau, Emerson), S34 {pp). 4. 
Philadelphia Podein 10 (LeCtao). 1B:14. 
GoeiOJ—fllaadol 0 hta.BU^«e.C&rI*rra.Xidd.A— 
15LZ16 (15X2). 



W 

L T 

Pts GF 

GA 

x-HwJfney 

45 

19 9 

99 

203 

140 

niBadripfa 

37 

24 II 

85 

2D 

171 

itahspen 

33 

28 II 

77 

190 

184 

N.IRansn 

22 

33 18 

62 

181 

206 

Hlblnden 

24 

37 10 

58 

185 

204 

Florida 

2! 

39 12 

54 

174 

225 

Tampa Bar 

16 

46 9 

41 

139 

228 

Northeast Division 




x-Phisburgb 

36 

20 17 

89 

202 

168 

Nonna! 

34 

29 9 

77 

212 

183 

Boston 

32 

26 13 

77 

186 

167 

Buffalo 

31 

26 IS 

77 

183 

165 

Ottawa 

28 

31 8 

69 

168 

179 

CzdEiq 

29 

35 7 

65 

175 

193 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 


Buffalo 


2-2 


0 0 

0 1 3-4 

Fa* .Pendd—Nona Second Perfect—1 
EMroi, Hol ro tran 5 (Mironov. Kozlov). 337 (pp) 
Thinf Period—2. Buflato. Audette 20 (Hafcdr 
34,3. Detratt. Yzemran 21 (McCarty), 3:40 
4. Detroit, Draper 12 (Brown. LapoWe). 611.5 
Deft*. Yzerman 22 (Murphy), 11:03 (sh). 6. 
Bufiafe. Kruse 7 (Ray. Zhftnfc). 1723.Goa6ee— 
Baft*. Has*. Detroit. Osgood. A-IBR83 


New Jersey 0 1 0-1 

(Mae 1 2 0-3 

Fieri Period—1, Dates, Carixmeau 7 [Keane. 
Matt**). 1331. Second PBriod-2. Date, 
Adams 9 (HaUtcri.132.3. Net* Jersey. Badger 
» (Andreychuk. Eta}. 12*5 (pp). 4. Data. 
Adarra 10 (perbonmau. Keane). 1357. nw 
FMod—Nona. Gotetes Naw Jersey. Bodeur. 



W 

L T 

Pts GF 

GA 

x-flaJfcB 

43 

18 II 

97 

214 

143 

x-Demw 

39 

20 15 

93 

225 

rr? 

St. [mis 

38 

26 8 

84 

211 

172 

Cheap 

29 

32 B 

70 

178 

I7B 

Fhomt 

28 

32 12 

68 

193 

202 

Iwro 

26 

37 9 

61 

165 

205 

Pacific Dhnsiofl 





x-Cbtoradc 

37 

20 16 

90 

214 

180 

[fflJnjde 

33 

27 II 

77 

205 

192 

Etfanomifl 

28 

35 ID 

66 

183 

202 

Sanjox 

29 

36 7 

65 

177 

191 

Cdp»r 

24 

35 13 

61 

193 

215 

Andein 

24 

38 II 

59 

180 

227 

bane 

r22 

39 13 

57 

203 

253 

x-dtnehed pbyoff berth 







Baltimore Orioles 

Baltimore’s everyday lineup 
doesn't have a single player under 
age 30. That’s not to say die club 
is ready to start receiving Social 
Security checks, but it does point 
to the necessity to win now. 

The O’s were only the third AL 
team to go wire-to-wire last year, 
but the season ended in a shocking 
ALCS loss to Cleveland. 

Davey Johnson was fired hours 
before being selected manager of 
the year, a p.r. nightmare for 
majority owner Peter Angelos. 

Miller's biggest problem will be 
replacing Myers’ 45 saves. 

Armando Benitez (2.45 ERA, 9 
saves) may be the long-term solu¬ 
tion. 

Second baseman Roberto 
Alomar, limited to 112 games by 
injury in '97, and Rafael Palmeiro 
(38 HRs, 110 RBIs) should post 
huge numbers in the last years of 
their current contracts. 

Mike Mussina (15-8) could be 
on the brink of superstardom. 
Jimmy Key (16-10), Scott 
Erickson (16-7) and Scott 
Kamieniecld (10-6) give tire O’s 
one of baseball’s most solid start¬ 
ing foursomes. Doug Drabek 
could figure as a No. 5. 


STILL SPRY - Orioles 3B Cal Ripken is 


spring, but has accused the club of 
smearing his reputation while the 
first baseman seeks a long-term 
contracL 

This spring, the Sox did lock up 
Rookie of the Year shortstop Nomar 
Garciapana for the next five years. 
His hitting — .306, 30 HRs, 9S 
RBIs — is extraordinary, but he 
needs to tighten his defense. 

= ' So. does the iest jof the team.. 
While'Boston led the league in hit-' 
tingi ifalso made-13 5" errors. 

Jim Leyritz, playing for his 
fourth team in three years, gives 
the Red Sox a leader and depend¬ 
able catcher. He'll have to handle' 
a pitching staff that, aside from 
Martinez, is weak, with knuckle- 
bailer Tun Wakefield (12-15) the 
most proven arm. 
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Ihmpa Bay Devil Rays 

Wade Boggs, Fred McGriff, 
Dave Martinez, Paul Sorrento, 
Wilson Alvarez and Roberto 
Hernandez. Hey, for an expansion 
team, these guys might not be half 
bad. 

General manager Chuck 
Lamar’s idea was to blend veter¬ 
ans with fresh faces, and it’ll be 
manager Larry Rothschild's task 
to find the right mix. 

Boggs, who grumbled about 
playing time with the Yankees, 
needs 200 hits to reach 3.000. The 
39-year-old third baseman will get 
the at-bats as long as he stays 
healthy and productive. Former 
Phillie Kevin Stocker will start at 
shortstop, with Miguel Cairo the 
likely starter at second. 

McGriff, Sorrento and former 
Indian Herbert Perry will all see 
time at first bass and DH. John 
Flaherty will start behind the plate. 
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CENTRAL 
Cleveland Indians 
On Jim Thome’s birthday last 


With aJ 
Thomas 
Sox wer 
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’til we get the ring 

0 get serious after last season’s near miss 


with Frank Castillo, Scott Sanders 
and Tim Worrell in the mix... 

Leadoff hitter Brian Hunter led 
the majors with 74 steals last sea¬ 
son, and centers a strong outfield 
with Bobby Higgrnson (27 HRs, 
101 RBIs) m right and Luis 
Gonzalez (68 RBIs) in left. 

Tony Clark (32,117), the club’s 

6 -foot -7 slugger, is one of base¬ 
ball ’s most underrated players. 


fost baseman, MdAn^r4a^ 

baseman Joey Cora (-MX g hrtt fae 
leg weights this winter m Dopes of • 
improving on his six steals* 


Horse and still counting. 


(Reuters) 
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iians paid tribute to 
lan by hiking up 
Thome^lpes. This, 
ib is trying a new. 
mt, wearing “Team 
s. On the backs, the 
| don’t mean a thing 
ring.” And again, 
iould get in the way 
finally getting some 


counting on post- 
ft Wright for 15 or 
season. The 22- 
remarkable poise 
kt now he’ll have to 


much pressure on himself. Third 
baseman Robin Ventura played in 
only 54 games after breaking his 
ankle. And the club traded its best 
pitchers while still in contention.- 

So long as the Sox don’t match 
their 8-17 April of last season or 
dump any more salaries, Manuel’s 
club should contend for a wild 
card. 

Thoraa&.$&4?£ 35 s HRsg id 25 
RBIs) amTBeUej^O, 116)'are the 
most feared 1 -I'punch in baseball. 
Thomas could be used az DH with 
Mario Valdez, 23, at first base. 

Ventura will hit fifth, followed 
by Magglio Ordonez, a Rookie of 
the Year favorite. Ordonez, a right 
fielder, was the American 
Association MVP in ’97 and bat¬ 
ted 319 in 21 games after a callup. 

The club signed troubled out- 
fielder-DH Wil Cordero tins 
spring. 


Kansas City Royals 
■ After nying a youth movement 
and finishing last for the first time 
in their history, the Royals brought 
in veterans last season. 

Didn’t work—they were in the 
Central’s basement again. 

Manager Tony Moser’s club 
might be a little better this yeai; 
bat not much. 

Workhorse Kevin Appier (9-J 3) 
underwent shoulder surgery this 
spring and is expected to be oat at 
lease until the All-Star break. - 
Tim Belcher (13-12) is the only, 
proven commodity on the staff.' 

Closer Jeff Montgomery came 
back from shoulder surgery with a 
strong second half but the ballpen 
was brutal, earning a major-league 
low 29 saves while blowing 21. 

Jeff Conrne, one of the many 
Marlins now elsewhere, will start 
in left field, while die club hopes 
center fielder Johnny Damon 
(375,16 steals) fulfills his poten¬ 
tial. 

Minnesota Twins 
They traded iheir best player this 
winter and could be spending their 
next one in a new state. 

Owner Carl Pohlad has been 
doing all he can to convince legis¬ 
lators to give him a new stadium. 
If he doesn’t get one, he's likely to 
sell the team to a North Carolina 
investor. 

Tom Kelly, in his 13 th year as 
manager, will get the most out of 
what little be has, including a solid 
No. 1 starter in Brad Radke, 20-10 
last year when the club had only 
68 victories. 

Bob Tfewksbury, 37, is die only 
other returning starter with at least 
eight wins. Greg Swindell was 
effective in switching to a long 
reliever (7-4, 3.58) after being a 
career starter; and Rick Aguilera, 
36, had 26 saves last year after a 
failed try at being a starter. 

Knoblauch’s departure has sent 
Todd Walker from third to second. 

, i Walker hit only 337 in 52 
; games after being productive in 
die minors. Paul Molitor showed 
there is life after 40, hitting 305 
with 89 RBIs. 


Anaheim Aog^s, 

There they were, tied for fnst 
place in mid-August, when die 
Angels found a new way to£U. 

In die span of 10 days,mfelder 
Tony Phillips was busted fordnigs 
and pitcher Chuck Finfegr. and 

rookie catcher Todd Gre«iej*oke 
their wrists. Anaheim finished six 
giiwm back of the Mannets^fat if 
they can stay healthy, the Aigels 
will give the Mariners a run^- - 

Edison Field has been renoftated ■ 
with die fences moved ba^k 12 
feet in the alleys and four feet in. 
center. That will give center add¬ 
er Jim Edmonds more roOfj to 
make acrobatic catches- . .i 

Darin Erstad isn’t a typicaT&st 
baseman. He bars leadoff an-led 
the club with 23 steals inLS7,. 
Garret Anderson (303, 92 RBIs) 
and 71m Salmon (129 RBIs) Sank 
Edmonds, giving toe Angels, one 

of the AL’s premier outfields. 

Cecil Fielder was signed phis 
winter as die DH and should have - 
plenty of chances to drive in ins. 
Gary DiSarcina is an underrated 
shortstop and Randy Velarde is 
back at second after m issing-fast 
season with an elbow injury. . - 
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f ee Jackson, Paul 
and Eric Plunk, 
largrove has some 
: setup men. 
Jthy, he’ll score 
with Thome (40 
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White Sox 
rile joining Frank 

I lineup, the White 
sed to move past 
: Central. So what 
may have put too 


Detroit Tigers 

No longer die league’s patsies, 
the young Tigers aren’t far from 
being winners. 

They finished 79-83 in ’97, a 
giant leap from their ’53-109 
record in ’96, and a weaker divi¬ 
sion could have Buddy Bell’s 
squad hanging around all year. 

Detroit’s turnaround can be 
traced to improved defense and 
pitching. The Tigers became the 
first team to go from worst to first 
in fielding percentage and lowered 
their team ERA from an AL- 
record 638 to 456. 

Left-hander Justin Thompson 
(15-11) has the ability to win 20 
ga m e s this year and might have 
last season with a little more help. 
The Tigers scored only 11 runs in 
his losses. 

Brian Moehler showed pro mise 
as a rookie, shutting out Atlanta in 
one of his 31 starts. The rest of the 
starting rotation is a little shaky 


WEST ' 

Seattle Mariners 

The club listened to offers for 
Johnson but didn’t bear one that it 
liked. Johnson didn’t hear what be 
liked, either. ■ • 

*Tve brought a lot to the table 
for the Mariners, and I haven’t got 
the same back from them,” said 
die 6 -foot -10 left-hander, upset 
feat the team won’t discuss a new 
contracL 

Johnson was. 20-4 last season 
with a 238 ERA and 291 strike¬ 
outs, leading the M's to their sec¬ 
ond division title in three years. 

They’ll have trouble winning 
another without him. 

Along with Johnson, Jeff 
Fassero (16-9) and Jamie Moyer 
(17-5) give the M’s the best trio 
of lefty starters in the game. The 
bullpen is where the problems 
lie. 

Seattle led the majors' with 26 
blown saves. Closer Heathcliff 
Slocurob was 0-9 last season, but 
did save 10 of II chances after 
coming over in a trade wife 
Boston. 

The offense win be exceptional. 
Griffey will post his usual num¬ 
bers, as will DH Edgar Martinez 
(330, 108 RBIs) and Jay Buhner 
(40, 109). David Segui is the new 


Texas Rangers 

Scariest news out of spring 
trainin g? J nan Gonzalez is in fie 
best stupe of his life. 

He already looked like he was 
chiseled out of stone,. but ^ 
worked with a trainer this wafer 
in hopes of playing a full season. 
Injuries caused Gonzalez to b&s 
29 games last year but he still 
ished third in the league in' 

(42) and RBIs (139). 

Ivan Rodriguez’s 313 
was the highest by an AL 
in26 years,.and he’s durable, 
mg in 150 games a year ago 

First baseman Will Clark L 
been able to stay healthy the 
few years, and his leadership 
numbers are essential for 
Rangers tocontend. 

Texas s trengthened its 
up die middle by signing 
baseman Luis Aficea and t 
back Kevin Elster; who __ 
career year in ’96 for die Ran 
before gejm to Pittsburgh :t ' 

-Lefr-hand* Dairen OT 
12 ) showedjast year he 
No. 1 starter; but after him, 
cut pool drops off signifl 
John jgurketf (9-12, 456 
and Aaron Selp. (13b^ 2 at T 
need to produce. ' 

So does die bullpen. With _ 
exception of John Wetteland (31 
saves, 1.91) there was little help 
from die relievers last season. 





Oakland Athletics 

It’s hard to be optimistic when 
your biggest off-season acquisi¬ 
tions are Rickey Henderson and 
Kenny Rogers. 

Rogers finally got away from 
the Yankees after two miserable 
years in Steinbrenner’s doghouse. 
'Die left-hander immediately 
becomes the ace of a staff that will 
include Tom Candiotti, Mike 
Mohlei, Ariel Prieto and Jimmy 
Haynes. 

Henderson; 39, baseball’s career 
leader with 1,231 stolen bases, 
begins his fourth tour with the A's, 
where he has spent 11 of his IS 
years. The club is hoping he can 
generate more fan interest and 
provide leadership. 

With Marie McGwire gone, 
Jason Giambi (393, 81 RBIs) is 
now the everyday first baseman. 
Scott Spiezio wiD start at second 
with Kurt Abbott at short The A’s 
are excited about Miguel Tejada’s 
defense and tfae pop in his bat He 
could push past Abbott before 
long. 


NBA box scores and standings 
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CRITICS’ CHOICE 


WHAT'S ON 



CLASSICAL music 

MichAel Ajzenstadt 
i--—^- 

N."fhe final , stage of die Ninth 
International Artur Rubinstein 
Master Piano Competition con- 
■ tinues tonight(8‘-30) at the Mann 
yVoditorium in Tfel Aviv, where 
fluee of the six finalists perform: 

Italian Cario Guailoli performs 
Schumann’s piano concerto, 

Italian jRlippo Gamba plays 
Brahms’s first piano concerto, 
and Russian Vitaly Samoshko 
plays Rachmaninov's third piano 
concerto. 

Philippe Entremont leads the Laya Siiber a 
Israel Chamber Orchestra in mgdhie’ in an ir 
Wolf’s ' Italian Serenade , 

Schoenberg’s Ode to Napoleon 

Bonaparte and Walton’s Facade with bass-baritone 

Lieuwe Visser as soloist. Tonight in Ness Zlona, 

- tomorrow and Thursday at the Tel Aviv Museum 
(&30). : „ , . . 

The Silesian String Quartet from Poland ana 
1 pianist/composer Zigmond Krauze play rhnac by 
Mozart, Szymanowski, Krauze and Beethoven 
tonight at thelbl Aviv Museum (&30). 

The Art of ComposidOT Towards *e 21 st Ceatury 

symposium at the Jerusalem Rubin Academy tor 
Music and Dance continues today with discussions 
■about technology in music (4:00) and a concert 
(&30) of world premieres by 
Jerusalem Rubin Academy including Odea Asat, 
Joseph Mar Haim, Oded Zehavi and many others 
performed by Academy faculty members at the 
Wise Auditorium. 

REVUE 

• Rum Beloff-Begun _ 

From Gershwin to Second Avenue artfully com- 
bines a sdection of Gershwin’s immortal gems with 
some of the charming ditties of the Second Avenue 
Yiddish Theater: Through song, dialogue and narra¬ 
tion, as well as pointed musicalparanel^fterevue 
illustrates the dose connection between Gershwin s 


and Willi am Weise! recreate the ‘goldene 
inventive Gershwin revue. 

music and his Jewish roots. Performed by Laya 
SDber and William Weisel, with stage direction by 
Robert Binder and Johnny Klug. Tonight m the 
main auditorium of Jerusalem's Alyn Hospital m 
Ein Kerem (84 Shmaryahu Levin Street) at 7:40 
pjn. Admission is NIS 50. All proceeds go to Alyn 
Children's Hospital and Rehabilitohon Cento--For 
• further information, call Adele at (02) 624-7203. 

FILM 

Adina Hoffman 

L . -- “ 

**** THE SWEET HEREAFTER — The 
! nave beauty of Canadian director Atom Egoyans 
\ film dawns on us slowly, its power diffused as if by 
' a time-release capsule. In the simplest terms, the 
1 movie (based on a Russell Banks novel) tells *e 
' story of a deadly school-bus accident and itspainful 
effect on the residents of one small town. But the 
intricate narrative structure of Egoyan s senpi — 
■which weaves back and forth across the course of 
two years- bestows on the film the shifting, emg- 
■ made quality of memory itself. As the film pro- 
" cresses, our understanding of the central catastrophe 

5 is subtly colored and altered by all Aral’s preceded 
r and aD that we know will follow. With Ian Holm. 
z (Not recommended for children.) 
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Home Delivery of 

TTTra JERUSALEM 


Please direct 
^aUinqiilries 

to tet - 

177-022-2278 


ACROSS 

I Denied turn to a little boy 
and became base (11) 

9 Time to return to a region 
(4) 

10 Flat-finding agency (6-5) 

II It throws light on a possible 
bloomer (4) 

14 The last person to be a snob 

(7) , . 

18 A relative right xn the 
midst of trouble (7) 

17 Bears disguised weapon. (5) 

18 Where cricketers practise 
patl-TlftS (4) 

19 One vessel accommodates 
one rowing crew (4) 

20 Course must be if you steer 

wrongly (5) 

22 Gave a caning— 
exhausted! (7) 


eras 


23 A medley of jazz mmac in 
Portuguese resort (7) 

24 Dines in style at smart 
restaurants (4) 

28 Honour saint at home, in a 

ynanner of Speaking (ID 

29 Continue being visibly a 
stupid person (4) 

30 Special band for the mntrh 
04) 

DOWN 

2 Point to agent in sight (4) 

3 Where big lake is rising? 

(4) ^ 

4 Competitors mating 

records (7) 

5 They’re used for cutting 
spindles (4) 

6 Eeyore’s upset by blemish 
(7) 


■ CHANNEL 1 (11) 

630News Bash 
&31 Navs in Arabic 
&4S Good Morning 


■ EDUCATIONAL TV 

(ID 

830 Hearing IheCaB 
830 An Workshop 
930 Science aid 
Nature 

104)0 Programs tar the 
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■ WHOLE EASTTV 
(24/Z7) 

ISM TV Shop 
1530 Body Bectric 
164)0 Base Training 
1630 The 700 Club 
174» Leery King 
1&00 Artur 
1823 Madeleine 
1 B-4 S Rahy 
I9ria Jack Hanna 
1935 WaiTBIfou 
Hare Kids 
204)0 Showbiz 
20410 World News 
Tonight (Arabic) 
2140 Ed SuSvan 
21:25 Acapufco Hear 
2225 The Cape 

234)5 Sirens_ 

0030 The 700 Chib 
0030 CNN News 


114)0 Engteh wk sirens 

004)0The 700 Qub 

IgOS^weand oftSOCNNNews 

13a00 Geography 
13430 Animation 
16c15 National Bible 
Quiz BOV 3 {33} 

■ CHANNEL 1 (11) BmaTOastsaBer coverage 


Griffin Dunne about a 
mother and son efisew- 

ering hippie attire. 
With Kale Capstan. 
14:50 The Christmas 
Box (1995) -a rich 
widow takes in a sla- 

tu&consdous yiBp© 
anditistemikWioi 
Maureen OHata. 
Annette O'Toole and 
Kdsey Mutrooney 
1625 Truman Capote* 
One Christmas (1995) 
- drama about an 
e#t-year-oM boy who 
is sent during the 
1330s to spend 
Christmas wto he 
tattler, whom he barely 
knows. Vfltti Henry 
Wlnkier and Katharine 
Hepburn 
17250 New in Die 
Cteerna 




1530 Super Ben and 
Zap 1 

1&3SX Men 
1630 Byker Grwe 
IftaOZapzaps 
1639 A New Evening 
17s34Ctose-UP-yoiXh 
to the shadow of cm* 
18:15 News m Engish 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 
1830 Apropo-current 


194)0 News 

Hebrew programs 
1930 News flash 
1951 The Simpsons 
1853 Famed on the 
Street 

204X) News 

20:45 Mine Host Mara 

Ptei'or 

21S55 Lotto Draw 
224)0 Brooldyn South 
22*5 First Person- 
with Ram Bron 
2325 Filmed on the 
Street 

2330 News 

004)0 Versed the Day 
■ CHANNEL 2 (22) 



7 One an the board making 
plans (11) 

8 Clip-joint? (7,4) 

12 Admit the account needs 
information (11) 

13 The concept of 
absent-mindedness (11) 

15 Was angry getting a bad 
grade (5) 

16 Short and direct (5) 

20 Cotton on a reel is in a 
tangle (7) 

21 Admitted being deceived? 

(5,2) 

25 R idi"g - <w t" K,illlllYiant ^ oss 
(4) 

26 What some of the beat 
artistes do (4) 

27 First ride on a new horse 
(4) 


SOLUTIONS 


I ra a □ aa^azjncBB 

aaniuQu □ o mu 

aasQflnaa a a Q 
□ □ b [fi aaniOHS 
□Hnasudo □ _ £]„ 
a d □^aaonsB 
b 9 □ a □ 
aaBBDQBH 

snsHaa e 
n • □ e uiuDQanaa 
nmnssHaa a 
is a a a oasaao 
□QQHOSaa E B B_ 


Qnic^ Solution 

ACROSS: 1 Epi®, 4 SUenee, | 

Over>»M, 8 Tie, U 

Indoor, 14 Thong, 16 Lobe, 17 SkiM, 

18 Sleep, 30 Normal, 21D«4«“* ■* 

Owl, 26 Peddling, 26 Tyranny, 27 

Ruhr. 

DOWN: 2 Bevel. 3 Err ant, 4 * 

1 OPoSin*«rotT 12 GhySC^e 
IS Burglar, 18 Sampan, 19 Poplar, 
22 Jonah, 23 Idly. 


QUICK CROSSWORD 


Liiuij i a |f 

ISubm mummm 


across 

1 Departure (5> 

4 Ground (7) 
SStraiAten again 

(7) 

9 Demon (5) 

10 Edit (5) 

11 Or weave (anag) 
(7) 

13 Minor road (4) 
15 Conversed (6) 

17 Inn (6) 

20 Golf clnb (4) 

22 Full (7) 

24 Map (5) 

26 Dirt (5) 

27 Visionary (7) 

28 Compress (7) 

29 Entire (5) 


DOWN 
leg Dress (7) 

2 Angry (5) 

3 Grifi (7) 

4 Sinew (6) 

5 Firearin (5) 

6 Mean (7) 

7 Poke (5) 

12 Ban (4) 

14 Mine entrance (4) 

16 Peewit (7) 

18 Very old (7) 

19 Unaffected (7) 

21 Blush (6) 

22 Correct (5) 

23 Upright (5) 

25 Let in (5) 


5j 45 Todays Prag-ams 

555 On the Edged 
the Shelf 
B4X) Cartoons 
&43 Reshel Marring 
94)0 Meetings 
1Q4M Pablo 
114X) The Lifie Cede 
1 £00 Altaian 
wasahaten 
12430 Forest of Legends 

134)0 Boogies Dnsr 
13^0 Zombi 
144)0 Home and Away 
1450 Jureor News 
154)0 Best Video Cflps 
164)0 The BoU and 
theBeauSul 
IttSODifieiBni Driving 
174)0 Five wih Reshef 
17^0 New Zebu Zeh 
184)0 Dream On Mdu 
18^0 Faniy and a Hal 
194)0 Fame LA. 

204)0 News 
20^1 IDF1 

214)5 Candid Camera 
21:50 Dan ShDart Lire 
23^0 Oz-Part 4 
004)0 News 
004)5 Oz. contd- 
0040 Mission Impossbie 

130 Detectives on the 
Wave 

2rl50ntheEdgeof 
the Shea 

■ JORDAN TV (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

174)0 Holy Koran 
17:10 Childrens TV 
1730 Conan the 
Adventurer 
184)0 To Knew More 
194)0 Magazine 

1930 BonJertown 

204»Le Journal 
2Cfc30 News Heatfines 
20^5 Game Shew 
214)0 WhaiWaid^bu 
Do? 

2130 Encourtera 
224)0 Magazine 
22 ri 0 Acapulco Bay 
234)0 News hEngpsh 

23^0 Movie 
[ 14» Metro Crt6 

1^0 Animation 


ol Knesset siring 
164)0 Cartoons 
l&aOAmores 
17S30 Panel cfiscusson 
in Aratkc 

184» Wiseman ol me 
Generations 
194)0 News in Arabc 
19^0 Dodos Talk 
204X) News 
214» Criminal Justice 
224X) Tetetessel 
2230 Showcase 
234)0 Cinema 3 

■ ETV2 (23) 

1530 FWnfl High 
164)0 Splat 
16^0ReaddgDrecfion 
174X) OSvewood 
1730 Nature and Science 
184X) FanBy Ahum 
1&30BSIZ on Cartoons 
194X) Computer Sciences 
19^0 Beginnings 
204X) A New Evening 
20^0 Through Our Eyes 
214X) Muses: The 
Moor Language 
21^5 Israel rap 
224X1 Growing Od to a 
New Age 
234)0 Upsteas 
Downstairs 


— based on a wlSam 
FaAner siory ebout a 

prisoner and apregian 
torn gH in 192/ 


■ CHANNEL 3 


74X) Good Evening 
vrith Guy Pines (ipt) 

7^0 Lomb Story vwth 
Vbesi Siyas (rp*) 

84)0 Sunset Beach 
9riX)One UetoUve 
9945 The \buig and 
Ihe Restless (rat) 

10490 D^s al Or Liras 
1lrl5Duk»Ana(raO 

124)0 Love Bori 
I2s45 Hart to Hart 
1330 John Lanoquette 
144X) Sunset Beach 
14:50 Days of Our 

Lives 

15^6 Murphy Brawn 
164)0 Duke Ana 
17^0 Love Story wSh 
VbssISiyas 
184)0 Good Evermg 
wtti Guy Pines 

18^0 Local Broadcast 
194X>The\bungand 
theResSess 
19s40 Berariy HBs 
90210 

2035 Sabrina, the 
Teenage Wlch 
2fk50BeverlyHBs 
90210 

21S5 Suddenly Susan 
224)0 MairLapd 
22aOSeWeW 
234X) RUd Late 
23^5 Lav and Order 
0030 Babylon 5 
1-20 Lora Bo^ 

■ MCMECHANNB. 

W 

11^0 Rescue Me 
(1993}-a high-school 
studert persuades a 
Vietnam war hero to 
help him free the class 
beauty tom the dutch¬ 
es ol kidnapping thugs. 
VWh Mfchaei Dudkofl 
and Stephen Dorf 
13 TI 0 Seeing Stare: 

The World’s Most 

Desirable Bachelors 
144)0DukB of Groove 
(1995)-short Hm by 


Dippteham and Arfss 
Howard. 

19945 Evening Class 
(1993)-short about 
an encounter between 
a housewife and a 
black man 
2020 A Dangerous 
Place (1994)-a 
teenager wfth a black 
belt n karate decides 
to investigate his broth¬ 
ers suicide. WBh Carrie 
Feklman andTJ. 
Roberts 

224)0The Attack of the 
50-Foot Woman (1993) 
-Poftcalyocfrecl 
remake ol 8ie 1958 schl 
dassjc-WBi Daryi 
Hamah. Daniel Baldwm 
and Ranees Faher 
2330 Last Cal (1995) 
-five friends cannot let 
go ol their cofiege days. 
Wffli Atyssa kfiano 
1:10 Dark Secret 
(1995) - a frustrated 
artist OnaSy vans 
aedrim vwh scriptures 
portraying the la^ 
momwils in the liras a 
people and animals. 
Wfih Anthony WBchael 
Hal 

240 The Next Step 
(1996)-a successful 
dancer agonizes ewer 
the choice between 
temfiy and career 


Simpsons 

Hhiedon 

theStrert 

||muC 

WWra 


line Host 
Men Wer 


Lotto Draw 

i Brooklyn 
I South 


Rrat Person 


Ran8y 

Berariy KBs Bering Mattes 

90210 rtfe yt Married wttfi WXdest 

News 

The Fresh 

Sabrina,the ADsngerous PrinceotBel 

t- „ Pbm Air Raccoon 

dpi Teenage _. 

witch Hetenand Dog 

Bevntviata fire Boys 

CauM Sto araetW tV-npaoe 

Camera ^ 

Suddenly Berariy Mils 

Susai 902U> 

Learning» 

Live VMrLapId The Attack (4 

Lira at 10 the 50-Foot The Sky's Insects 

Woman the Unit 

Seinfeld 

Human 

Nature 

Ricki Lake 


Astaire portrays a war 
hero on leave who 
meets a photographer. 
Wtti Joan Leslie and 
Robert Benchiey 
23^45 Lite With Father 
(1947) -classic tkama 
based on Cferefxre 
Days reminisces ol 
tunrHfilhe century 
cf*fltood.wah Irene 
Dunne. WflBam Pwel, 
Szabeth Taylor and 


i(h30 Santa Barbara 
11S30 The Bold and 
the Beautiful 
124X) HTmcfi programs 
134X)C8y Lies 
1350 Ks a Smal World 

144)0 WWF 

Sujetstars 
154X)HincB programs 
18^0 Star News 
194)0 MtodTtur 


■ CHLDRBIfS) 

fc30 Cartoons 
94)0 Little Bear 
9 rl 0 MdteBefiem Cksd 
9^5 Wily Fogg 
104)6 The Smurfs 
loaORyfegOaseroom 
10:40 Nnaufies 
114 B Flying Classroom 
11:35 Superman 
11945 Bnato the Wd 
124)5 Hying Classroom 
12:15 Moesha (rpt) 

12340 Hardy Brothers 
13:15 Berenstein Bears 
13^30 Oscar and 
Friends 

13s35Ceie6tine 
13410 Surprise Garden 
144)5 OfirarTwist 
14^5 The Smurfs 
154X)FMngaassroom 
IBclONna rUties 
l5c40Rynfl Classroom 
15540 Superman 
164)5 RyingOassroom 
16:15 Ftoad Rons 
16c35 Flying Oassroom 
16415 Diterent VWorid 
174)5 Animaniacs 
17ri7 Hardy Brothers 
17d!5 Flying Classroom 
17945 Siders-reruns 
1830 The Secret 
World ot Alex 
194X) Step by Step 
19^0 Family Matters 
19^0 Married wfih 

Chfidren 
20:15 The Fresh 
Prince dl Bel Air 
2040 Helen and fire Boys 
214)5 Sweet vatefTO 
2130 Berariy Hills 
90210 

■SECOND 

SHCMONGIQ 

22r15 The Sk/S the 
Unfit (1943)- Red 


by Michael Curtiz 

■ CHANNELS 

64)0 Open Uniwrsfiy 
84)5 Two Fat LarSes: 
Lunch (rpt) 

8s40 Dan Pearson 
Qobal Gardens (rpt) 
9:15 CybervBa tat) 
1tfc05 Brahms^ Bn 
Detxsches RecMren 
11-JO Marfiyn Home 
12940 A Haafithy Body 
13^0 Seekers (rpt) 
144)0 Poison People 
14d0 Beyond 
1520 Phobias On Lie 
16:10 Human Nature 
174X) Open Urirarsity 
194)5 A Heaflhy Body 
19:40 WW, Wider. 
Widest 

20^0 Raccoon Dog 
214)0 Cyberspace 
21:50 Learning to Love 
the Insects 
22s40 Human Nature 
2335 Open Unirarefiy 


■ NBC EUROPE 

64X) The News 
74X) Europe Today 
104)0 European 
Money Wheel 
134)0 Inteirfiglfi 
144X) Time and Again 
15500 Europe ft la Carte 
1530 VIP 

164)0 The Today Shew 
174)0 Spencer 
Ctaaian^ WlneCeUar 
1730 Dream House 
1800Time and Agate 
194)0 Flaws ol Fiance 
194)0 VIP 

204)0 Europe Toraght 
2030 The Ticket 
214)0 NCAA: Final Four 

Championship Game 

234)0Tonight Show 
004X) Conan O'Brien 

14X) The Ticket Opt) 
1^0 TonWfi Shew (ipt) 
2^0 NBCNIgli«y News 
34)0 Infemight (rpt) 
44X) VIP (rpt) . 

4:30 Heflo Austria. 
HefloVrerma 
54» The Ticket (rpt) 
5^0 Wines of Italy 

■ STAR PLUS 

64»Kndl programs 
84)0 Oprah Winfrey 
SbDO To fiie Manor Bom 

&30 The X-FBes 


IftOTMader, She Wrote 
20^0 A Question of 
Answers 

214)0 The Bote and 
the Beautitut 
21530 Star News (rpt) 
224)0 Newbart 
2230Baywatoh 
2030 Chartte's Angels 
00^0 Vegas 
14)0 Oprah Writrey 
2^90 Fttfiasy Island 
3^0 HincE programs 
4^0 Good Morning 
Incfia 

■ BBC WORLD 

News on the hour 
7430 Window on 

&30?^Ta! (rrt) 

94)0 The World Today 
lOdO London 
Wemrtonal Boat Show 
ll^OWtedowon 
Europe (rpt) 

1230 Hard Talc (rpt) 
1330 Earth Report 
144X) The Wbrid Today 
1530 Wld World: 

Night ol the Leopard 
164X) World News & 
Business Report 
1630 The Wferid Today 


1330 Wbfld Sport 
1430 American 
Edition 

14:45 WOrid Report 
As They See It 
1530 Digital Jam 
16:15 News & 
Business Asia 
1730 CNN Newsroom 
1630 World Sport 
1930 Showbiz Today 

2D4» Larry King Live 
21:45 American 
Etfifion 

2230 World Business 


2330 Q&A 
004)0 News Europe 
0030 Insight 
14X) Wbrid Business 


1630 The Wfcrid Today 
1730 Hofiday (rpt) 

1830 Hard Tak 
1930 Correspondent 
2030 FBm tSc (rot) 
214)0 The World Today 
2230 HardTA (rpt) 
2330AGoBerts 
Travels: Hawsw 
14X) Wbrid News and 
Business Report 
130 Europe Direct 

205 Wbrid News andr 

Business Report 
24» USA Direct 
230 Window on 
Europe (ryfi) 

330 Fim‘98 (rpt) 

44X) World News and 
Business Report 

■ CNN 

MTOteWnONAL 
News through the day 

805 News Americas 
630 Showbiz Today 
7:15 American Edition 
730 Wbrid Report 
84)0 CNN This Morning 
830 Insight 

94X) CNN This Morning 
930 Moneykne (rpt) 
104X) CNN This Marnng 
1030 Wbrid Sport 
1130 Showbiz Today 
124» Larry King (ipt) 


130 world Sport 
24X) World view 
330 Mooeyfine 
4:15 Asian Ecfition 
4:30 Q&A (rpt) 

54X) Larry King Live 

■ CHANNELS (05) 
630 Bodies in Motion 

164)0 Bodies in Motkto 

1630 FILA League 

Fl'toVoffvJI 

1830 West Ham vs 
Leeds United 
1930 Sporting Highs 
and Lows 
2ft00 TNBA - San 
Antonio vs tnefiana 
2130 EUFA Cup Live 
-semi-final 
0030 South American 
Soccer 

■ EUROSPORT 
(15/16) 

930 Olympic Games 

1Q4X) Nascar- 

WteSton Cup Series 
1130 Cart-FedEx 
134)0 Eurogoals 
1430Wtetar Sports 
1 S4X) D i vin g-World 

■iSoWhitbcead 
Rptind the Wbrid Race 
164)0 {^Olympics ■ 
1B4» Ftai^ Skaling 
0030 UEFA Qip- 
senfi finals fW leg 
24)0 F1A Wortd Ftafy 


(Berman); 

Schumann: 
Fantaisl^uicken op 

73 (Boyd/Pire^; 
ArafSty: Variations 
on a theme by 
Tchaikovsky 
8:05 Brahms: Sonata 
no 2 tor Viola and 

Piano m 

mnimerman/Hml). 
Schumann: Vioun 
Concerto 
(Kremer/Europe 
CO/Hamoncourt) 
935 Biber: Requtem 
in A major (soloists 
and Netherlands 
Bach Society 
Baroque chor and 
oroh/Leonhaidt); 
Bach: Trio Sonata tor 
Organ (Koopman; 
TSvener: The 
Protecting Vefl tor 
Cello ana Orchestra 

(IsserRs/London 


■ VOICE OF MUSIC 

6:05 Vnriani: Sonata 
no 2 for Winds and 
Oman; Vivaldi: 
Concerto in G major 
tor Strings: Mozart 
Overture to Don 
Giovanni; Hummel: 
Piano Trio op 12: 
Glinka: 4 short piano 

Sachmanlnoff: 4 
Songs arr. tor 
Trumpet and Piano 
7:07 Schubert Piano 
Sonata in C major 


; Schumann: 
Waldscenen op 82 
(Badura-Skoda); 
Brahms: String 
Quartet op 51 no 2 
(Cleveland); Britten: 
Five Flower Songs 
op 47 (Monteverdi 
Chorus/Gardlner) 

12:00 Light Classical 
- Mendelssohn, 
Beethoven, Haydn 
and Tchaikovsky 
13:00 Artist of the . 
Week - Leopold 
Stokowski 
Canteloube: Songs 
of the Auvergne; 
Villa-Lobos: 

Bachiana Brasrleira 
no 5, Aria and 
Dance; Handel: 

Water Music Suite 
14:06 Fok Music 
15:00 Israel Piano 
Trio - Mozart: Tho In 
B flat major K502; 
Partos: Fantasia for 
Viofin, Piano and 
Cello; Ravet-TKtiWW 

ITOWr- >itr/f waH 

16:00 Mabler/-ii !!”■/ 

Schnittke: Quartet tor 
Piano and Strings; 
Mahler: excerpts 
from Das Lied von 
der Erde; A. Mahlen. 

4 Songs; Mahler 
Lieder does fahrenden 
GeseSen; Mahlen 
Symphony no 1 
18:00 New CDs - 
Domanouart: Dance 
Suite; C ha rpe fitter: 
Mass; Rosetti: 
Symphony in D 
major; Handel: 
excerpts from 
Alessandro; Hummel: 
Concertino op 73 
20:30 Artur 
Rubinstein 
International Piano 
Competition - Final 


MOVIES 


CTNEMATHEQUE 
Spiriti 5 ‘The Hawks and theSpanows 
750^ Brassed Off 930 - The PttoUc 
Enemy 930 G-G. GIL Jerusalem MaH 
(Malha) * 6788448 Hard Rato'.'Tftae 
Bousklto—Event Horizon 4:45, 7:15, 
S«Tihe Rainmater 430, 7:15.JO • 
Arotetad«The Man In The Iron M«k 

430 7:15,10 -The Jackal 4:30. 7.15- 

DevH's Advocate 10 -Mtentohl *«»J* 

mSITMViMHA 

As **** AS K Gets 4:30. 7:15, 9.4a - 
TitantaS &45 • Good Will Hunting 
75 7 : 1 5. 9:« ■ FlSSSer 5. 7:30. 9:45 • 
SevenYeara in Tibet 430. 7:15 M5- 
The Futl Monty 5, 730. 9.45 -1 Kncm 
wimt You Did Last Summer 5, 7^30, 
^HEVASSOTT SON <3.6. GIL 
» 5700868 Event Horizon 4- 4 5, 7.l5. 
in . Twice Bouskila 4:45, 7.1 a * 
Amlstad 10 ShWtDAR “ 5618168 
Sweet Hereafter 8,10 ■ Ice Storm 6 
Mrs DaHcrway 2,4 

TEL AVIV 

GAT *6967888 Ttoticl-^5:1 5 j9 

SS7l« BW; 

Twice BousWIa- 0 Event Horizon 5. 
730.10 ■ The Rainmaker 4:45.10 LEV 
1*5288288 Good WUl Hunting 11 a.m., 
1-45 4-15. 7, 10 • toe Storm 12 noon, 
7*5:10- Sweet Hereafter 12:15.2:45. 

5. 730,10 ■ Thief 12:1 5,2,5. 730.10; 
liiee's Gold 230 - Brassed Oft 5:15 
LEV AVIV Credit Card Reservations 
*6416841 The Thiol 11:15 am, 230, 
5^5. 730. 9:45 • Sweet Hereafter 11 
a.m. f 2, 5. 730. 10 • Brassed Oft 11 
Znu 2:45.5.730.10 - Ma Vte Gni Rose 
Tlim.. 5:45, 7:45.10 • Mrs Dahoww 
230.530 ■ Ice storm 1130 a.m., 230, 
730 9:45 UMOR *6968084 My B«t 
Friend'S W&ddta 9 : 45 * Empire ol dm 
Senses 6 • Alula Express 8 G.G. 
PE’ER *5442141 Hard Raln«Lfve 

4:11; 7° 5.^RM-OH^ - 5282^ 
Dizengoff Center Rubber 230, 5. 730, 
9-45 • As Good As 11 Gels 2,430, 7.15. 
9^45 • Wag the Dog 230.5.730,9:45 • 
wSgstfthe DmS-4 Know What You 
5wW Summer 230, 5. 730 9:45 
RAVOR 1-S « 5102674 Opera House 
The Full Monty-Shall We Dance 
nsShootlng Fish a. 7:30, 9:45 * Seven 

SSffcftMl B. Ml MB 'JR* 

1:45. 530, 9-.1S G-G. TEL AVIV * 
5281181 65 Pteskor SL The Man m The 
Iron Mask 4'45. 7:15, ID * Hard Rato 5, 
730 . 10 TEL AViV MUSEUM Love 
gnd Death cm Long Island 5,6.10 

CINEMA CAFE AMAMI * B3K75p 
Live FleshoTTte Thiel 7^15,9:15 CINE¬ 
MATHEQUE March Caresses 7 • A 


Taxing Woman's Return 9-30 MORE 
AH =8242477 Sweet Hereafter 730, 
9-30 ORI =8500056 Event 
HorizonooTVrtce BoMkHteritardI 
4:45. 7:15, 1CI* Amtetad««WWgM to 
the Garden rf Good and Evil 430. 
7:15,10 ■ The Rainmaker 4 : 45 ,7.15,10 

• The Man In The Iron Mask 4.45.7- 15 - 
10 • Devil's Advocate 4 : 45 , 7^5 10 
Shall we Dance 7, 9:i5PANORAMA 
*8382020 Deconstrocitog Harry 4OT. 

7, 930 • The Man In The hran WraK 
430,7. 9:30 • Hard Rato 430. 7. 930 
RAV-CHEN *8500055 Wag jheDog 
4:45.7:15,930 • As Good As IV Gejs^, 
8:45, 930 ■ I Know What You Did Last 
Summer 4:45, 7:15,930 • A L J® ^ 
Orcfinary 4:45,7. MO ■ 

Tibet 4:15, 6:45. ■ Ftubbw RA»- 

GAT 1-2 * 8®74311 Tlgnto 4^45. 8.M 

• Face/Otl 4:15,7.9:30 RAV-MOR 1 7 
« 8416898 As Good As It Gets 4, 6.45. 
9:30 • 1 Know What You 
Summer 5. 7:15. 930 • Good WII 
Hunting 430. 7. 9:30 ■ Titanic 4.45. 

8:30 - Seven Years h l T £Sl 4: If^ B p!rti 
930 • Rubber 5. 7 : 15 . 930 -The FuH 
Montv 5 7'15 930 RAV-OR 1-3 * 
^46553 * Good WUl Hunting 430. 7. 
930 ■ The Full Monty 5. 7:15. 9.30 
Rubber 5,7:15. 9:30 

STAR *99509041 Kno *WJjmjuJJJ 
Last Summer «The Wine® of toe Dove 
7:15, 9:45 • The Thief 7:f5, 9:15 

RAV L CHEN Rubber £i 5. 'W5,,930 • 
AS Good As It Gate GM5,,930 1 - Titanic 
4:45, 830 • Twice Bouskila 4:45 
ARl^L 

The Rainmaker 9 

G^GIL■ 8647202 Kiss U«G;rte5. 
730. 10 • The Ralnrrwker^The Jsckal 
4:45, 7:15. 10 - Amteted 30. 7.15. 10 
Event Horizon 5. 7:30, 1 °*J h ? n M r? A v 
The iron Mask 4:45, 7 : 15 . 10 RAV 
CHEN *8661120 Tttanlc 4-^5 830- I 
Know What You Did Last Summer 5, 
730, 9:45 - Good WiU Huntings. 7.15, 
ft45 ■ As Good AS It ^X 7 .. 5 ; 

MP*W . WW7 W- 

Man In The Iron Kfarft 4.45. 7.15. ljj 

S’ 

sr&fcSMRrS'S 1 ; 

Rubber 5. 730. 9:45 ■ As Good As it 
Gate 430. 7:15.9:45 

RAV CHEN *5331077 ^ 

i Sss.-asa^ssS 

; Q“ B iiL E 5Sn0771 The Rainmaker 


4-45 7:15. 10 * Deconstructing 

MSfJBS* HorUf. 5. 7^. 10 - 

A mis tad 4:30, 7:15, 10 G.G. 
«610311i Twice Bouskfla^H^ Fteln 
5 730,10 - The Man toTlw Iron Ntesk 
4 * 4 g 7 : 15 ,10 - Midnight In the Gwden 
Good and Evil 4^. 7:15, 10 RAV- 
NEGEV 1-4 *6235278 Titante 4:45, 
B'30 ■ As Good AS It Gets 430, 7:15, 

9-45 . Seven Years In Tibet 4:45, 7:15, 
9:45 • Flubber 5, 7:30. 9:45 

BLAT CINEMA AsGood Aslt Gate 
10 • Titanic 5, 8:45 - 

GIL ir6340l82 Twice Boukajta 5, T30 
. The Man InThBlron Mask 4A5, 7.15, 

10 • Event Horizon 10 • Hard Rain 5, 
730.10 

LEV «6343555 Titanic 5, 830 - As 
Good As It Gets*The Man UiThe Iron 
Mask 7:15, 10 • Rubber 5, 7.30,10 

COLONY A *6902666 As Good As It 
Gets»The Full Monty 5. 7:30. 10 

DANIEL * 954 ^fiJl r y nn9S Q 1 0,qMi 
Dove 7:30, 10 STAR » 9589088 
Titanic 5:15. 9 - The Mm In TOe Iron 
Mask 4:45, 7:15. 10 • Rubber 5.15, 
7:30.10 

5. jM5jTWjjS 

7:1^10 - Rubber 5.730,10 

cftjBWA L *9B82521 As Gcrad®> It 
Gets 7, 9:30 ■ Titanic 4:45, 8.30 

KFARSA'VA 5,9:30 

GlOGIL *7677370 Hwd Rato!5. 730. . 

10 - The Man In The Into 

7-15, 10 - Titanic Fn. 6:15, 10 5, 8.45 

Rubber 6,7:30,10 - Twice Bouskila15 • 

uirinioM in the Garden of Good and 

SBft10 . Event Horizon 5. 730 - 

Amltoad 10 • As Good As tt Gets 430. 

fSn S ! l !Sntewi 9:30 • Thank: 5:30. 9- 
Ttee JaSral 7,9:30 - Hard Rato 7.930 • 

G-G- GIL 

tr6905080 TUanlC 5. 8^45 - 

Plubber»Ttie Man In The Iron Mask 

U^Eh 9 NAZARETH 
GIL *6561332 Event Horizon-Hard 
Raln-*Fliibber 430. 7. 9:30 * Tltante 5, 
B-45 - As Good AS ft Gets 4:15.7,9:45 
. 'The Man in The Iron Mask 4:15^7. 
9:45 • The Full Monty 9:30 • Twice 

BousMta 43CL7 

G^t-4 « 9404729 TwlM 

i ftsfst^wsnsas 

I 4:4^7:15,10 

! G^ A, GiL 1-5 * 8628452 Twice 
BousKlla«Hard Rato 5, 7:30, io 
. Amteted 10 • Event Horizon 5, 730 - 


The Man In The iron Mask 4:45. 7:15^ 

10 ■ Midnight to tire Garden of Good 
and Evil 430, 7:15, 10 RAV CHEN* 
8618570 Titanic 4:45, 830 • Good Wm 
Huntings, 7:15. 9:« ■ As Good As It 
Gets 430, 7:15.9:45 ■ Rubber 5. 730, 
9:45 RAV CHfeN w 6262758 Ttonk: 
4:45, 830 • As Good As It Gets 6:45, 
9^30 - Flubber 8 5,7:15.930 
OR YEHUDA G.G. GIL 1-4 * 
5333292 Hard Rain«Evem Horizon 
-.Twice Bouskila 5, 730, ID • The Man 
In The Iron Mask 4:45, 7:15,10 
PETAHTIKVA „ . 

G.a HECHAL » 8317374 Hard Rain 
5, 7:30. 10 ■ Titanic 5, 8:45 - Seven 
Years to Tibet 4:45, 7:15,10 S1RKIN * 
9087989 Twice Bou skUa-Rubber 5, 
730, 10 • The Man In The Iron Mask 
4:45, 7:15.10 • Good Will Hunting 4:45. 
7:15. 10 ■ AS Good As It Gets 4:30, 
7:15. 10 • Amistad 10 • Evan! Horizon 
5.730 
RA'ANANA 

PARK « 7711321 Seven Years In Tibet 
4:45, 7:30. 10:15 • As Good As It Gets 
4:45, 730. 10:15 • Good Will Hunting 
4:45,730.10:15 • Titanic 5.9 • Ftubber 
5.730,10:15 
HA MAT GAN „ 

RAV-GAN 1-4 * 6197121 Good Wjh 
Hunting 4:45.7:15.9:45-Titanic 5 8:45 
■ As Good As It Gets 430. 7:15 9:45 - 
Rubber 5. 730. 9:45 RAV-OASfS 1-3 
» 6730687 The Man In The iron Mask 
4:45,7:15,9:45 ■ Titanic 5,8:45 • Seven 
Years toTIbet 445. 7:15, 9:45 
RAMAT HASHARON 
KOKHAV w 5491979 The FuU Monty 6. 

fIehovot 

- CHEN * 9362864 Hard Rato 730.9:45 
• Deconstructing HaTy 9:45 - Sweet 
Hereafter 7:15 ■ Shan We Mm £15. 
9:45 • The Thief 730. 9:45 RAV MOR 
rr 9493595 The Man In the Iron Mask 
430. 7:15. 9:45 - Good Will Hunting 
4-45.7:15,9:45 • Flubber 5, 730, 9:45 > 
As Good As It Gets 430. 7:15, 9:45 • 
WSg the Dog 7:30. 9:45 - Titanic 4:45. 
830 -TVriceBouskite 5 
RISHON LEZION 

GIL 1-3 v 9500785 Hard Rato<»Twice 
Bouskila 5. 730. 10 -'The Man in The 
Iran Mask 4:45. 7:15. 10 HAZAHAV « 
9514968 Hard Raln«Twiee 
BouskHa°eRubber5.7:30,10-The Man 
in The Iron Mask 4:45. 7:15^10 - G^d 
WUl Hunting 4:45.7:15.10 FtAV CHEN 
* 9670504 Tftenle 4:45, 830 - As Good 
as ft Gets 4:30. 7:15. 9:45 - Good Wtn 
Hunting 5.7:15. 9:45 • Rubber 5. 730. 
9:45 STAR « 9619985 As Good As It 
Gets 5. 730. 10 - The Full Monty 730, 
10 • Home Alone 3 5 • Titanic 5. 9 • I 
KNOW What You Did Last Summer 5 
SHOHAM 

STAR « 9793834 I Know What You Did 
Last Summer 7, 9:45 • Twice BouskBa 
7.9:45 • Event Horizon 7, 9:45 

Yehud 

RAV CHEN *5367910 Good Win 
> Hunting 4:45. 7:15. 9:45 - Titanic 4;45, 
830 - as Good As H Gets 430. 7:15. 
■ 9:45 • Flubber 5.7:30.9:45 
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Report: Show red 
card to racism 

LONDON (Reuters) - Soccer 
players who make racist comments 
about other footballers should be 
sent off. according to a British gov¬ 
ernment report on racism in the 
game. 

The report from a government task 
force headed by former 
Conservative minister David Mel lor 
was published yesterday. 

“The FA should issue guidance 
about rule 12 to all referees to make 
clear th^i i. red card should immedi¬ 
ately be shown for racist comments 
of an> kind on the field of play,” the 
report said. 

Th; lepori said racism was stGl a 
dtep-reated problem in English socoer. 

“Young bLck and Asian players in 
England still encounter unacceptable 
levels of racU abuse on and off the 
pitch," it said 
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The Heat repeat 

Miami captures 2nd-straight division title 


MIAMI (AP) - Dan Majerle 
scored a season-high 22 points and 
Tim Hardaway had 16 points and 
a season-high 15 assists as Miami 
clinched its second straight 
Adamic Division title with a ] 09- 
77 win over the Houston Rockets 
on Sunday. 

Alonzo Mourning outplayed 
Hakeem Olajuwon m the battle 
of two of the NBA's top centers, 
ou(scoring the Houston All-Star 
Id-15 and ou(rebounding him 
15-4. 

Spurs 74, Pacers 55 
Host Indiana set an NBA record 
by scoring the fewest points in a 
game since the advent of the shot 
clock. 

The Pacers played without their 
two best players. Reggie Miller 
was suspended for one game for a 
flagrant foul against Charlotte’s 
Vlade Divac on Friday, and Rik 
Smits has an injured fooL 

Bulls 104, Bucks 87 
Michael Jordan scored 30 
points, many of them with flash¬ 
bulbs popping throughout the 
Bradley Center, as" visiting 
Chicago won its ninth straight. 

Jordan played less than 3k min¬ 
utes in the fourth quarter, but his 
consecutive fadeaway jumpers 
had the tans standing and cheering 
late in the game. The crowd began 
to file out after Jordan left "the 
game with 1:05 left and the Bulls 
ahead 100-83. 

Hawks 118, Pistons 95 
Tyrone Corbin and Steve Smith 


scored 20 points apiece and host 
Atlanta had its highest scoring 
game of the season. 

The Hawks scored a season-low 
74 points in a loss to Chicago on 
Friday night. But on Sunday, six 
Hawks scored in double figures as 
the team surpassed a previous sea¬ 
son-high of 117 points at Toronto 
on March 17. 

Magic 95, Raptors 68 
Horace Grant scored 16 points 
and Orlando held the hosts to the 
fewest points in franchise history. 

Doug Christie was the only 
offensive presence for Toronto, 
scoring 20 points on 6-for-17 
shooting. The other four starters 
combined to shoot 7-for-31. 

Cavaliers 97, Hornets 82 
Shawn Kemp had 25 points and 
11 rebounds and Derek Anderson 
scored 16 as Cleveland won at 
home. 

Suns 106, Grizzlies 98 
Cliff Robinson scored 20 points 
and Kevin Johnson came off the 
bench to contribute 15 points and 
11 assists as Phoenix pulled away 
late to win at home. 

Danny Manning broke a 94-94 tie 
with an I S-foot "jumper with just 
over two minutes remaining. The 
Suns did most of the rest of their 
scoring from the foul line as they 
closed the game with a 12-4 run. 
76ers 99, Celtics 94 
Derrick Coleman scored 13 of 
his 34 points in the fourth quarter 
as host Philadelphia snapped a 
five-game losing streak. 


Allen Iverson added 20 points 
for Philadelphia, which avenged 
an 18-point loss to the Celtics a 
week ago. 

Tunberwolves 104, Kings 96 
Kevin Garnett scored a season- 
high 32 points with 14 rebounds as 
Minnesota sent their its hosts to 
their 11th straight loss. 

TVail Blazers 99, Warriors 83 
Isaiah Rider- had 21 points, 
including 14 in the third quarter, 
as Portland pulled away to win on 
the road. 

Clippers 108, Mavericks 86 
Lamond Murray scored 27 
points and James Robinson added 
24 as host Los Angeles snapped its 
five-game losing streak. 

All five Clippers' starters scored 
in double figures and their defense 
held Dallas 18 points under what 
Los Angeles opponents had been 
averaging. 

Lakers 116, Wizards 89 
Shaquiile O'Neal had 33 points 
and 13 rebounds despite sitting out 
the fourth quarter as Los Angeles 
overwhelmed its guests. 

The win was the ninth straight at 
home and 12th in 14 games over¬ 
all for the Lakers, who trail the 
Pacific Division-leading Seattle 
SuperSonics by two games with 
11 left iu the regular season. 

Kobe Bryant added 15 points — 
all in the second quarter — and 
Eddie Jones had 13 for the Lakers, 
who rested all of their starters 
except Derek Fisher in the fourth 
quarter. 
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Accusations of 
spitting and racial 
slur at Final Four 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 
nasty argument during the Utah- 
North Carolina NCAA tournament 
semifinal game resulted in 
charges, counter-charges and 
denials from both sides. 

Utah's Britton Johnsen was 
accused of call¬ 
ing North 
C.a ro 1 i n a ' s 
Makhtar Ndiaye 
a “nigger,” and 
Ndiaye was 
accused of spit¬ 
ting on Johnsen. 

Both sides 
denied the claims, 
but agreed there 
had been a nasty argument during 
the Utes’65-59 upset victory that put 
them in die championship game. 

Utah coach Rick Majerus was so 
sure Johnsen didn't use the slur he 
said he would resign if it turned 
out to be true. 

“I stand by this boy’s statement 
100 percent," Majerus said. 

Johnsen said that during the 


game Ndiaye “slapped me* 1 ® 1 
the face and told me he ■ JS §*“3 
to kick my (expletiv. deleteST 
"The only words *b- 1 :ame out ttf : 
my mouth were . told him I’m lOd 
pounds lighter than you and Via - 
kicking your butt.” Johnsen sakL 
"Then he spit on 
me. 

■ ( never called 
him the N-wort 
It > a joke dial 
this is even hap: 
pening.' 

Johnsen said die 
tape of the game 
would back him 
up. 

After the game Ndiaye said: “1 
don’t have anything to"say abtwt 
spitting on him. Why don't you 
ask him about what" he said to ^ 
me? He has no right to use the 
•N-word.’ He used it more dim 
once. He said it to me the whole 
game.” 

Ndiaye added, “I didn't spit on 
him.” 


NCAA Final 

The NCAA Championship 
game between Kentucky and 
Utah was slated to be played at 
5:00 this morning Israel time. The 
game is scheduled to be broad¬ 
cast on NBC Europe at 21:00 
tonight Pleasant vie»/ng! 


Best attack meets worst 
defense in State Cup last-8 


By OFER ROfiEN-ABELS 


Second from bottom Hapoel 
Beersheba, who have conceded 47 
league goals, face tough opposition 
when they host second in the table 
Betar Jerusalem, scorers of 61 
league strikes, at the center of 
today s State Cup soccer quarter¬ 
finals. 


tie against the drop when th 
on high-flying Betar. 
Jerusalemites will themselv« 
to avoid going into extra-tin 
four days before meeting toi 
table Hapoel Tel Aviv, in i 
regarded as “the clash of the 
Leaders Hapoel Tel Aviv, t 
by Saturday's win in the 
look promising candidates 


semi-final spot. They entertain 
mid-table Hapoel Jerusalem at 
Bloomfield Stadium - the visitors 
have had difficulty in finding win¬ 
ning form of late. 

Irani Rishon travel to Kiryat 
Eliezer, where Maccabi Haifa will 
attempt to revive their poof season 
by clinching a spot among the final 
four. This game will be the first big 
test for Daniel Brailowsky as care¬ 
taker manager before owner 
. Ya’akov Shahar makes his decision 
regarding next season. 

The fourth game will feature fifth 
place Hapoel Petah Tikva and Irani 
Ashdod, who are currently sixth. 
The matches all kick off at 17:30 
and the semi-finalists will be 
known before the night is out, as all 
matches will - if needed - be set¬ 
tled on penalties after extra time. 


Match of the season 5 
tickets all gone after two days 

By 0B1 LEWIS 

The weekend’s National League clash between Hapoel Tel Aviv and 
Bear Jerusalem at Bloomfield! a seUouL 

5“ SESSS*. _S* ^ -«■** of the sea- 

St Hapoel S BlQflmfipU nmimJ lumw cnanrvawl Ini 1 



Hv. rn.fi tat- 7* gone on sale. Israel Radio reported 
have aJn °unted to a teal thy NIS 950,000. 

* e le ague’s two top teams could go a lone 
detemmmg the leagS. title this^ason. With orfy thi£l 
HE? **V win for Hapoel could kill off 
However, a win for Betar would seette two-hoise race end on ap 

Spiegel, recently ousted as manager of Mac 
Hmfe, is expected to meet with the bosses of Hapoel Jerusalem 
with a view to taking over as manager Jerusalem 



SCOREBOARD 

nSHSgHSS .- 1wm ' 1H,m ^ 341 (halftime 24), 1 * 1 ^ 
24&CTOr5 to* - Wen Ham: John Hanson 8. Samasi Abou 22, fan Pearce 68. Am 















